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“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18, NRSV)

It is quickly approaching, November 25, Thanksgiving Day. We know the roots of this
holiday. In 1621 the English Colonists in New England shared a harvest feast with the
Wampanoag Native Americans to thank God that they had survived the winter, planted crops, and
had a successful harvest.

This will be our 2" pandemic Thanksgiving. Back in the spring when vaccines were being
rolled out it had appeared that we could take a deep cleansing breath. And then the Delta variant
surge arose. For some people anxiety returned as precautions were placed into effect once more.
We have become disappointed that some precautions are in place. We are confused as the
landscape changes with researchers learning more and more about this virus; how it is spread
and how it is mitigated. We are tired. We find it hard to give thanks.

The Bible is full of stories of times when the people were anxious, disappointed, confused,
and tired. We hear the Israelites who complained about their circumstances as slaves in Egypt.
Those same people complained to Moses when their exodus out of slavery doesn’'t meet their
expectations. They rail against God.

Later, they complain to God that there is no king over Israel to lead them against their
neighboring enemies. We read about Job who lost everything and listen to his wife and friends tell
him to curse God. Job refuses to turn from God. But there are other stories about men and
women who did turn from God and needed prophets to come and remind them about God.

David writes in Psalm 117; “Praise the Lord, all you nations! Extol Him, all you peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise
the Lord!” (NRSV) David recognizes that praising and thanking God for his love for us is important.
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians that they were to give thanks to God in all circumstances.

It is easy to give thanks for the blessings of our lives. It is more challenging to give thanks
to God when circumstances are hard; a medical diagnosis, a lost job, the death of a loved one.
Paul reminds us that it is those hard times that require even more prayers of thanksgiving.

Yes, we are to give thanks to God every day, no matter what our situation might be. On the
day our nation has designated as a holiday specifically to give thanks turn your thoughts to God
whose Son Jesus is the sacrifice for our sin. Give thanks to God who gives us life through Jesus
Christ and who gives us strength and perseverance through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Pastor Sust
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BIRTHDAYS

7 Mary Baker
7 Becca Young
21 Lonnie Rider

24 Leah Pillow

In Memory of:

Many remember David and Carole Witt
who graced First Presbyterian with their
presence while David served as student
minister in the late 1980°s. Please keep
their family, including children Joel, Ryan
and Rebekah, in prayer. May they continue
to know the peace and love of Christ as they
live into life without their beloved mother
and grandmother, who died this past
January. A memorial service for Burneice
Witt was held September 26th in
Winchester, where she had made her home
near David’s family for the past twenty-four
years.

Expressions of care and sympathy may be
sent to:

Reverend David and Carole Witt

203 Halifax Court

Stephens City, VA 22655

Stewardship
Update

[You] shall not appear before the Lord
empty-handed; all shall give as they are
able, according to the blessing of the Lord
your God that he has given you.”
Deuteronomy 16:16-17)

Scripture has given us much to consider
about how we support the work of God.
The verse from Deuteronomy gives
instruction to the Israelites about the
offering to be brought during the harvest
festival known as Sukkoth, or the Festival
of the Booth.

We are told that we should not approach
God with empty hands for each has
received blessings from God. In giving
instructions to Moses to be passed on to
the Israelite people, God says that our
responsibility is to give to God our
offerings. These offerings are to be
determined based upon the blessings we
have received.

This is the time of year when the Finance
Committee and the Session are preparing
the budget for the coming year. Shortly
you will receive a letter with a pledge
card. Please be in prayerful conversation
with God about how you will approach
God with your offerings.
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The PW group enjoyed being together for their
second meeting in the sanctuary. We are
studying the booklet, “What My Grandmothers
Taught Me.” We are so grateful that we can use
the microphones which certainly enhances the
ability to hear in the larger area. We continued
with our study of women in the Bible who made
a difference. The woman we studied in October
was Tamar. Her ability to defy the status quo
during that time encourages us to understand
our role as Christian Women. We are so grateful
that Pastor Susi is sharing her talents with us.
For November we will study another important
woman from the Bible, Rahab, who was
considered an outsider. This lesson will be found
in Chapter 3. Our meeting will be held Thursday,
November 11th at 1 p.m.

The Christmas project was discussed with a
decision being made to help Susan Rollinson,
the 2021 Christmas Mother. Our part will be to
donate dolls or stuffed bears. Our goal is to bring
them and place them in the sanctuary on or
before the morning of December 2nd. The
invitation will be extended to others who would
like to be a part of this program. Dolls or bears
can be donated in honor of grandmothers or very
special women who have served our church.

The membership continues to grow each month.
September attendance was 11 women and we
had 13 in attendance for our October meeting.
We continue to wish Francis Withrow a speedy
recovery from a fall and hope she can join us
soon.

Pam Pace Moderator

A Minute 4 Mission

Sunday School October 10, 2021
Virtual Visit by Jim Slate

Many thanks to Jim Slate who joined our virtual
October 10" Sunday School to discuss Men of
Mission and also the COPE Food Pantry. Men of
Mission has built over 620 accessibility ramps
throughout our area as well as other projects. They
receive funding through local churches and never
deny requests due to lack of being able to pay.
Requests for the ramps often come from Social
Services to allow folks to return home following
medical treatments. The former Mission Week
work is now folded into Men of Mission, due to a
variety of factors including fewer and older
volunteers as well as lack of housing for visiting
mission workers at the now full capacity Boys
Home. COPE Food Pantry, now reorganized into a
501c3 and applying for/receiving grants, has
responded to COVID pandemic with curbside food
service. Every food basket is balanced to provide
healthy diets, including fresh vegetables and fruits.
Teri Slate is starting to work with clients on
teaching how to cook with the provided foods.

A key message for both organizations: more
volunteers are needed. If you are interested, please
contact Jim Slate.

First Presbyterian Church supports the Men of
Mission and COPE Food Pantry programs
financially via our Church’s annual budget and
also in prayer. Should you like to make a
designated gift to support either of these programs,
please send your check to the church office with a
memo note of the program’s name.

Again, big thank you to Jim for your presentation
to us and to all the important work you do in our
community!

-- Mission & Service Committee




More 4 Mission

Sunday School November 14, 2021 Virtual
Visit by Becca Young

Please join us to learn about Becca Young’s work
in Indonesia during our upcoming virtual
November 14" Sunday School. She will talk in
general about the geography, population and
religions. She will then talk about Christianity in
Indonesia, the current status of the church, the
work she has done there and address questions
from the participants.

As you recall, Becca led us in worship in late 2019
and early 2020.

We support Becca’s work financially via our
Church’s annual budget and also in prayer. Should
you like to make a designated gift to support her
work, please send your check to the church office
with a memo noting her name.

-- Mission & Service Committee

Poinsettias in @ new way!

First Presbyterian members and friends are
invited to make a contribution, in honor or
memory of loved ones, for the Advent/Christmas
season. Your gifts will provide two large
poinsettias for the sanctuary and food for those
experiencing great need in this especially
challenging time. Community members served
through COPE and the South Covington Care
Pantry will be blessed by your generosity, along
with those in worship. Gifts of $15, the usual cost
of a single poinsettia, will be greatly appreciated.

Wording: Same as last year

Or send your new wording:

Name

Payment: Check Cash
Total Amount
Any questions?

Call Gail Nicely at 968-2568
All “orders” need to be in by Dec. 12th.
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First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com
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185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

(540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org

Email:

FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



