Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
December 2021

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6, NRSV)

For many of us it is hard to believe that it is December. It is the Advent season which leads
us to the Christmas season in the church year. Advent is the season where we wait and prepare
for the arrival of our Savior. Christmas is the season in which we rejoice at the birth of this
amazing child which Isaiah promised God would send.

Even before he was born, Jesus’ part in salvation was prophesied. Isaiah gave him these 4
names; Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. When the
angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, Jesus was given the name Son of the Most High. Jesus would
be great and would do much for God’s people.

For more than 2000 years, people have turned to Jesus.

As our Wonderful Counselor we pour out our hearts to Him. When life is tough, we ask
Jesus for strength and perseverance. When we are broken hearted, we ask Jesus for comfort.
When we celebrate, we turn to Jesus in happiness.

As our Mighty God, Jesus conquers the forces of evil and sin which threaten to turn us
away from God. When we worship Him along with God and the Holy Spirit as Mighty God, we
acknowledge that we have been saved from sin so that we may live in God'’s eternal kingdom
forever.

As “God with skin on”, Jesus is both the Son of God and our Everlasting Father. We affirm
a triune God; God, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As the Son of God, Jesus is forever
connected to the God of Israel, the great | AM. This means that he is both Father and Son as a
member of the Trinity.

Finally, Jesus is the Prince of Peace. The Hebrew word used for Isaiah’s words is shalom.
For the Israelites shalom means an appearance of calm and serenity for individuals as well as for
groups and nations. We depend upon Jesus as the Prince of Peace to help us achieve this
calmness and serenity in the face of all that we face. Enemies such as people, situations,
distractions, and the like threaten to separate us from God, however, our Prince of Peace keeps
those enemies at bay.

The Trinity is affirmed when Gabriel tells Mary that Jesus is the Son of the Most High. At
that moment, God is saying that the world is important enough to be saved and Mary is going to
be the mother of the One who will teach people about it. We are the people whom God wants to
have a relationship with. We are the people who Jesus calls to follow Him. We are the people
who have the Holy Spirit walking beside us. we are the ones who know the Son of the Most High.

I know you have heard this before. Christmas is not about trees, decorations, gifts, and
parties. Christmas is about God’s Son, Jesus and the relationship he calls us to live into.
Christmas is about love and family. Merry Christmas!

Pastor Susi
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sty The joy of reaching out to embody
the Christmas Spirit was evident today at our PW
meeting. Three rows of pews are filled with love to
be shared in the community. Our Christmas project
this year is to bring joy to the young people by
donating a doll or gift of love. Please remember the
deadline for bringing your gift is December 5th.
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The PW meeting was held in the sanctuary with 15
women in attendance. Our newest member is
Carol Hodge from Hot Springs. We also welcomed
Helen Gaylor and grateful she felt comfortable
meeting with us. The back pews were filled with
the collection of gifts for the Christmas Mother to
distribute. Such an outpouring of love and sharing
form the members of this group Thank you for your
generosity. Those who still want to be a part of this
can bring their gifts until the first Sunday in
December. We would invite the Christmas mother
to have a picture made with our group on that
Sunday after church.

We missed having Mildred McCabe, Jean
Johnson and Doris Swartz with us. So glad we can
be together in the sanctuary with plenty of space
to meet safely. The addition of the sound system
enables us to hear our lesson as well. The “sound
and light crew” are most appreciative.

Rev. Susi gave our lesson today about the lineage
of Jesus through women in the Bible. Rahab, a
Canaanite, a lesser known woman in the Bible
used her intellect to help save the lives of
Christians. Again, we see that ordinary people are
called to help with the work of God.

Our next meeting will be held December 9th at 1.
Hope you can join us. Our group is growing.

Pam Pace, Moderator



A Minute 4 Mission

Sunday School November 14, 2021
Virtual Visit by Becca Young

Many thanks to Becca Young who joined our
virtual November 14" Sunday School to discuss
her work in Indonesia. She spoke in general about
the geography, population and religions. She then
spoke about Christianity in Indonesia, the current
status of the church, the work she has done there
and addressed questions from the participants. As
she has not yet been able to travel to Indonesia, she
is teaching virtually in graduate level theology
since early 2020. As a result, she is not involved in
community projects.

A key message from Becca was that only 15% of
the population is vaccinated as they cannot access
the vaccines. Becca concluded that they need
prayers and vaccines.

We support Becca’s work financially via our
Church’s annual budget and also in prayer. Should
you like to make a designated gift to support her
work, please send your check to the church office
with a memo noting her name.

-- Mission & Service Committee

Christmas Joy Gift Special Offering:
Supporting Past, Present, and Future Leaders

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

God has blessed the Church with incredible
leadership in every time and place, but those
leaders often need to be supported by their
communities as well. By giving to the Christmas
Joy Offering, gifts are given equally to the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and
to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. The Assistance
Program provides critical financial support to
church workers and their families. Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges provide education
and leadership development while nurturing racial
and ethnic heritage. The Christmas Joy Offering
has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since
the 1930s, a commitment for nearly 140 years.

Please give generously: You will find a Special
Offering envelope in your envelope box and in
your bulletin. You may give your offering
anytime during Advent with our specific offering
being collected Sunday, December 19'".

- - Mission & Service Committee

Presbytery of the Peaks funds Two
Cents a Meal grants

We are delighted that the Two Cents a Meal grant
applications submitted to Presbytery of the Peaks
this fall were funded for South Covington Care
Pantry ($1,000), Christian Schools for Roma
Children, Nagydobrony, Ukraine ($2,000)
and Roma Mission Center, Peterfalva, Ukraine
($2,000). They will each be 50% matched from the
Thompson Hunger Relief fund. These programs
address root causes of hunger by providing direct
food relief and nutrition education. The complete
list of organizations receiving funding is in the
table below:

2021 Preshytery of the Peaks  Two Cents-a-Meal Awards

Through the generosity of our congregations, $28,121.89 has been

awarded to community agencies, $26,773.32 to regional, national

and international agencies, and $991.65 to designated offerings for

a total of $55,886.86 in 2021.

Local

Bedford Domestic Violence $ 750.00
Blue Ledge Meals on Wheels / Amherst 1,250.00
Calfee Community & Cultural Center / Pulaski 1,000.00
Charlotte County Meals on Wheels 1,250.00
Churches for Urban Ministry / Lynchburg 1,500.00
COPE Food Pantry / Covington 750.00
FACES / Farmville 2,000.00
Feed the Hungry / Danville 1,250.00
Food for Kids / Bedford 1,000.00
Free Breakfast / FPC Martinsville 750.00
God’s Storehouse / Urban Farm 1,571.89
Grace Network / Martinsville 1,500.00
Helping Hands Backpack / Narrows 750.00
Lake Christian Ministries / Moneta 1,800.00

Lynchburg Daily Bread 2,400.00
Northern Pittsylvania County Food Center 750.00
Northside Community Dinner / Blacksburg 1,800.00
Presbyterian Community Center / Roanoke 750.00
Roanoke Area Ministries (RAM) 1,250.00
Room At The Table / Christiansburg 1,000.00
Salem Area Ecumenical Ministries (ACT) 750.00
Salem / Roanoke County Food Pantry 750.00
The Shelter / Radford 400.00
South Covington Care Pantry 1,000.00
The Woodchucks / Blacksburg 150.00

Total Local Two Cents-a-Meal $28,121.89
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The Worshlp and Music Committee has
been planning for Advent with continued
concern for our church and the CDC
guidelines.

We will have seated communion on
December 19™,

The Chrismon Tree will be put up and
decorated the week after Thanksgiving.

A traditional Christmas Eve service of
lessons and carols is planned. This service
will be held at 5:00 P. M. and will be in
person and Zoom.

Our service on December 26 will be a
service of singing traditional Christmas
music and readings on the meaning of these
carols.

We sincerely hope you can join us for any
and all services during Advent.

IA

in @ new way!

First Presbyterian members and friends are
invited to make a contribution, in honor or
memory of loved ones, for the Advent/Christmas
season. Your gifts will provide two large
poinsettias for the sanctuary and food for those
experiencing great need in this especially
challenging time. Community members served
through COPE and the South Covington Care
Pantry will be blessed by your generosity, along
with those in worship. Gifts of $15, the usual cost
of a single poinsettia, will be greatly appreciated.

Wording:

Name
Address

Payment: Check Cash
Total Amount
Any questions?

Call Gail Nicely at 968-2568
All “orders” need to be in by Dec. 12th.



First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel

Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel

Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com
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185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

(540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



