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When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

(Acts 2:1-4, NRSV)

Pentecost this year is May 23. On this Sunday we recognize the third member of the Trinity,
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has been present from the beginning. Genesis 1:1-2 tells us “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (NIV)

The Old Testament observance of Pentecost was a celebration called the Feast of Weeks. The
Feast of Weeks noted the beginning of the early wheat harvest. Being an agricultural society, many
things were tied to planting and harvesting.

The first of the early harvests was the barley harvest which falls early in the April timeframe.
The Festival of the Weeks was then calculated as being 50 days after the beginning of the barley
harvest. For the Festival of the Weeks, the Hebrew people were encouraged to go to the Temple in
Jerusalem to present offerings.

This is why “they were all together in one place”. Devout Jews from across the nation had
gone to Jerusalem. It was then that Jesus’ disciples and followers were filled with God’s Holy Spirit.

Jesus called the Holy Spirit our Advocate or helper. John records these words from Jesus: “All
this | have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to you.” (John 14:25-
26, NRSV)

With Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in our lives were are given the ability to see God. We are
empowered to see God and God'’s will. In Romans Paul writes that “the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through
wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27, NRSV)

Not only does the Holy Spirit intercede with God when we do not know what to pray, but the
Holy Spirit grows in us the fruit of the Spirit as recorded in Galatians. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

So, on May 23 please wear something red to worship as we recognize the Holy Spirit of God
who helps us as we do our best to follow Jesus and God.

Pastor Sust
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Ukraine Missionary Speaker
David Pandy-Szekeres
joining us May 16t

David Pandy-Szekeres who leads mission work with
the Roma people in Nagydobrony and Peterfalva,
Ukraine will join us during virtual Sunday School on
May 16" to tell us about his work in these two
communities. There are feeding programs in each of
these communities where we've assisted with getting
Two Cents a Meals grants for several years. Most
recently at the end of 2020, David provided the
information that allowed us to successfully get grants
from Presbytery of the Peaks to help the following
groups: Help-School, Nagydobrony, Ukraine, and Good
Samaritan Orphanage Scholarships, Nagydobrony,
Ukraine.  David is a retired missionary of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada and the Hungarian
Reformed Church.

We look forward to you joining us during this session.
-- Mission & Service Committee

The Session and Members
of
First Presbyterian Church
Covington, VA

invite you to the
Installation Service for our new Pastor,

The Reverend Susan Fnnis

May 16, 2021
4:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

‘We rejoice that the Lord has led Pastor
Susi to our congregation and we are
looking forward to celebrating this
occasion as the family of God.

Please RSVP as we will be following
COVID-19 protocols
185 N. Maple Ave.
Covington, VA 24426
FPCCovington VA@aol.com
(540) 962-2195
Then I heard the voice of the Lovd saying,
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” ~
Isaiah 6:8

This special service will also be streamed live on our
YouTube channel FPC CovingtonVA

Do you know anyone who is graduating
from college or high school in 20217 We
would like to recognize them in our June
newsletter. Please call the church office
at (540) 962-2195 or send us an email at
FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com to let us
know who they are
and where they will
be graduating from
this year.
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Pentecost

Denominational Collection
May 23rd

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate
the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the
church. The Holy Spirit remains with us still,
connecting us with the church of the past,
continuing to inspire the church of today, and
pointing us to the church of the future. Each
year, this celebration is marked by receiving the
Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of
those who are the church to come — children,
youth, and young adults.

Forty percent of the Pentecost offering can be
retained by individual congregations wanting to
make an impact in the lives of young people
within their own community; First Presbyterian
Church’s Session has approved that the 40%
local portion will go to Preschool Scholarship
Fund. The remaining 60% is used to support
ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:

« Guiding Youth (Youth Ministries) 25%
supports ministries with youth, ages 12—
18, and those called to accompany
them.

« Young Adult Volunteers 25% (which is
what Miguel Petrosky did during his year
in New Orleans and that in Zambia)

o Child Advocacy 10% supports the
“‘Educate a Child, Transform the World”
national initiative, which was affirmed at
the 221st General Assembly (2014).

The Pentecost Offering is traditionally received
on the day of Pentecost, May 23, There is a
special envelope in your offering box for this
offering.

-- Mission & Service Committee

READING THE BIBLE WITH
NEW EYES:

Finding a Life-Giving Faith
in Guatemala

The Presbytery of the Peaks has had a long-standing
partnership with CEDEPCA (the Protestant Center for
Pastoral Studies in Central America), with visits to (and
from) Guatemala more or less annually for almost 40
years. Withthe restrictions on travel due to
Covid, CEDEPCA has been offering "Virtual Journeys"
to Guatemala. These journeys have allowed many
more people the opportunity of connecting with our
Guatemalan partners. Their next virtual journey is
scheduled for May 19.

For years, Protestants in Guatemala have been taught
a narrow Fundamentalism, and now are making new
discoveries as they read the Bible. On this Virtual
Journey, learn how a theology based in the love and
justice of Jesus Christ is transforming the lives and
communities of people in Central America. You will
hear testimonies from pastors and laypeople in
CEDEPCA's Biblical and Theological Formation
program and be led through an eye-opening study of
scripture by Dr. Paulo Ueti, Anglican theologian, New
Testament scholar, and friend of CEDEPCA.

Wednesday, May 19, 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tZYvfu-
orTWiE9yIlYNgl a-H6FIWFGGbwX2

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting. The
suggested donation is $11.

Virtual Journey to Guatemala
“Reading the Bible with New Eyes”

Learning and Practicing Life-Giving Faith in Guatemala

4:30 pm Pacific
5:30 pm Mountain

Wednesday
T F \’urrg}uu
6:30 pm Central

e Moy

19, 2021 7:30 pm Eastern

Suggested donation $11
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First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School, Choirs and Meetings via Zoom
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