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Dear Brothers and Sisters of First Presbyterian Church,
It is a joy to report that we were able to safely complete our church planting training at Radius International.
It truly gave us a deeper understanding of the nature and scope of the task of brining the gospel of Jesus
Christ to the remaining language groups who have yet to receive a meaningful understanding of who God
is and what he has accomplished. I think a somber excitement best describes the emotion of us and our
fellow students as we departed from our commencement last month. We are excited to move forward into
the good works God has prepared for us, yet we are also sobered by all of the uncertainties and challenges
we will face along the way.
As you know, the world is a vastly different place right now with the effects of COVID-19. Currently, the
borders of East Asia are closed to non-citizens, and we have no way of predicting when the borders will
reopen. In addition, as we processed through things over the past few months, we have realized there
some things we need to work on before we return to the field.
First, since we got married two years ago, we have not been able to spend considerable time with a church
family who knows us and whom we know together. Along with counsel from our mentors at Radius, we
feel like it would be beneficial to spend a year or so with a local church. We would also like to learn more
about pastoral leadership and church life in the context of that local church. Second, we would like to gain
some professional work experience and business acumen, since we desire to use business in East Asia as
a means to have a meaningful, long-term presence among the language group we will be seeing to reach.
Third, we would like to pursue further education as we work so that we can acquire credentials, knowledge,
and skills that may be helpful for the type of business we will start.
In light of these realities, we will be living in North Carolina over the next year where we have some family
(Cayle’s side) and a supporting church. After a year or so, we will reevaluate how we are doing in these
different areas as well as assess the global climate of COVID-19. Since we will not be doing full-time
ministry, we have been counseled by one of our sending churches to suspend our receiving of
financial support during this time. While our Global Fokus financial account will remain open for us
to access the funds that have been given to us in the future, we will not be personally receiving
support over the next indefinite period of time. While you can continue to give if you would like, we
would suggest that you suspend your giving for now, until we know more definitively when we will
be heading back to East Asia. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We will
follow up with a phone call in the coming weeks to catch up.

Shine on, friends!

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a
human being can receive. It is a bond
beyond common goals, common interest or
common histories. It is a bond stronger than
sexual union can create, deeper than a
shared fate can solidify and even more
intimate than the bonds of marriage or
community. Friendship is being with the
other in joy and sorrow, even when we
cannot increase the joy or decrease the
sorry. It is a unity of souls that gives nobility
and sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of
life shine brightly.
~ Henri Nouwen

Join Daniel Pillow each morning at 8:00
on our YouTube channel as he offers a
daily bible reading and prayer.
Remember that morning prayers do not
have to be viewed at 8 a.m. and also you
can re-watch as many prayers as you
would like.

Dear Church Family,
As many of you know the Lindstrom family, I
wanted to share that Susan is once again
being challenged by cancer.
Having originally been diagnosed with cancer
following her Christmas Mother role, she's
had several more rounds of cancer and has
regular check-ups as a consequence. On
this recent exam, some areas of concern
were found and identified as cancer. She
learns next week about her treatment:
radiation or chemo.
Please keep Susan and her family in your
prayers.
~ Barbara G. McCutchan Hise, Ph.D.

My dear friends and church family,
I greet you all with the peace of Christ. I give thanks
to the Lord, for He is our refuge and has been faithful
to us throughout this unprecedented time. My
prayers are for all the families affected with the
coronavirus and with all peoples experiencing the
injustice of racism that divides those whom God has
made equally in God’s own image.
Thank you so much for reaching out to me and for
your great encouragement, prayers, and continued
financial support. By God’s grace and with your
partnership, I am able to stay in Greece and see what
the Lord is doing among the locals and refugees in
Katerini.
Last Sunday evening, my phone beeped. I ran to
retrieve a message from Zahia. “We have arrived
safely. We are at the refugee reception center. One
suitcase did not make it, but I trust it will come
later.” I replied, “Thank God, you are there as you
had hoped to be.” I told my friend, “Go to sleep now.
You need your rest.” Zahia and her family had been
traveling for three days. I hardly slept for two nights.
I needed to sleep too.
Zahia arrived at the Greek border three years ago.
She was fleeing from her abusive husband. A single
mother with two children, Zahia is well educated
and was a lawyer in Syria. The Greek Evangelical
Church chose to sponsor her and her children. With
care and love, Zahia felt at home in Greece, soon
learned Greek, attended church, accepted Jesus into
her life, and joined the church’s evangelistic events.
She was able to participate in Arabic Christian
Education classes to learn about Christianity in her
own language. She became an interpreter with
Perichoresis, where I met her for the first time. I
would often ask Zahia to help me hang curtains,
make bread, or share a meal so that we could spend
time together. It looked like Zahia was settling down
in Greece. When Zahia received her residence
permit, she started preparing her family’s travel
documents. Once the quarantine was lifted and the
border reopened, she decided to leave Greece to find
a better home and greater opportunities for herself
and her children. We prayed that God’s will would be
done for her. Zahia’s family is only one of the many
families stranded in Greece that wants to leave, in
search of a better home for themselves and their
families. I thank God that the asylum office was
reopened after the quarantine was lifted. It now

requires refugees to ask for an appointment through
email. Sadly, many refugees do not know how to
read and write. They often ask me for help, so I write
the email for them on their phones. The office has
also removed the requirement that would only give
custody of children to two parents. This was a big
problem for many single mothers and fathers.
Before visiting the asylum office to obtain a child’s
residence permit, I communicate with many people
through email. First, I need to request an
appointment with the asylum office through email.
Then I need to coordinate with the social worker, the
lawyer, the child’s parents, and the asylum office
staff. This work involves writing messages and
waiting for answers. It takes more time and energy
than it used to. I appreciate your prayers for strength
and patience.

We also help families with food and necessities like
milk, diapers, and children’s clothes. One mother
told me she knew how to sew, so I encouraged her to
make clothes for her daughters. I gave her a new
dress and she made two dresses for her daughters. I
thank God that I received my Greek visa, and it is
good until August 2021. It took more than a year to
prepare all the needed documents. When the elder
from the Greek Evangelical Church went with me to
meet with my caseworker at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, she told him it was her first time to issue a
long-term visa, and she had to be careful with all the
details. Then she asked how long the church would
need my help. The elder replied, “You know we have
the refugees here now, and we do not think this will
go away any time soon.”
Thank you again for your partnership with me. I pray
that the Lord will bless you and encourage you in
your ministry locally and internationally.
I pray peace and blessings on all of you.
In Christ, Nadia Ayoub

NEW PRESBYTERY OF
THE PEAKS
MISSION GRANTS
The Mission Committee of the Presbytery of
the Peaks is seeking grant proposals for
mission outreach within the Presbytery and
also for mission opportunities outside of the
Presbytery. Funds have been made available
from the Presbytery’s Church Dismissal
Funds (monies the Presbytery has received
from former member churches who have
elected to leave the denomination) for such
mission grants. A total of $32,000 is available
in 2020, with $21,364 designated for mission
work within the Presbytery and $10,656 for
mission work outside the Presbytery.
One of the goals of these grants is to
empower churches with smaller budgets who
have plans and a passion to serve at-risk
children and youth in their neighborhoods.
The seed grant fund would allow
congregations to plan now for new mission
outreach when the virus limitations are lifted.
The second opportunity is for broad mission
support outside our Presbytery, in Virginia, in
the United States, or internationally. The
deadline for receipt of grant applications for
both programs is October 1, 2020.
Our Mission and Service Committee is
currently reaching out to organizations we
have a relationship with to see if they might
have qualifying programs. If anyone has any
suggestions for suitable candidates, please
let Barbara Hise or Joe Wilson know as soon
as possible.

Thank you
for continuing
your love and
support by
mailing in your
tithes and
offerings to the
church.

HAPPY
AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS!
1
3
6
8
12
17
28

Harriet Snead
Billy Oliver
Martha Carter
Elyza Pillow
Lucas Pillow
Sue Rollinson
Mildred McCabe

At its July 19, 2020 Stated Meeting, Session
decided to continue virtual-only worship
services and other meetings in light of the
coronavirus situation for the foreseeable
future. One exception is that Session gave
approval for the handbell choir to resume
rehearsals, using hand chimes only, following
all CDC and handbell manufacturer
recommendations for maintaining social
distancing, wearing masks, and sanitizing the
chimes and any affected surfaces. This is
pending receiving approval and any guidance
from the church's insurance company.

Session also reluctantly approved the
recommendation of the Preschool Committee
that the Preschool suspend operations for the
2020-2021 school year and provide refunds
for any families who have paid deposits for
the year.
On a more positive note, the financial report
shows that we are pretty much on budget for
the year to date, both on the income side and
on the expense side. Many thanks to all who
have faithfully sent in pledges during this
difficult time.
Joe Wilson was elected to serve as ElderCommissioner at the August meeting of the
Presbytery of the Peaks, which will be held
via Zoom Teleconference. in late breaking
news, it was just announced that one of the
times on the agenda for that meeting will be
to vote on calling the Rev. Dr. Carl Utley as
the General Presbyter for the Presbytery.
Carl has been serving as the Transitional
General Presbyter since Nancy Dawson
retired as GP, and has offered terrific
leadership during the hardships of recent
months for all of the member churches.

You are invited!!! Social Time, 9:30a
Sunday School, 9:45a, hosted by Joe
Wilson on Zoom. The Lessons are
from The Present Word, “The Many
Faces of Wisdom”, summer 2020
booklet. Don't hesitate to call Joe at
(540) 862-7017 if you would like to be
included or if you have questions,
including doing a trial-run beforehand
to access zoom.

First Presbyterian Church, Covington VA
Worship Services Will Be Held on Our Youtube Channel
FPC CovingtonVA Sunday School & Meetings Will Be Held via Zoom
Devotions with Daniel Pillow Will Be on Our YouTube channel
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