Under Our Roof
October 2020
Some years ago, I recall hearing the phrase, “Presbyterians Do it Decently and in Order.”
The statement, as I understand it, suggests that Presbyterians choose to order our worship in
accord with our joint understanding of sound teaching and/or practice. The statement,
viewed by those familiar with its historical roots, indicates that Presbyterian worship is
constructed/ designed intentionally to conform with sound Biblical
teachings/understandings. That same statement, without an appropriate background
understanding of its origins, may appear to represent “superiority” claims by the
denomination.
My interpretation of “Presbyterians Do it Decently and in Order” is that there are sound
ways to worship and sound ways to order/direct/live our lives. Living one’s life based on
faithful teaching and/or practice glorifies the God we serve. The statement reflects an
intentional way of being, an intentional worship response based on the teachings of Christ.
Likewise, there are sound ways to live one’s daily life. Based on sound Biblical teachings,
sound life practices reflect our desire to live so that God is using us in any and all
circumstances. I often am reminded that it is not what happens to us in life that matters the
most, rather, it is how we choose to respond to that life circumstance. A faithful response, a
response consistent with God’s word, is always the appropriate response.
Each of us is at our best when we are choosing to be faithful, to be responsible, to allow
ourselves via our actions to testify to the goodness of God. Today’s pandemic challenge is a
perfect example. None of us chose to experience this pandemic, but each of us is choosing
and/or controlling how we respond to it. Again, the faithful response is the most appropriate
response.
When we are at our best, when we have chosen to live so God can use our behaviors to
testify to His goodness, to His faithfulness, we demonstrate our faithfulness. Here is my
prayer for each of us, “Father, may we choose to be faithful in our daily responses, trusting
that those responses may let others know who is the Lord and Savior of our lives. . .
regardless of the circumstance we face.” When we are at our best, we are God’s disciples
who have intentionally responded so that His Teachings prevail – it’s been done “Decently
and in Order!” – A Model Presbyterian Disciple (smile, don’t gloat).
Grateful,
<GG>

Peace & Global
Witness Offering –
October 4th
Peace is active, not passive;
Peace is doing, not waiting.

October
Birthdays
4 Kathy Howard
4 Jim Oliver
16 Jim Slate
24 Susannah Cornelius
25 Pam Pace
30 Gary Pillow

Sunday
November 1, 2020
at 2:00 a.m.
Remember to turn your clocks
back one hour!

Your gifts will help more people experience the
freedom and dignity that Christ wants for
everyone.
Let us offer the peace of Christ in all times
and all ways.

The
Peace
&
Global
Witness
Denominational Collection will occur on
October 4th. A gift to the Peace & Global
Witness Offering enables the church to
promote the Peace of Christ by addressing
systems of conflict and injustice across the
world. Individual congregations are
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this
Offering to connect with the global witness
of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an
additional 25% for ministries of peace and
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used
by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to
advocate for peace and justice in cultures of
violence, including our own, through
collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness. At First Presbyterian
Church, we give our local portion to the
support of Safehome Systems. A special
envelop should be found in your donation
box for this collection.
Many thanks for your generous and
thoughtful gifts.
-- Mission & Service Committee

Back to Worship
(in Person)
Task Force
We have exciting news to share! The Worship and
Music Committee has formed a Task Force to
facilitate the re-opening of our beautiful
sanctuary, in a safe and effective way, to hold in
person worship. The team is led by Barbara Hise,
and includes Martha Carter, Ronnie Hise, Sandra
Minter, Steve Minter, and Anne Wright. Denise
Pillow and Sara Lu Snyder, from the W&M
Committee, are key sponsors and participants as
well.
We’ve met twice, and have established October
25th as our target date to host in-person worship
services. Here are some other highlights and
“guiding principles” we’ve adopted:
 Safety is our overriding goal; we won’t
reopen until we’re confident we’ve
minimized the risks of exposure of
congregation members and staff to viruses.
That also means the attendees must agree
to follow the protocols that will be
established! Think masks and social
distancing.
 We will definitely continue to have the online worship services, and our goal is to
simply have the in-person service be
recorded and delivered on-line. Thanks to
Martha, Sandra, George, and others who
have worked hard to produce over 27 online worship services!!
 We will reopen the Church in “phases”.
Phase 1 will include use of the sanctuary,
narthex, and a limited number of
restrooms by attendees, and only on the
designated day of worship. Staff will
continue to have access to office areas, of
course.
 Our protocols will be informed by and
compliant with guidance from the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC), Virginia Dept.
of Health (VDH), our Presbytery, our
insurance provider, and any local
regulations or guidelines.
We welcome your ideas and suggestions as we
plan for a safe and long-anticipated reopening of
our sanctuary! Stay tuned for more information.

Presbytery of the Peaks
As part of its ongoing reorganization, our
presbytery has just added two members
to its staff: Sam Smith, who will serve as
part-time
Program
Director
for
Discipleship, and Rev. Dave Baker, fulltime Communications Director. We
welcome them to our presbytery staff
and look forward to working with both
of them.
For more information about them,
please see the Peaks Postingsdated
September
29,
2020,
found
here: https://www.peakspresbytery.org/
images/2020_Peaks_Postings/PP_Sept29
_2020.pdf .

Our church has been invited to join the
churches in our denomination that have
become Matthew 25 churches. What does
this mean?

Where to begin?
There are already PC(USA) congregations
that identify themselves as Matthew 25
churches. We aim to help multiply this
loving commitment to radical and fearless
discipleship by partnering with mid
councils and congregations to help them
embrace one or more of these three
focuses:






Building congregational vitality by
challenging people and
congregations to deepen their faith
and get actively and joyfully
engaged with their community and
the world.
Dismantling structural racism by
advocating and acting to break
down the systems, practices and
thinking that underlie
discrimination, bias, prejudice and
oppression of people of color.
Eradicating systemic poverty by
working to change laws, policies,
plans and structures in our society
that perpetuate economic
exploitation of people who are
poor.

For more information, visit
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/mini
stries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25church/.

Session met for its September Stated Meeting on
September 15. The following items were among
the business conducted:
Received notice of a $5,000 donation from
former members, to be used for benevolences.
This was referred to the Mission and Service
Committee for recommendations. We are very
grateful to have such loyal members and former
members.
Approved a grant application to the
Presbytery of the Peaks Mission Committee for
Boys Home to support construction of a new cabin
on their property, teaching the boys building skills
and to give them a retreat facility. The Mission
Committee of the presbytery has made money
available from their Church Dismissal Fund.
Approved
Two-Cents-a-Meal
grant
applications for three programs: the South
Covington Care Pantry, the Roma Mission Center
in Peterfalva, Ukraine, and the Christian Schools
for Roma Children in Nagydobrony, Ukraine. We
have had great support for each of these programs
in recent years from the Two-Cents-a-Meal
program in our denomination.
Postponed discussion of becoming a
Matthew 25 congregation. For additional
information on this initiative, see articles elsewhere
in this newsletter.
Received a report on the status of Austin
Peery’s case in the Circuit Court. Peery had pled
guilty to three of five charges of embezzlement and
was scheduled for a sentencing hearing on
September 15. We had submitted a Victim Impact
Statement that was included in the record. Peery
had not cooperated with the probation officer in the
preparation of his presenting recommendation
investigation, and his bail was revoked and he was
remanded to jail. A new sentencing hearing has
been set for November 15.
The next stated meeting of Session will be
on October 18, 2020 following morning worship.

Nadia Ayoub
Serving in Greece
September 2020
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to
the Lord all the earth. Sing to the
Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds
among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most worthy of
praise; he is to be feared above all gods. — Psalm 96:1-4
Dear friends and families,
I greet you all in the name of our God, the Father, the Son
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Worthy is the Lord to be
praised and worshiped
in all our situations
because he has saved
us and continues to do
marvelous
deeds
among all peoples. And
I pray the Lord will give
us the unified song that
together
we
will
proclaim his majesty
and justice, his glory
and love for all peoples.
(Building friendships by sharing an
I praise the Lord
Iraqi specialty kofta bel ladin.)
because of you, my
faithful mission partners. I thank you so much for your prayers,
encouragement, and financial support that make it possible for
me to be here where the need is so great. Because of you, I am
able to proclaim God’s love to the refugees and forced
immigrants in Greece. Although some may despise and reject
them, you have enabled me to serve as an interpreter and
witness to Christ’s love.
With a sad voice, Sana said, “Why (does) the nurse always
shout at us? (It is) because we are refugees!” Sana and I were
at the doctor’s office for her prenatal appointment. I
accompanied her as a translator. We arrived on time, checked
in, and registered. We then waited until the nurse called us
forward. Without looking at her computer, she asked us to go
and register. When we told her we had registered, she insisted
we had not until her helper pointed to Sana’s name on the
screen. Then she asked us to wait again. In the past, refugees
have had to wait all day to be seen by the doctor. The hospital
is 25km away from Katerini, where Sana and I live. It is a long
trip by bus.
But something different happened on this day. A new doctor
came out and asked us to come into the examination room.
She was very kind, listened to Sana, examined her, and gave
her the print-out of the first ultrasound picture of her baby. She
then asked us to return to the waiting room to get instructions,
blood tests, and vitamin prescriptions from the nurse. Sana and
I praised God for the good treatment.

But this did not last for long. When we came out of the
examination room, the nurse shouted and waved her hands at
us. I was calm and waited for an explanation. But Sana was
very distressed and said that she believed that the nurse
treated her badly because she was a refugee. I calmed Sana,
took her to the waiting room, and promised her that I would
report the nurse if she did not apologize. Half an hour later, the
nurse called to come to her desk. She asked Sana for her
information, so I translated for her. The nurse was surprised
and exclaimed, “Oh, you understand Greek” I said, “Yes, but I
do not know why you were shouting at us.” The nurse told us it
was because we went in to see the doctor without her
permission. I replied that the doctor had invited us to come in.
So the nurse said, “Then my problem is not with you but with
the doctor.” I told Sana that the nurse had almost apologized,
but Sana was still hurt and told me she would not return to the
hospital for her monthly check-up until two weeks before her
delivery date. We laughed and went home.
Perichoresis found a job for Mahdi. I called him to tell him that
he could start work the next day. His wife Salwa answered the
phone and told me Mahdi was very sick with a fever, vomiting,
diarrhea, and sweating. She was very afraid he had the
coronavirus. I asked if she had taken his temperature. She had
not because she did not know how to read the thermometer. I
told her I would bring her a digital thermometer Mahdi was
quarantining himself in his room when I arrived. They were very
sad so I comforted them and told them that Mahdi was young
and would be able to recover. They told me that back in their
homeland, people believe that getting the coronavirus is a
punishment from God. They also worry that if they go to the
hospital, they will not be treated and will be left to die.
Thankfully, Perichoresis was able to provide transportation for
Mahdi to go to the hospital to get tested for the coronavirus. He
was negative. We gave
thanks to God, and
Mahdi came out of
quarantine and rejoiced
with his family.
As you can read, my
work with the refugees
continues. I have been
working with refugees
for two years now, and
it has been four years
since many have been
stuck in Greece against
their will. I have built many friendships. When the refugees
leave Greece for other countries, they continue to reach out to
me with news of their heartaches, successes, achievements,
prayer requests, and thanksgiving for answered prayers. We
are concerned about the news of the fire in Moria Camp in
Lesbos, Greece, that houses 13,000 refugees. We pray more
European countries will open their borders to receive and
welcome the refugees.
Again I thank you so much. Because of you, we can fulfill our
Lord Jesus’ commandment to go into all the world and tell the
good news to all creation together.
Serving Christ with you, Nadia Ayoub

First Presbyterian Church

Tentative Date for In-Person Worship is October 25, 2020
Sunday Worship and Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Held on Our YouTube Channel
Social Hour, Sunday School and Meetings Continue to Be Held via Zoom

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

4 Devotions

5 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School
9:45a

Mission and
Service
Committee, 5p

Worship,
11:00a
11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a Sunday
School 9:45a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Fri
2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Sat
3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Worship and
Music
Committee &
Staff, 1p

13 Devotions 14 Devotions 15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions 17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

Worship,
11:00a

18 Devotions

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a Sunday
School 9:45a
Worship,
11:00a
Session Meets
after Worship
25 Devotions 26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
w/ Daniel, 8a
Sunday School
9:45a
In Person
Worship,
11:00a
(tentative)

20 Devotions 21 Devotions 22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions 28 Devotions 29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions 24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions 31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Newsletter VOUCHERS
Items Due, DUE, 10a
10a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
(540) 962-2195 or Sandi (540) 862-7017
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA
FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

w/ Daniel, 8a

