Under Our Roof
April 2020
Hey Y’all,
This newsletter is coming to you as we are in the midst of the most unprecedented event in modern
history: a disaster that affects every single country in the world simultaneously. It is a terrifying situation to
be in. I hope that you remember two important factors:
1. God is in charge. I know it is hard to believe it right now with all the panic in the media and
online. But it is the one solid truth that we can hold on to in the midst of the fake news swirling endlessly
around us. This too shall pass.
There is a wonderful author and mystic, Julian of Norwich (14th century, England), who had a vision
in which she heard Jesus speak these powerful words, which can become our mantra:
“But all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”
2. We are not alone. Besides knowing that we are held lovingly in the hands of a merciful and allpowerful Creator, we also have each other. How fortunate we are to live in an era when we can
communicate with one another while we are trapped inside our homes. Imagine people during plagues in
times past: they were truly alone. Our ability to connect virtually is what is going to help us through.
However, at the same time it is also true that up until now, widespread panic has spread more
quickly than the virus itself. We are seeing all sorts of counterproductive behavior, such as hoarding and
people going out in spite of the clear benefit of staying at home. You as the readers of this newsletter are
intelligent people and are not giving into the panic, but I know it breaks your heart as much as it does mine.
We need to continue to remind each other to only pass on reliable information that is helpful rather than
destructive of community and our chances of survival. We are each other’s best hope, as the hands, feet,
mouths and ears of Jesus. I am reminded of the folk wisdom, “God gave you two ears but only one mouth”.
We should listen twice as much as we talk. We need to listen twice as hard right now to those who are
experts in controlling pandemics, and also to those around us who need help, particularly the most
vulnerable.
Hear me again: We are not alone.
God the Creator of the universe is beneath, around and above us. Our brothers and sisters in Christ
are linked arm and arm with us as we march forward through this difficult valley, which very much feels
like it is darkened by the shadow of death. But remember the remarkable statement of faith from Psalm 23:
Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for Thou art with me.
Grace and peace,

If you have any needs whatsoever, please feel free to call me: (540) 759-2764

Update from the First Presbyterian Church Preschool. Our small preschool faced many obstacles this year,
staff changes, new kindergarten readiness curriculum, and the statewide closing in March under direction from
Virginia’s Governor Ralph Northam.
This school year the Preschool Advisory Committee continued to work diligently on following the philosophy and
mission which states that every child is a precious gift from God.
Our mission is to nurture each child,
enabling developmentally appropriate learning and growth through play and exploration. The teachers work with
families to provide a loving and caring Christian environment that will best honor the characteristics, abilities
and needs of each child. The preschool’s philosophy is centered on the relationships between each child, their
family and the entire school community. Learning occurs through hands-on discovery that considers the wide
spiritual, emotional, cognitive and physical development of preschool children. While actively engaged in
learning, each child experiences trust, care for others and their environment, and develops a sense of personal
responsibility.
Meet Our Staff: Margaret Moss is the lead teacher and the Director of Christian Education at McAllister
Memorial Presbyterian Church. She and her husband, Jim, along with their two boys, Benjamin (14) and Samuel
(13), their cat Charlie and dog Roxie moved to Covington from South Carolina in July 2019. Margaret is
graduated of Converse College where she received her BA before getting her Master's in Christian Education
from Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia. Margaret has worked many years in preschool and
church settings. When she is not working, she loves to spend time with her family and exploring the mountains
and back roads of Alleghany County.
Other members of the preschool teaching team include, Martha Carter, oversight director; Jim Moss, Music
and Movement teacher; Dianne Garcia, Social Skills instructor/substitute teacher; Susan Meyer, substitute
teacher; Trina Minter, substitute teacher; Martha Nicholson, teacher aid/substitute teacher. The Reverend
Jim Moss meets with preschool students on a weekly basis while Mrs. Dianne Garcia works with the students on
a monthly basis. Pat Bennett-Wilhelm, is the STREAMin3 curriculum coach, who observes and interacts with
the children in the classroom from time to time. All these wonderful individuals bring wonderful gifts to share
with the children!
Daily /Weekly Schedule: The daily components of the children’s Monday – Thursday schedule are as follows:
arrival, morning circle, choice time, snack, group activity, closing circle, outside play. Weekly variations in the
schedule will typically occur at different times of the morning and will include:
Monday – Children Worship & Wonder (interactive Montessori based Bible stories); Tuesday – Music &
Movement with Jim Moss; Wednesday – guest readers; and Social Skills with Ms. Dianne once per month.
Here are some ideas on what to do this Spring with the little children in your lives? Talk, talk, talk –
conversations with children has proven to be THE most important factor in early literacy development. Read,
read, read……even over the phone or computer are enjoyed and beneficial to young learners. Play, play, play –
outside - as much as possible. Outdoor play is critical to most in every area of our children’s development. A
conference presenter once shared that children need to do a lot of what often makes adults gasp – tree
climbing, rolling down hills, going barefoot, spinning on swings, hanging upside down, digging in dirt. A huge
increase in sensory issues has been attributed to the lack of this type play, which helps children with emotional
regulation, strengthens core muscles enabling them to sit and write, develops spatial awareness, builds
immunity and on and on.
The Preschool Advisory Committee greatly appreciates all your prayers and continued support. You are invited
to visit the preschool Facebook page for pictures and activities throughout the school year.

STAY TUNED!
Because we don’t know how long our
building will be closed for physical
gatherings due to COVID-19
precautions, our scheduled events
will be held “virtually” or may be
postponed or canceled all together.
So, stay tuned for updates!
Until we are “open” again, you are
invited to attend Sunday School and
Worship with us virtually at
FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
and on our YouTube channel
First Presbyterian Church
CovingtonVA
Until further notice, all meetings will
be held remotely via Zoom.

Kaytie to the Rescue!
One of our youngest adult
members, and current
member of Session, has
graciously offered to run
errands for those local
church members and
friends of the church who
are more vulnerable and cannot go out
themselves. Please give Kaytie Carter a
call at 960-1932 if you need anything!

Until further notice, our choirs will not be
meeting. As soon as rehearsals are scheduled
to begin again, Handbell and Chancel Choir
members will be notified.

Phone Nurturing Team
If are an active member or friend of the First
Presbyterian Church, you have probably
already been contacted by Martha Carter,
Barbara Hise, Sara Lu Snyder or Anne
Wright, members of our Phone Nurturing
Team. During the pandemic, we want to
make sure your needs are being met and offer
any assistance to you that we are able to. If
you need something, let them know. Thanks
to Barbara Hise for coordinating this effort.

“Sunday After Church”
Spring Luncheon
Sunday, April 26, 2020
(Tentative)
We invite you to bring a visitor, inactive FPC
member or someone looking for a church home
to worship and lunch with us on Sunday, April
26th. This will be our spring contributed lunch
meal during which we will also give our
appreciation to The Rev. Dr. Becca Young for
her time with us. Please contact Anne Wright
or Barbara Hise for how you might help with
food contributions, set up and/or clean up. We
are thinking of a springtime luncheon of
sandwiches, cut fresh fruit and lemonade. We
look forward to this time of fellowship.
Importantly – please extend invitations to your
visitors for that day, hopefully beginning with
the 9:45am Sunday School or 11am service as
well as to lunch.
Anne and Barbara

April Birthdays
9th, Brian Weinsheimer
10th, Doris Swartz
18th, Denise Pillow
24th, Mackenzie Carter
27th, Neal Lloyd
28th, Hannah Pillow
30th, Read Lundsford

NOTE FROM SERRV:
“On behalf of thousands of fair
trade artisans and farmers in 25
countries worldwide, we want to
express our sincere thanks to you for hosting a
Serrv consignment sale in 2019. Because of you,
families living in marginalized regions around the
world are creating better lives, breaking the cycle
of poverty and building stronger communities.
We hope you display this Certificate of
Appreciation with pride, and as a reminder of the
positive difference your community has made in
the lives of those most in need.
Thank you for your continued support!”

The next meeting of Presbyterian Women
is April 9th at 1:00 p.m. However, due to
the precautions that have been put in place
due to the COVID-19 coronavirus, it may
be canceled. The Mad Hatter Tea Party
Luncheon has been postponed until the
May 14th meeting. Be thinking about
decorating a bonnet to wear. So excited to
see what will emerge. Jean Johnson
suggested we might wear our white gloves
and we will be using the china cups that
are on site. No need to bring a container
this time.
We are so fortunate to have women who
evidence God’s love by the care they show
to this group. We are blessed.

Special thanks to Denise Pillow for coordinating
the event!

2020 Peanut Butter Drive
Sixty-nine jars of peanut
butter were collected and
delivered to the South
Covington Care Pantry!
Some of you contacted church staff to
advise that you were not able to get your
peanut butter contributions to the church
before the shutdown. That’s ok! Bring it
to the church after we reopen and we will
make sure it gets to the food pantry. Many
thanks to those who were able to
contribute. Especially now, the need is
great.

You’ve made my heart flutter
with your generosity
Thanks for my beautiful gift. I
love it. Blessings and love to all
my FPC family.
Dotty

March 2020 Ministry Update
from Nathan and Cayle Fall
"It has always been my ambition to preach the
gospel where Christ was not known, so that I
would not be building on someone else's
foundation. Rather, as it is written: 'Those who
were not told about him will see, and those who
have not heard will understand.’” Romans 15:20,
21
The Winding Road Ahead: As we are well into
the second half of our training here at Radius
International, it has become clearer to us what the
path ahead of us will look like. The task of
establishing a New Testament church among an
ethnolinguistic people group that currently does
not have one, and thus has no real ability to hear
and understand the good news of Jesus, has taken
on more definition. While many of the details that
are specific to what we will actually be doing
have yet to be determined, we do have a good
understanding of the various responsibilities we
will have as well as the general timeline before us.
One of our classmates put together a nice graphic
(see below) that does a good job of pictorially
representing the next several years ahead of us.
Note that not every step will necessarily occur in a
strictly linear sequence. We will be involved in
many of these things simultaneously.

There are several things we would like to
highlight. First, as many of you are well aware,
we already spent some time with a team on the
field learning the national language and culture of
the country within East Asia in which we were
living and planning to work long term. Much has
happened since then, and we are now attending a
program at which we are gaining necessary
training and equipping. Second, we will need to
re-engage in support raising sometime after our
training ends in June. Third, once we return back
to the field, we will need to finish learning the
national language and culture to a sufficiently
proficient level, which could take from six months
up to a year. Fourth, during that time, we will
need to research which group we will eventually
seek to live and work among as well as what kind
of business (the graphic says “NGO”, but we will
most likely do business) could be a potentially
viable option for us to pursue, as we will need a
meaningful way to engage with the community
and remain in the country long term. Fifth, we
may or may not need to do Bible translation and
teach literacy. That will depend upon various
factors which we can’t predict at this time.
PRAYER:





For guidance as we consider options for
going to the field
For wisdom in team formation
For more intentional communication in
our marriage
In Christ,
Nathan & Cayle Fall

One Great Hour of Sharing
Special Offering:
Restoring Hope, Feeding the Hungry,
Empowering the Oppressed
The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering
will be received Easter Sunday (April 12th) at First
Presbyterian Church (details – to be determined).
You will find an envelope in your offering box.
Your gifts enable the church to share God’s love
with our neighbors-in-need around the world by
providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping
to empower the poor and oppressed. Thank you
in advance for your thoughtful giving.
-- Mission & Service Committe

April Song
Sara Teasdale
1884-1933 / USA, Missouri



Is the first month of the year that has 30
days.



Is the only month that has the letter ‘I’ in
its name!



In the Southern Hemisphere, April is the
same as October in the Northern
Hemisphere.



The word April comes from the Latin word
aperire, which means to open. This is in
reference to the many flowers that bloom
in the month.



The birthstone for people born in April is
the diamond, one of the hardest
substances on earth and one that formed
deep in the earth but we don't know how
long ago that happened. The word
diamond comes from the early Greek
word adamas which means untamable.



Among the earliest historical mentions of
April’s birthstone is found in Exodus
28:18, where diamond (jahalom in
Hebrew) is mentioned as one of twelve
engraved precious stones set in the
breastplate of the high priest.



Two flowers signify the month of April: the
daisy and the sweet pea. The daisy
symbolizes innocence, loyal love and
purity; but it also means "I'll never tell!"
The oldest daisy on record is the Bellis
perennis, known as Daeges eage (or
Day's eye) named so because its petals
close at night to cover the yellow center.



There are more than 90 varieties of
flowers that are called daisies, and they
come in yellow, orange, purple, blue, red
and pink colored petals. They also vary
widely in size. As director/writer Nora
Ephron once wrote, "don’t you think
daisies are the friendliest flower?"



The sweet pea signifies blissful pleasure
and are often used to say goodbye. Sweet
peas may be a pretty flower but they are
also one of the oldest food crops.

Willow in your April gown
Delicate and gleaming,
Do you mind in years gone by
All my dreaming?
Spring was like a call to me
That I could not answer,
I was chained to loneliness,
I, the dancer.
Willow, twinkling in the sun,
Still your leaves and hear me,
I can answer spring at last,
Love is near me!

Celebrate the engagement of
Adam Hise to Natalie Dellinger
Adam proposed while he and Natalie
were snowshoeing at an inspiring and
romantic Colorado mountain. Yep, he
was down on one knee in the snow
with snowshoes on feet and ring in
hand!! Barbara and Ronnie are
delighted to have Natalie join their
family.

