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Happy New Year.  This year we are so looking forward to 2021. 
 

Last January no one could have anticipated how challenging 2020 would be.  

Social media has produced a number of cute sayings about this year.  Two have stuck 

with me.  “The most useless thing I bought was a 2020 planner.”  “I am staying up 
until midnight to make sure that 2020 leaves.”   

  
We follow traditions such as eating black-eyed peas and collard greens for good 

luck; or opening doors and windows at midnight so that the old year departs. 
 

When the calendar changes from one year to the next we make resolutions to 

change our habits and behaviors.  It is our attempt to become a better person. 
 

Whatever we believe about New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, we believe in 

something that brings new life that is bigger than a day on the calendar to bring us 
something new and better.  We trust in God who brings us new life every day, not 

just on January 1. 
 

From the Prophet Isaiah, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  

(Isaiah 43:19, NRSV). 
 

This new thing, this new beginning that we have each day is found in the 

person of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  Jesus talked to Nicodemus about new life.  Jesus 
said, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 

from above.” (John 3:5, NRSV) This is the discussion where Jesus gives one of the 
most recognized statements of the Bible: “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 

Later Paul would tell the Corinthians, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 

Corinthians 5:17, NRSV) 
 

Because we trust in God to make all things new, every day gives us the 

opportunity to transform our lives for the better.  We do not have to wait for January 

1 of a new year.  Every day we confess our brokenness to God with the confidence 
that we will be make new. 

 
Pastor Susi
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Our wonderful PW group. COVID may 
separate us for a time but never in our 
hearts.  So looking forward to being 
together again.  Our last time together 
2019. 

 
 
 
“Grant to us, O Lord, 
to know that which is 
worth knowing, to 
love that which is 

worth loving, to praise that which 
can bear with praise, to hate what 
in thy sight is unworthy, to prize 
what to thee is precious, and above 
all to search out and to do what is 
well-pleasing unto thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 ~ Thomas a Kempis  
 
Thomas a Kempis (1379 - 
1471);  an Augustinian monk, born 
in Kempen, in the Rhine province 
of Germany.  He is generally 

considered to be the author of The 
Imitation of Christ, the most widely 
circulated book in the world after 
the Bible, and the flower of 
medieaval mysticism. 
 
 



 Star Words 
by Pastor Susi 

 
We all know the 
Christmas Song,  
“The 12 Days of 
Christmas”.  This 
song is based upon the liturgical 
season of Christmas Tide.  The 

church calendar counts these 12 
day from Christmas Day and 
ends with Epiphany.  Epiphany 
is the day on which we celebrate 
the visit of the magi to Jesus as 
they followed the light of the 
star. 
 

Several years ago a Presbyterian 

pastor, Rev. Marci Glass, began 
a practice in her church called 
Star Words.  Star Words 

celebrates the star which guided 
the magi to their destination, 
Jesus Christ.   
 

The practice of Star Words is 

that you receive a cutout of a 

star.  On that star is a word.  
You are asked to use this word 
throughout the year.  Reflect on 
it.  Watch for the ways in which 
this word might have 
significance in your life.  Some 
people journal their reflections 
and observations.  Others use 

the word to reflect in their 
prayers and devotions of the 
day.  Your Star Word is yours 

to use in any way you choose. 
 

Back in January 2020, I drew 
the word “understanding” as my 
Star Word for the year.  Little 

did I know at the time what this 
word would mean for the year.  
Yes, the year 2020 has brought 
with it a need to understand 
many things in different ways.  It 
was necessary to define and 
understand what it means to 
worship God in a time when 
travel and gathering together 
has restrictions.  It has been 
necessary to understand who 
God is in the midst of a 
pandemic.  And for me, I am 
now trying to understand what it 
means to be a pastor in a new 
setting. 
 

Typically, on the Sunday closest 
to Epiphany I place the star 
cutouts face down in baskets 
which are passed through the 
pews, asking those who choose 
to participate to take one 
without looking at the word.  As 
I introduce the practice here, it 
will be different this year.  In the 
next week or so you will receive 

an envelope from me with your 
star(s).  I will have the star 
cutout face down in a basket 
and draw them as I address the 
envelopes and pray over the 
people to whom they are being 
mailed. 
 

The choice to use the word you 

receive is up to you and God.  It 
is my hope that by pondering 
the word and its significance, 
you will grow closer to God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit. 



News from our Missionaries, 

the Carrikers, Brazil,  

December 7, 2020 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Wow! What a year for us all! And it looks like we have a 
few more months to go before this pandemic is under 
control. We pray that you all have been and will remain 
safe. And we lament the loss of friends and family that 
many of us have experienced. I imagine we will 
increasingly hear more talk concerning the lessons the 
world has learned and will be learning from this 
pandemic. All that since our last communication in 
April. 
 

In spite of the pandemic and similar shutdowns and 
slowdowns here in Brazil as you are experiencing in the 
USA, we continue to have a very active and busy 
ministry, albeit without all the travel. That includes 
about two dozen virtual “lives”, a few virtual mission 
conferences, numerous virtual prayer meetings, three 
online courses and a few online interviews and forums 
… all that from the convenience of my home computer. 
 

And then there are the publication projects … a few 
magazine articles, three books that are soon to be 
released in Portuguese (God’s mission and our call. A 
Biblical Theology of the Whole Mission; A Missional 
Dive into the Book of Acts and The Bible and Mission. 
Reading, History, Authority and Interpretation). You see 
the recurring theme of mission. That is our continual 
contribution to the Brazilian missionary movement that 
has grown from a few hundred when we began this 
ministry in the early 1980’s to the current incredible 
number of 9,000+ Brazilian cross-cultural Protestant 
missionaries, the second largest continent in the world 
(after the USA). It is difficult to not remain excited and 
motivated. 
 

Finally, there is our long, now 13-year project of 
the Mission Study Bible, for which I continue to serve 
as General Editor. You probably remember that the 
Portuguese version came out in 2014 and the Spanish 
in 2017. Since then we have worked on a new edition in 
English and a widely updated new edition in 
Portuguese using a newer Bible translation with 
updated notes, reflections and maps. The English 
edition was nearing completion a year ago when we 
decided to invite a younger group of editors to criticize 
and add newer contributions targeting the younger 
generations. That was a great move but added nearly 
an additional year to the project. With that and this 

year’s pandemic and consequential financial 
consequences both projects, originally scheduled for 
release in 2021, have now been delayed for release 
until 2022. Although that is a little disappointing, we are 
so happy to receive contributions from world Christian 
mission leaders like Leighton Ford, Michael Goheen, 
Chris Wright and Samuel Escobar. 
 

I’ve probably belaboured this communication enough, 
but I must say … much without cliché… that we are 
especially grateful for your support during these last 43 
years of ministry in Brazil … your prayers, your 
encouragement and too, your financial support. I turned 
68 this year and Marta 63, so my support is full 
(pension and Social Security) and Marta’s partial 
(pension … she’ll take Social Security in 3 more years). 
All that is to say we have practically made it to “self” 
support and you all have helped us get there. Thank 
you so much. 
 

Please remain safe during the holidays. 
 

A hearty embrace to you all… 
 

In Him, 
 

Tim and Marta 
Tim Carriker <tim.carriker@gmail.com> 
 

Two Cents a Meal 
Grants Awarded 

 

We joyously share with you that our three applications 
for Two Cents a Meal Grants were fill as of the fall grant 
cycle!  Each of these is met with a 50% match from the 
Margaret Thompson Fund for Hunger Relief, providing 
even greater program support: 

 South Covington Care Pantry: $1,300 grant to 
support their food pantry program in the 
Covington area, buying nearly all their food via 
Feeding America Southwest Virginia, 
economically using their funds. 

 Christian Schools for Roma Children, 
Nagydobrony, Ukraine: $3,000 grant to provide 
funding for the provision of a mid-morning 
snack and a warm, cooked meal at lunchtime 
for Roma school children. 

 Roma Mission Center, Peterfalva, Ukraine: 
$3,000 to provide a mid-morning snack and 
noontime cooked meal for the preschool and 
kindergarten children. 

We are very appreciative of the Presbytery of the 
Peaks for this continued funding. 
 

- Mission & Service Committee 

mailto:tim.carriker@gmail.com


Presbytery of the Peaks Mission Grants 

Awarded for At Risk Children and Youth – 

November 2020 
 

First Presbyterian Church is very blessed to bring 

additional funds to four organizations both 

locally in our Presbytery and beyond to serve at-

risk children or youth. The Mission Committee of 

our Presbytery of the Peaks had $32,000 from 

“church dismissal funds” to distribute.  The 

Committee gave this to 11 different mission 

efforts recommended by congregations, including 

$10,745 or 34% going to the four missions that 

we recommended.  They are: 

 

Boys Home of Virginia, $2,500 for the 

construction of a cabin. Alongside 

traditional academics, the Boys Home 

School offers an Applied Trades program, 

with the goal of teaching marketable skills 

to those students who are interested in 

careers in the trades. Boys Home currently 

offers carpentry, woodworking, home 

wiring, robotics, National Center for 

Construction Education and Research 

(NCCER) Core Curriculum, and HVAC 

classes. For this school year, trades classes 

will have an exciting new project. 

Carpentry teacher Louis Sarratt plans to 

lead his class through construction of a 

basic cabin. Students will build the 

majority of the cabin in the classroom. 

When all the pieces are built, they will 

transport it to a scenic location up the hill 

on the Boys Home campus, where they’ll 

finish assembly. Once it’s complete, it will 

be available for students to use and enjoy 

in their free time. Students will be 

encouraged to spend time hiking or 

mountain biking up the nearby trail, 

hunting (with proper adult supervision), 

and generally appreciating the nearby 

surroundings. Lastly, as living in 

community can sometimes be stressful, we 

anticipate the cabin to be a safe and 

peaceful place where students can take a 

break from their housemates! 

 

CEDEPCA USA, $2,000, for Emergency 

Food, Hygiene and Seed Kits to help 20 

families for one month. The Protestant 

Center for Pastoral Studies in Central 

America (CEDEPCA) is an educational 

institution that contributes to the 

transformation of lives and contexts by 

providing training and accompaniment, 

and by offering spaces for reflection to 

women and men from diverse Christian 

traditions, communities and contexts.. 

Further First Presbyterian Church pledged 

a 50% match for any grant monies 

awarded for this application, up to $1,000, 

from our Thompson Hunger Relief Fund, 

will feed another10 families for a month, 

for a total of 30 families being fed for a 

month. 

 

Help-School, Nagydobrony, Ukraine, 

$3,000 for provide financial support for 

the wages of six individuals serving as 

staff for a help-school for Roma children 

in Nagydobrony, Ukraine. The number of 

pupils attending the help-school varies 

from year to year, the most having been 

fifty-seven three years ago. In September 

2020 forty-seven pupils in four different 

groups began their studies here: a grade 

two and a grade three class and two 

correctional classes of pupils. All these 

pupils are officially enrolled in the local 

state school and are only at the help-school 

for two or three years until they have been 

brought to the level in their studies and 

abilities at which they can be integrated 

into the classes at the state school. Most of 

the teachers are also official staff members 

of the local state school but put in extra 

hours teaching and helping the pupils at 

the help-school. Certain additional 

activities and lessons not provided by the 

state school are available to the pupils at 

the help-school, these being individual 

music lessons, computer classes and 

religious instruction. The pupils here are 

provided with a mid-morning snack and a 

warm lunch, both which are much 

appreciated by those pupils who come 

from a struggling family environment.  

This grant is under the supervision of 

David Pandy-Szekeres. 

 

Good Samaritan Orphanage Scholarships, 

$3,245 for three girls to attend post  

                                     (cont’d next page) 



                      (cont’d from previous page) 

secondary education in the Ukraine with 

First Presbyterian Church pledging a 

dollar-for-dollar match for any grant 

monies awarded for this application, up to 

$3,245 from our Thompson World 

Mission Fund. The Good Samaritan 

Children’s Home, located in the town of 

Nagydobrony in western Ukraine, was 

opened in the summer of 1998, having 

been constructed with the funds of the 

Dutch Hulp Oost-Europa Foundation in a 

partnership with the Reformed Church 

congregation of Nagydobrony. Established 

to provide a Christian environment with 

European-standard care and infrastructure 

for handicapped and/or orphaned girls, it 

has always struggled to make ends meet, 

dependent for its operating income on 

Dutch support, its farm [replete with 

greenhouses for vegetable production, 

livestock and poultry for its dairy, meat 

and egg needs and its field crops for 

potatoes and cabbage], private donations 

and Hungarian government subsidies. 

Despite being visited twice by the wife of 

a former president of Ukraine and lauded 

as one of the most exemplary social 

institutions in the country, it has never 

received any support, financial or other, 

from official Ukrainian state sources. The 

reason for this is that the institution is not 

a state-run operation. For the last year it 

has been filled to overflowing capacity 

with its seventy-four girl residents, 

willingly taking in needy girls when other 

state institutions turn their backs. Three of 

the institution’s girls graduated from 

secondary school this past spring and have 

decided to continue their studies at the 

next level, this putting an extra financial 

demand on the institution. It is for help in 

defraying the educational costs of these 

three girls that the institution would seek 

financial support from your church 

organization. Funds are needed for 

educational materials, transportation, 

meals and clothes. The girls are already 

commuting on a daily basis from the 

children’s home to their different schools. 

The request would be for an amount of 

$6,490 for the 2020-21 school year. This 

grant is also under the supervision of 

David Pandy-Szekeres. 

 

Many thanks for the diligence of those within the 

Mission & Service Committee for going the extra 

steps to pull these applications together and for 

the support of Session.  

 

- Mission & Service Committee 

 

 

 
 

Like the cold of snow 
in the time of harvest, 
is a faithful messenger 
to those who send him. 

Proverbs 25:13 

 



SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT 

 
STATISTICS 
 

  Families Served # of Family Members 

November 2020 144 535 

December 2020 148 556 

 

We paid $1590.57 to Feeding America for groceries.  Our bills have been lower the last several months because they 
have purchased items with donations made to FA and passed them on to us at no cost.  Small boxes of several food 
items have also been provided to us at no cost.  The only other expense was $170 to Dollar Tree for laundry 
detergent, which was given as a Christmas gift. 

 
Deposits                                          November & December 2020 

$874.50    Local UMCs 
     $1250.00               First Presbyterian Church 
         $50.00    Memorial – Eleanor Anderson 
       $250.00         Edgemont Presbyterian Groups 
       $505.00    Area Civic Organizations 
     $1300.00            Presbytery of the Peaks Grant 
       $750.00    VA United Methodist Conference Grant – 3Q 
     $2180.00    Donations from Individuals 

$7,159.50    TOTAL 

 

 

BLESSINGS 
 Hunters for the Hungry delivered about 500 pounds of venison to us.  What a blessing.  Most of our applicants 
are thrilled to receive venison. 
 South Covington UMC donated 82 items (cornbread mix and stuffing mix). 

 The Callaghan Charge UMC has been a consistent donor even delivering the items to us. The Nov. and Dec. 
total was 107 food items. 

 Individuals donated 48 food items. 

 WestRock employees donated 144 lbs. of food items. 

 Our friends at First Presbyterian Church endorsed and submitted our Presbytery of the Peaks Two Cents-A-
Meal Grant Application for 2020, and we were blessed to receive $1,300 in December.    

 We received support from Beta Sigma Phi, Covington Woman’s Club, Covington Lodge #171 AF & AM, and 
the Volunteer Auxiliary of Lewis Gale Hospital-Alleghany. 

 Our Care Pantry Team is a group of Christians who continue to amaze me with their dedication, their 
enthusiasm, and their commitment to serving our Lord, as well as our community.  Praise God!   
 
Galatians 6:9: “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” 
  
We always appreciate donations of cornbread mix such as Jiffy.  Coming up is February, the “LOVE” month, so 
please put your love for others in the form of cornbread mix to be shared with our hungry neighbors.   
 
We have faith that God will continue to be in control of seeing that our needs are met.  Please continue to pray for our 
applicants and for all those who work so faithfully to serve them. 
 
Blessings to each of you in the NEW YEAR and HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 
 
 
Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team                                                                 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 



First Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel 
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Held on Our YouTube Channel  

Sunday School, Choirs and Meetings Are Held via Zoom 

 
January  2021 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 

 

 

2 Devotions  

  w/  Daniel, 8a 

3  Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Social Time, 
9:30a 

Sunday School 
9:45a 

 

Worship, 11:00a 

4   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

5  Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Worship and 
Music 

Committee & 
Staff, 1p 

6   Ephiphany 
  

Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choirs 
Handbell, 5:30p 
Chancel, 7:30p 

 

7   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

8  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
9   Devotions 

    w/ Daniel, 8a 

10  Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Social Time, 
9:30a 

Sunday School 
9:45a 

 

Worship, 11:00a 

11   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Mission and 
Service 

Committee, 5p 
 

 

12  Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10a 

 
 

13  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choirs 
Handbell, 5:30p 
Chancel, 7:30p 

14   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
15   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
16   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

17  Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Social Time, 
9:30a 

Sunday School 
9:45a 

 

Worship, 11:00a 
 

 

Session Meeting 

18   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
19  Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

20   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choirs 
Handbell, 5:30p 
Chancel, 7:30p 

  

21 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

22  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

 

23   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

24 Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 Social Time, 
9:30a, Sunday 
School 9:45a 

 

 Worship, 
11:00a 

24
th
 – Annual 

Congregational 
Meeting 

                   31  

25  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel,  8a            
 

 

26 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10a 

 

Newsletter 
Items Due, 

10a 

27 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choirs 
Handbell, 5:30p 
Chancel, 7:30p 

 
 

28 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

29 Devotions 

  w/ Danie l, 8a 

 
 

30 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia  24426 

(540) 962-2195 or Sandi (540) 862-7017 

FirstPresCovingtonVA.org 

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA 

FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com 


