Under Our Roof
June 2020
I trust that all of you are keeping healthy and safe. As we start to reopen our economy, we will all have
plenty of challenges to continue following safe practices.
As I write this, I am heartened by the many ways that our members and friends are stepping up and
helping out while we are once again without a pastor. Our Session has continued to meet at least monthly
via Zoom to continue the business of the church and to consider how we will operate during these times.
The PNC, which is composed of the Session, has been meeting twice a week via Zoom since mid-March,
and has spent this time with introspective soul-searching as we attempt, once again, to define “Who We
Are” in order to update our church Ministry Information Form (MIF) to enable us to start searching for a
new pastor. In addition to that, we have had to navigate the alphabet soup of the bureaucracy of our
denomination: our PNC has been working with the COM and the transitional GP of the POP to complete
our MIF to submit to the CLC of the PC(USA) so that we can be matched up with the PIFs of prospective
TE’s whom we can consider calling to lead us. Translation: our Pastor Nominating Committee has been
working with the Committee On Ministry and the transitional General Presbyter of the Presbytery of the
Peaks to complete our Ministry Information Form to submit to the Church Leadership Connection of the
Presbyterian Church (United States of America) so that we can be matched up with the Personal
Information Forms of prospective Teaching Elders whom we can consider calling to lead us. Whew.
In any case, we have completed the MIF and are now starting to evaluate possible candidates. It will still
be a while before we complete our mission, but we are well-started, and I would like to thank the
members of the PNC for their hard work and especially Ronnie Hise for his leadership.
As I’m sure you are aware, we also have Daniel Pillow stepping up to lead us in an online daily scripture
reading and prayer, picking up where Becca left off. We also have Doug Houtz, Martha Carter and Daniel
Pillow ensuring that our online worship services continue to run smoothly, with the leadership of Sandra
Minter at the organ and Terri Slate and Linda Trumbo leading worship. When watching these services
online, it is easy to forget all of the planning and scrambling to make sure that we have everything lined up
and ready to go. Thanks also to Denise Pillow and Sara Lu Snyder of the Worship and Music Committee in
lining up pulpit supply preachers through the end of June.
Barbara Hise has not let the quarantine stop the Mission and Service Committee from continuing its good
work. Other articles in this newsletter address some of these very important efforts. As a further outreach
of this congregation, we have four volunteers who have been calling all of our members and friends on a
weekly basis to check in and see if they need anything. Kaytie Carter is still available to run errands for
anyone who cannot get out to do their own.
Mike Harless and Sandi Wilson continue to keep things going as church sexton and secretary/treasurer,
respectively. Mike has been working extra hard to make sure that the building stays clean and sanitized,
and has been doing some annual deep-cleaning and painting. Sandi has mostly been working from home
with announcements, bulletins, paying bills, keeping the clerk in line, etc. etc. etc. We have also seen the
good work that Martha Carter has been doing with the Preschool, not letting the fact that the Preschool
cannot meet keep the children from knowing that we care about them and miss them. You may have seen
the article on the front page of the paper recently about Martha’s front-yard pinwheels effort.
Lastly, I would like to thank all of those who have joined me for online Sunday school. With your support,
I have been able to lead discussions that educate us all, rather than having to “teach” a class. Technical
difficulties notwithstanding, I think that so far things have been working. I am keeping my fingers crossed.
Peace in Christ,
Joe Wilson, Clerk of Session

Covid-19 Guidelines Update
Monday, May 11, 2020
“All things are lawful, but not all things are
beneficial. All things are lawful, but not all things
build up.” 1 Cor. 10:23
rd
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Kaylie Carter, 22nd
Daniel Pillow, 23rd
Marian Rhone, 24th

Martha Carter Rejoins
Staff for the Summer!
We are thrilled to announce that
Martha Carter will be rejoining the
staff this summer as she takes over the
secretarial duties during June and
July. Most of you will recall that before
Martha became a first rate school
teacher, she served First Presbyterian
as church secretary for 15 years! A few
things have changed in the decade
since she left the secretarial position
but there is no doubt that she will pick
up right where she left off and keep
things running smoothly. Welcome
Back, Martha!

As of Sunday, May 17th, by the order of our
governor, congregations are permitted, but not
required, to hold inside services with 50
percent of the building’s capacity. Though I’m
sure some would make a different case, I think
it is more prudent to wait until May 31st or
longer, giving everyone time to assess the
effectiveness of Phase 1 of the governor’s
plans. Other denominational bodies, including
the Episcopal and Lutheran bishops of
Virginia, are advising “not yet.” Out of an
abundance of caution, I hope sessions will
consider waiting until Phase 2 has been
approved, and even then, safety and
compassion should govern our decisions more
than what is legal. I am confident that those
who decide to worship inside will take the
precautions that are essential for their context.
One additional consideration: Church
members will voluntarily attend or refrain
from worship, depending on their selfassessed risk of contracting Covid-19 or
contaminating others. For paid staff, such as
pastors, church musicians and custodians, a
session’s decision will compel their
participation. If your paid staff are at risk, or if
members of their family are at risk, consider
postponing face-to-face worship until such
time everyone can be safe.
By Carl Utley, Transitional General Presbyter
(published in Peaks Postings May 12, 2020)
Note: Our Session, at its May 17 Stated
Meeting, decided to hold off on re-opening
our sanctuary for in-person worship services.
It will reconsider the matter at its June 21,
2020 Stated Meeting.

Community Block Grants
Received For Safehome Systems
and Bridging The Gap
Educational Program
In the midst of all things coming to a stop
with COVID-19, some great news was
received that both of our Community
Block grant applications were funded by
Presbytery of the Peaks: Safehomes
Systems will receive $2,300 to assist in
the purchase a vehicle for their
organization (they currently use employee
vehicles) and Bridging the Gap will
receive $2,300 to assist them with their
educational program “Getting Ahead in A
Just Getting by World” with the inaugural
program rescheduled from April to
September.

PDA Funding Received for Local
Agencies Impacted by COVID-19
We are so incredibly pleased to announce
that a total of $7,500 has been received from
the Presbyterian Disaster Relief (PDA) fund
to support the increased demand for food at
both COPE Food Pantry and South
Covington Care Pantry and increased
demand for services at Safehomes Systems.
There was a call for grants from PDA and
FPC submitted on behalf of these three
organizations. We are delighted that we can
help in this manner for these organizations
that are critical to the social services network
in our area and are functional, yet financially
strapped to assist those in need. The funding
for the food banks is to cover the surge in
food requests since the start of the pandemic,
brought on by job loss.
Unfortunately,
another impact from job loss is increased
domestic and/or sexual abuse and hence the
need for increased services from Safehomes.

With CDC guidelines associated with COVID19, sheltering capacity is decreased at
Safehomes; funding will go to supporting a
new Text line, hotel accommodations for
clients and travel reimbursement to support
clients. Blessings to these organizations for
being available to support the needy in our
community.

Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) is here to help
— again
As you are likely familiar within PC(USA), we
are blessed that Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, our disaster response ministry.
PDA is actively helping with disasters
worldwide, currently Tennessee tornadoes,
Puerto Rican Hurricane Maria recovery in
addition to the January 2020 earthquakes
and is already at work with presbyteries and
its network of partners to rush critical aid to
those who are suffering as a result of COVID19. Thanks to the longstanding generosity of
the whole Church, through gifts to One Great
Hour of Sharing and other gifts from
generous Presbyterians and congregations,
PDA is providing vital provisions where
needed — food and water, hygiene and
sanitation supplies, training and more.
The unprecedented nature of COVID-19
draws into focus the core commitments of our
General Assembly’s Matthew 25 foci — to
eradicate systemic poverty, end structural
racism and support congregational vitality.
Therefore, PDA is also providing ministry
continuation funding through our Matthew 25
commitment to support congregations who
work with and draw from communities of
people already experiencing the impact of
poverty, racism or other forms of oppression.
If you are able, please help us Give, Act and
Pray now.
If you would like to support the work of PDA,
please give to First Presbyterian Church and
designate your check to PDA: E052197 or
PDA: COVID-19.
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Inventory” form from Cynthia Washburn, Moderator of the
Search Committee, on the Presbytery of the Peaks website.
If you are interested, we ask that you complete the
information and return the form to Cynthia. (Her contact
information can be found at the bottom of the inventory
form.)

Sometimes it is difficult to remember when things were
normal just a couple of months ago. We have had to really
adapt quickly to a new way of life and not being able to get
together and see each other. Many of us are working from
home and have not been able to just talk with one another
face-to-face. This has happened so rapidly, and things
continue to change. We are going to be okay, but we will
have to make some changes to our programs going forward.

We care about each of you, and we want you to be safe.
Thank you for everything you have done to support
Presbyterian Women! We look forward to seeing each of you
personally in the Spring of 2021. May God bless each of
you!
~Peaks Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team

The Peaks PW Coordinating Team wants each of us to be
safe as we begin to open activities again. To accomplish that
goal, the Coordinating Team will be governed by
recommendations from the CDC, the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and the Presbytery of the Peaks.
The Coordinating Team met recently via conference call and
made several decisions that we wish to share with each of
you.
The decision was made to postpone the Annual Gathering
until the Spring of 2021 (originally scheduled for September
26), if everything is progressing in a positive way at that
time. You will receive information regarding the date and
location of the Annual Gathering as soon as those details
are finalized. Diane Patty, Peaks PW Vice Moderator, will
organize the Gathering and will send periodic updates to
you.
As was announced in the last edition of Peaks PW News,
PW in the Presbytery of the Peaks has decided to publish a
cookbook. We are continuing to collect recipes from all over
the Presbytery. Please email your recipes to Theresa
Underwood, Peaks PW Treasurer. Her email address is:
tundwood@aol..com.
We normally have a memorial service during our
Neighborhood Gatherings, but because of COVID19, those
Gatherings were cancelled. Carol Cole, Peaks PW Historian,
is compiling a Memorial Booklet that will be distributed via
hard copy and email within the next couple of weeks so that
you will have an updated list of our Presbyterian sisters who
died in 2019.
Our Coordinating Team is seeking some leadership
positions. We would like for you to consider serving with us.
As a result, you will find a cover letter and “Time and Talents

(Pictured: Martha Carter and Daniel Pillow working
together to record a Sunday service with worship
leader, Linda Trumbo.)

Many thanks to our Virtual Worship Team
(Martha Carter, Doug Houtz and Daniel Pillow),
our worship leaders (Linda Trumbo and Terri Lee
Slate), our organist (Sandra Minter) and the
Worship & Music Committee (Denise Pillow,
Sandra Minter and Sara Lu Snyder) for making it
possible for us to continue worshiping together
every week during the pandemic. It takes a team
effort and a lot of hours to put together one
service. We are grateful to each of them for
making this happen.

The church applied for and received a
$23,200 loan/grant through the Paycheck
Protection Program of the CARES Act. This
loan will be used for our payroll and utility
costs for the eight-week period following
approval of the loan. Any amounts from the
loan that are used for these purposes during
the eight-week period will be forgiven; any
balance remaining will be repaid at an annual
interest rate of 1%. With this loan, it relieves
us of having to decide whether to keep
paying our staff or to lay them off.
From Presbytery, we received a stimulus
grant check of $1,000 to assist churches
through the pandemic quarantine time. They
have also informed us that they are waiving
the Covenant of Intent commitment for the
second quarter of the year, which in our case,
comes to $3,473. In addition, as you may
have seen in the paper, they also assisted us
in securing a total of $7,500 in Emergency
COVID-19 Assistance Grants from the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance of the
PC(USA), which will be distributed to the
COPE Food Pantry, the South Covington Care
Pantry, and Safehome Systems during this
time of increased demand for their services.
We once again are reminded of the power of
the connectional nature of our denomination,
and are thankful for the support provided by
the upper councils of the church.
Although the Governor has officially given
permission (with restrictions) for churches to
resume meeting in person, Session has
decided to continue to meet only virtually
until at least mid-June, when Session will
reconsider the issue of reopening.

Too Great to Grasp
For more than three decades, St. Augustine
of Hippo toiled over the mind-boggling
doctrine of the Trinity. According to legend,
one day the church father was strolling along
a shore, wrestling with this puzzle. He saw a
boy running back and forth, using a seashell
to pour water from the ocean into a hole he’d
dug in the sand. When Augustine asked
what he was doing, the boy proclaimed, “I’m
going to pour the entire ocean into this hole!”
“That’s incredible,” replied Augustine. “The
sea is so great and the shell and the hole are
so little.”
“That’s true,” the boy said. “It would be
easier to draw all the water out of the sea and
fit it into this hole than for you to fit the
mystery of the Trinity and His divinity into
your little intellect.”
Indeed, only through faith can we accept the
infinite nature of our Three-in-One-God; for
our finite human minds, it’s simply too great
to grasp.

In the Northern Hemisphere, daylight hours
are the longest in June
On the contrary, in the Southern Hemisphere,
daylight hours are the shortest in June.
Interestingly enough, water circles the drain
in the opposite direction in the Southern
Hemisphere (clockwise). This is explained by
the principle known as the Coriolis Effect
The rose is the flower of June. The flower
symbolizes love, appreciation and gratitude
The honeysuckle is also the flower of June. It
symbolizes the bonds of love
Historically, June was the most popular
month for marriages
June 3rd is National Repeat Day
More Nobel Prize winners have been born
during the month of June than any other
month of the year
June 3rd is National Repeat Day
The first weekend in June is National
Doughnut Weekend. Way to start June!
June 21st is Father’s Day
The month was, most likely, named for the
Roman goddess Juno
The June beetle is named after the month. It
appears only during May and June in the
U.S.A. You might know it as the June Bug
Juneau the capitol of Alaska?

