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November 2020
Mission Accomplished
Sunday, October 25, 2020 marked two executions of planning by committees at First Presbyterian
Church, Covington, Virginia. The first, the execution of an in-church worship service after much
discussion and planning by the Worship Committee. That plan followed an earlier decision not to
hold in-person services due to issues surrounding COVID-19. The second execution of planning
was the called congregational meeting to receive a report from the church’s Pastoral Nominating
Committee.
Sunday’s “in person” morning worship had over 20 worshippers, all of whom had followed the
instructions of the Worship Committee to notify the church that they would attend. Each attendee
sat in his/her assigned seat, with a posted name tag on the back of the pew in front of each
assigned seat. All worshippers were masked, except the pastor who was leading worship, and a
generous distance between attendees was maintained. It was, from my prospective as the pastor
leading service for the first time since the pandemic, a moving experience.
The second major accomplishment of the day was the execution of the called congregational
meeting to receive the report from the Pastoral Nominating Committee regarding calling the next
installed First Presbyterian Church pastor. What execution by members present in-person, and
others via Zoom from wherever they tuned in from! All done, as Presbyterian love to do,
“… decently and in order.”
What an experience for this pastor, a lifetime Presbyterian who began ministry in 1977 serving 13
years as a pastor, 20 years on Presbytery staff, and now 10 years post-Presbytery Staff. After all of
those experiences, now I moderate my first congregational meeting via Zoom with both “in
person” worshippers and Zoomed in members voting to call their next installed pastor!
I bet each of us participating in worship and the called congregational meeting on Sunday are
among a rare group of Presbyterians . . . but we upheld good Presbyterian Polity . . . Presbyterians
do it “decently and in order.”
Ministry Partners of First Presbyterian Church, Covington, Virginia, thanks for allowing me to
share the past few months of ministry with you. I hope you agree it has been done “Decently and
in Order.”
<GG>

November
Birthdays
7 Mary Baker
7 Becca Young
21 Lonnie Rider
24 Leah Pillow

The Reverend Susi Ennis will
begin her ministry with us
soon. She will be moving from
Poplar, MT to Covington over
the next couple of weeks and
will be leading us in worship on
November 22nd. Let’s give her
a big Alleghany Highlands
Welcome!

We also wish a warm welcome to
Eddie Plott who recently joined First
Presbyterian by letter of transfer
from Trinity Presbyterian in Atlanta,
GA. Continue to make Eddie feel
right at home!

Two Ways to Worship
With FPC!
In-Person

Adhering to Covid-19 Protocols
&

Virtually

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 1, 2020

On Our YouTube Channel FPC
CovingtonVA

11:00 a.m. Sundays

 Approved a mission grant application to
Presbytery of the Peaks, seeking $3,000 in
support of the Roma Help-School in
Nagydobrony, Ukraine.
At its October Stated Meeting, Session took the
following actions:
 Gladly received Eddie Plott into
membership, following receipt of a
certificate of transfer from his home
church of Trinity Presbyterian in Atlanta.
We will plan a formal reception ceremony
during morning worship at a future date.
 Approved holding a virtual prayer service
at 4 pm on Sunday, October 18, 2020 with
the Rev. Mr. George C. Goodman
officiating, in remembrance of Gwen
Shropshire Gorham, who passed away on
October 8, 2020.
 Received the report from the Return to InPerson Worship Task Force, and approved
their plan to return to in-person worship
starting October 25, 2020, in accordance
with their prescribed safety protocols.
 Approved distributing a recent $1,000
special designated offering equally
between the Christian Schools for Roma
Children in Nagydobrony, Ukraine, and
the Roma Mission Center in Peterfalva,
Ukraine.
 Approved distributing a recent $5,000
special designated offering as follows:
o $1,250 to the COPE Food Pantry
o $1,250 to the South Covington
Care Pantry
o $1,250 to Safehomes of Covington
o $250 to the Men of Mission.
o $500 to CEDEPCA(USA) to support
their mission work in Guatemala
o $500 to support the mission work
of the Rev. Dr. Becca Young, as
pledged in the April, 2020
Resolution of Appreciation.

 Approved a mission grant application to
Presbytery of the Peaks, seeking $3,245 in
support of one-year college scholarships
for three girls from the Good Samaritan
Reformed
Children’s
Home
in
Nagydobrony, Ukraine, and further
pledged to match any granted funds up to
$3,245 using funds from our Margaret
Thompson World Mission Fund, in the
hopes of fully funding the request.
 Approved a mission grant application to
Presbytery of the Peaks, seeking $2,000 in
support of the mission of CEDEPCA(USA)
to provide emergency food, hygiene and
seed kits to 30 Guatemalan families for
one month, and further pledged to match
grant funds up to $1,000 from our
Margaret Thompson Hunger Relief Fund
in the hopes of fully funding the request.
 Approved authorizing the relocation
expenses for our new pastor, currently
estimated at a total of $13,600.

Grant Funds Requested
for

College Scholarships
You will find in the Session Update that we
approved the application for grant funding for
one-year college scholarship for three girls from
the Good Samaritan Children's Home in
Nagydobrony, Ukraine. This orphanage has
served as the host for our mission travelers when
we have visited our Roma Mission work in
Ukraine, so some of us are personally touched by
this mission. Our friend David Pandy-Szekeres is
serving as our intermediary with the Children's
Home, and suggested (and drafted) the
application. We are grateful to him for his
continued service in his various mission works in
sub-Carpathian Ukraine. The application also
included descriptions of the three girls, which will
be included in a future newsletter once funding is
approved.
The Good Samaritan Children’s Home, located in
the town of Nagydobrony in western Ukraine,
was opened in the summer of 1998, it having
been constructed with the funds of the Dutch
Hulp Oost-Europa Foundation in a partnership
with the Reformed Church congregation of
Nagydobrony. Established to provide a Christian
environment with European-standard care and
infrastructure for handicapped and/or orphaned
girls, it has always struggled to make ends meet,
dependent for its operating income on Dutch
support, its farm [replete with greenhouses for
vegetable production, livestock and poultry for its
dairy, meat and egg needs and its field crops for
potatoes and cabbage], private donations and
Hungarian government subsidies. Despite being
visited twice by the wife of a former president of
Ukraine and lauded as one of the most exemplary
social institutions in the country, it has never
received any support, financial or other, from
official Ukrainian state sources. The reason for
this is that the institution is not a state-run
operation. For the last year it has been filled to
overflowing capacity with its seventy-four girl

residents, willingly taking in needy girls when
other state institutions turn their backs.
The onset of the covid-19 pandemic with the
shutting down of schools country-wide has hit the
institution hard, this requiring all seventy-four
girls to be in lockdown at the institution without
respite for months on end, this exhausting the
staff and also the pantry. [For more information
and photographs pertaining to the institution,
type “Irgalmas Szamaritánus Gyermekotthon”
into your search engine.]
Three of the institution’s girls graduated from
secondary school this past spring and have
decided to continue their studies at the next level,
this putting an extra financial demand on the
institution. It is for help in defraying the
educational costs of these three girls that the
institution would seek financial support from our
church organization. Funds are needed for
educational materials, transportation, meals and
clothes. The girls are already commuting on a
daily basis from the children’s home to their
different schools. The request would be for an
amount of $6,490 for the 2020-21 school year.

Diana

Marika B.

Marika K.

that you will forgive us for giving away
your negotiating strategy -- you truly have
mastered "The Art of the Deal."

At the end of this month we will be
bidding a fond farewell to our faithful
partner in ministry these past five months,
the Rev. Mr. George Goodman. We were
so fortunate -- some would say blessed -that George finished up his term as
temporary supply at Westminster P.C. in
Lynchburg back in June and was able and
willing to step in as our Temporary Supply
(or "Bridge") Pastor until we could call a
new pastor. Of course, most of us have
known George for many years from his
work as Associate Presbyter at the
Presbytery of the Peaks, but working with
him in this environment gave us a whole
new appreciation of his attitude, his faith,
and his leadership.
When we entered into negotiations with
George about serving as Temporary
Supply, he told us that he is forever
grateful for the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church (USA), and that it is
his hope to continue to serve the Church in
any way he is able for as long as he is able
to do the work. Be not mistaken; our
negotiations with him were difficult and
protracted. When we talked about money,
his response was "I am happy to do the
work for whatever you are willing and able
to offer." When we talked about the
number of hours required, his response
was "Let's get the scope of the work nailed
down, then we can worry about the hours
required." When we talked about the scope
of the work, his response was "I am happy
to do whatever I can, to the best of my
ability, with God's help." George, I trust

George was very much working outside of
his comfort zone. He has been a people
person from the get-go, and being limited
by the Covid pandemic has no doubt
cramped his style. He was not experienced
in leading worship virtually (nor being
stuck in one place to preach his sermons!),
and yet he persevered and we have all been
uplifted and enriched by his sermons and
leadership.
George related his joy at being able to
finally lead worship with people in our
pews on October 25, and his thankfulness
for the dedication and planning that this
congregation has done to make this
possible. Our joy no doubt fed from what
he was feeling, He has been a spiritual
leader and a cheerleader for all of us who
have been able to interact with him in one
way or another, and we wish him all the
best and Godspeed in whatever the next
phase of his ministry brings.
Thank you for everything, George!

Growing Through Gratitude

Solitude as Soul Care

Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple
physical, mental and emotional benefits.
Psychologist Robert Emmons calls
gratitude “fertilizer for the mind”
because of its powerful effects.

Richard J. Foster (Celebration of Discipline) says
solitude is “more a state of mind and heart” than a
place. “There is a solitude of the heart that can be
maintained at all times. Crowds, or the lack of
them, have little to do with this
inward attentiveness.”

He admits gratitude isn’t always easy –
especially when life throws us curveballs
(see the year 2020) – but says it can be
most helpful during and after difficulties.
Emmons suggests reframing challenges
using thankfulness-based language. Ask,
for example: Though I wasn’t grateful for
the experience at the time, how can I be
now?? What lessons did I learn, and how
did I grow as a person?
Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul
reframes his extensive sufferings and
urges us to do the same. “Give thanks in
all circumstances,” he writes, “for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:18, NIV)

Although
Jesus
preferred
crown-free alone times, that’s
not always feasible. But no
matter your surroundings and
responsibilities, you can carve
our intentional time to “be still.”
(Psalm 46:10). Try these tips
for adding solitude to life’s
rhythms:
 Take a day.
Every
month or two, enjoy a
day of solitude. Turn off your phone and
spend the day with God.
 Take an hour. Treat this time as an
important calendar appointment. Keep it
free to protect your solitude.
 Take a minute. Before a big meeting or as
you’re answering the phone, breathe
deeply and invite God into the moment.

First Presbyterian Church
Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Held on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School and Meetings Continue to Be Held via Zoom

November 2020
Sun
1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Mon
2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Tue
3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Wed
4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Thu
5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Fri
6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Sat
7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Worship and
Music
Committee &
Staff, 1p

8 Devotions

9 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School
9:45a

Mission and
Service
Committee, 5p

Worship,
11:00a
15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a Sunday
School 9:45a
Worship,
11:00a
Session Meets
after Worship

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions

23 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a, Sunday
School 9:45a
Worship,
11:00a
Rev. Susi Ennis
29 Devotions 30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a, Sunday
School 9:45a

10 Devotions 11 Devotions 12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

13 Devotions 14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

VETERAN’S
DAY

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a
17 Devotions 18 Devotions 19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

24 Devotions 25 Devotions 26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions 21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions 28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS Newsletter THANKSGIVING
DUE, 10a Items Due,

10a

Worship,
11:00a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
(540) 962-2195 or Sandi (540) 862-7017
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA
FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

w/ Daniel, 8a

