Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
February 2021

In February we observe Valentine’s Day. It is the secular holiday of love which
typically centers on romantic love. I think that it is an appropriate time to think
about God’s love for us. Itis not a romantic love. It is an enduring love of
compassion and care.

From the Old Testament we hear God speak through Moses to the Israelites in
Deuteronomy 6:4-6: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your
heart.” (NRSV)

We are called to love God. This love we have for God is to encompass all that
we are. Not just with our hearts, but will all of our souls. We love God.

Jesus would tell Nicodemus just how much God loves us. This is found in the
verse that almost everyone knows, even those who do not call themselves
Christian. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (John
3:16, NRSV) Jesus would also tell us; “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
(Mark 12:31, NRSV).

Lately our culture has been falling down on this idea of loving one another.
Folks seem to be bent on spreading misinformation. There has been divisive
language designed to create fractures among people. We have heard groups that
speak poorly about others based upon some construct which applies worth based
on things such as ethnicity, skin color, economic level, educational background, or

geography.

We forget that we are God’s children, called by God to love—to love God, to
love Jesus Christ, and to love each other. So this year as you celebrate
Valentine’s Day remember that the one who loved us first and loves us best is our
Triune God - the Creator, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Pastor Susi



B1rthdays

6 Terri Lee Slate
14 Mark Cheatham
14 Ed Patterson
14 Ruby Sharp
22 Howard Hammond
23 Lucy Pillow
25 Meade Snyder
28 Lee Snyder
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Pastor Susi will be offering a Lenten
Study for 6 weeks during Lent. This
will be in addition to the Sunday
morning classes currently being held
by Zoom. These classes will be held
by Zoom on Tuesday evenings at
6:30 pm, and last for 1 to 172 hours.
We will begin on Tuesday Feb. 23,
2021 and meet the following 5
Tuesday evenings concluding March
30, 2021.

She will be using a study from the
Being Reformed Series titled, Seven
Days to Glory: Holy Week. Each
week we will look at one day of
Jesus’ last week as He journeyed to
the cross.

If you are interested in participating,
please make sure that Sandi or
Pastor Susi has your email address
SO you may receive the zoom link
and materials each week.

Christ distributes courage through community; he dissipates doubts through
fellowship. He never deposits all knowledge in one person but distributes
pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you interlock your understanding

with min, and we share our discoveries, when we mix, mingle, confess and

pray, Christ speaks.

~Max Lucado, Fearless
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T Presbyterian Women of the Peaks

RETHENBEY e

“The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Women, Inc. changed the name of the Anti-
Raciem Committee to the Racial Equity Committes {REC) because it iz important to
state what PW, Inc. stands for, as opposed o
what we are against. The term racial equity
embraces not only the goal of ending racism =
but it also includes working towards resolving
the imbalances which resulied from
decades/centuries of racism. The change in
committee names also aligns PW, Inc. more
clogsely to the terminclogy wused by the
PC{USA), from racial ethnic to racial equity, as
a result of decisions made at the 223rd
General Azsembly (2018)." (from Racial Equity
Statement, February 11, 2018)

The Presbyterian Women of the Peaks agrees
with this statement and works with each of the
churches to build an inclusive, caring
community of women dedicated to working with
each other and supporting each other. We are here for you and want you to know
that we want to work with each of you and your churches to ensure that we spread
the word that we are here for each other.

Cwer the coming months, we will plan to get together again =0 that we will be able to
share ideas and words of comfort and support.

| want each of you to know that the Coordinating Team is locking forward to our
virlual gathering in April, and we want fo have as many churches represented as
poszible.

May God bless each of you and your families.

FElease Wilson
Racial Equity/Justice and Peace Representative
For additional information about racial equity efforts by PCIUSA) and PW, see

THE RACIAL EQUITY TORCH, a Presbyterian Missiocn Agency resource
found at www_presbyierianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Torch
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SAVE THE DATE!

The Peaks PW Annual Gathering will be held virtually on Saturday, April 24,
2021. We are pleased to announce that Ruling Elder Elona Street-Stewart, Co-
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.5.A.) will be
our guest speaker. Stay tuned for more announcements.

Elona Street-Stewart is a descendant of the Delaware Nanticoke Tribe and is
the first Mative American to serve as a Moderator of the
PC{USA), as well as the first to serve as a synod executive in
the Presbyterian Church (U.5.A.). A ruling elder and a
longtime staff member of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies,
sghe has served in the synod since 1994. Before taking the
position, she had been the synod's Associate for Racial
Ethnic Ministriez and Community Empowerment. We are
excited that she will be our speaker for our April 24, 2021,
Annual Gathering. Looking forward to sesing you!

PW NewsByres (Winter 2020)

The former PW Quaredy Mailimg published by Presbyterian Wemen has & new name,
‘PW NewsBytez,” and it is fully digital for easy sharing. The inaugural Winter 2020
edition includes & Thank Offering highlight, detsils about & change to Honzons publishing
schiedule, an update on PW giving, information about recently published or coming-soon
resources, etc. Go tor  waw.presbyieranwomen. orgipw-newsbytes-winter-fad/

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

How are your worman's groups staying in touch? Are your women working on a mission
project or a service project? Send your comments to Diane Patty at dpattyi@vi.edu, and
we will include some of youwr ideas in the newsletters to encourage other groups.

SEND YOUR FAVORITE RECIPES FOR THE COOKBOOK

It is miot too late to submit recipes for the cookbook we are assembling. Pleass send
your favorite recipe(s) by February 1, to Theresa Undersvood, P.O. Box 733, Buchanan,
WA 24088, or e-mail tundwoodi@aol.com. Include your name, phone number, and
church, in case we have questions about the recipe.

Have a blessed and prosperousy New Year!




A Word from the Chair ...

To: First Presbyterian Church
Date: January 13, 2021
Re: Building and Property Committee Report

With the advent of Covid 19, First Presbyterian Church has had much less
use as our Worship Services were closed from the end of March, 2020 until
the fall of last year when we opened our doors again to worshiping inside the
Sanctuary. The Back To Worship Committee, chaired by Barbara Hise, did
a very thorough job to get the church back open enacting all the safety
features and protocols that were handed down by the State of Virginia as
well as the Presbytery. Our Sexton, Mike Harless, did an outstanding job of
keeping the physical church in order during this whole time of closure as
well as keeping the Sanctuary and all adjourning rooms clean when we
started to come back to Worship. Even though our attendance in the
Sanctuary has been smaller than usual, we have been able to maintain safe
distancing and safe practices for all those in attendance.

Mike Harless has also visited the church at least every other day (sometimes
daily) to continue to check on the Heating/Cooling system as well as any
other problems related to operating the church. There was a problem with
the Handicap Ramp in the hallway below the Pastor’s Study. He worked
with the ramp and the problem has been addressed and solved.

The boiler in the basement of the church is to be inspected every two years.
It is due an inspection and I hope that should be accomplished in the next 2-
4 weeks.

I am pleased to report that there have been no major problems over the past
year to report concerning the physical plant of First Presbyterian Church. 1
hope that when the Church reopens that we will resume the normal use of
the church including the Pre-School.

Yours In Christ,

Steven M.f/ Minter, Building and Property Committee Chairman




First Presbyterian Chureh

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel

Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel

Sunday School, Lenten Studies, Choirs and Meetin

gs Are Held via Zoom

February 2021

1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Worship and
Music
Committee &
Staff, 1p

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
Elder Training

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Mission and
Service
Comnmittee, 4p

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a
Sunday School
9:45a

Worship, 11:00a
(communion)

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Mission and
Service
Committee, 5p

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

17 Ash
Wednesday

Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a

Sunday School

9:45a

Worship, 11:00a

Session Meeting,
12:30p

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

Lenten
Study,
6:30 p.m.

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Newsletter
Iltems Due, 10a
Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a, Sunday

School 9:45a

Worship,
11:00a

185 North ape Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426

(540) 962-2195 or Sandi (540) 862-7017
FirstPresCovingtonVA.org

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA
FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



