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So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! (Il Corinthians 5:17, NRSV)

Have you purchased your new wall calendars; or, for those of us who still use them, your new 2022
Planner?

I have noticed that every January, as we enter into a new year, folks start to think about new
beginnings. We hear about making promises to ourselves about doing things differently in the new year.
These promises, called New Year’s Resolutions, are things like get more exercise, eat more wisely, contact
friends more regularly, take up a new hobby or re-invigorate a current hobby. Some people promise
themselves to do more Bible study or spend more time in devotion, meditation, and prayer. Others might
say they will go back to school in the new year or look for a new job or buy a new car.

The purpose of these resolutions is to make ourselves better people. We hear from Paul in his 2"
letter to the Corinthians that God has the perfect plan to make us better people.

God’s plan is Jesus!

The great thing is that all we need to do to become a new creation is to believe in Jesus as God’s
Son, our Savior. When we trust in Jesus, our old life is washed away and we are made new.

As Jesus’ followers, we have a different perspective on life. It is rooted in the confidence that God
loves us. It is grounded in Jesus’ death and resurrection as our Savior. Each time we observe Communion
we affirm that Jesus’ body broken and blood shed has sealed for us a new covenant for the forgiveness of
sin and the promise of eternal life.

And the most wonderful thing about this new life is that we don’t have to wait until a particular time
of the year for it to be ours. We don’t have to wait until January 1%, It is available to us every day. It is
available to us at any minute of any day.

Jesus told the disciples that he came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. This is
what it means to be a new creation.

Friends, Happy New Year. In 2022 may you find your relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Spirit growing broader and deeper. May you be confident in your Newness in Christ!

Pastor Sust



BIRTHDAYS

4  Jeanie Morrissette
10  David Cheatham
12  Adam Hise
13  Donald Baker
13  Linda Trumbo
14  Jennifer Weinsheimer
15  Blayne Oliver
16  Mike Harless
21  Cathy Snyder
26  Gail Weinsheimer
30 Pat Howard

stes 3:1, NIV

Thank you, church
family, for all the ways
you have reached out to
B me after Mark’s death.
& This beautiful poinsettia
A \vas given to me in his
i memory at the PW
meeting in December.
Your phone calls,
beautiful cards,

% messages and other
klndnesses have meant so much to me.

| appreciate your continued prayers and smiles.

| have a wonderful group of Christians looking
after me. God bless you all. Pam Pace

PWs with Sue Rollinson
2021 Christmas Mother

A
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Our PW meeting met in the sanctuary on
December 9th with 13 women attending. We
are watching for our picture and article in the
newspaper showing our support of dolls and
“huggables” to the Christmas mother. The
Christmas Mother committee sent us a thank
you note for our monetary donation to help with
the 2021 program of work. There was also a
thank you note from Presbyterian Children’s
Home for our check sent to them, thanking us
for our support. After discussing our finances,
we are considering bringing dues or a love
donation so that our work can continue. This
will be discussed at one of our meetings in the
early spring.

Our card chairman, Ruby shared with us how
she is managing our needs. She recognized
Eleanor Payne’s birthday this month.

The treasurer’s report by Barbara Fawley was a
balance of $659.97.

Pastor Susi began our 2-part study on Ruth
and how this woman continued the line of
Jesus through her travels to secure the family
through her hard work of gleaning food from the
fields.

We missed having Cathy Hodge, Francis
Withrow, Doris Swartz, Helen Gaylor, and
Mildred McCabe with us. We welcomed Denise
Pillow, the newest member to the group. It is
wonderful to see our group continuing to grow
each week. As a special treat, Terri Slate
shared her famous gingerbread cookies with
us. Thanks Terri!

We will not meet in January as is our custom
but plan to be together on February 10, 2022.
Happy New Year!

Pam Pace



A Minute 4 Mission

SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT

Families

Served # of Family Members
October 2021 77 259
November
2021 95 326

We still have one Tuesday in November to add to our
numbers. On Tuesday, November 16, we served 37
families. This is our highest number since before the
Pandemic.

Deposits October- November 22, 2021
$321.00 Local UMC
$50.00 First Presbyterian Church
$100.00 Memorial — Butch Crizer by Christ UMC
$50.00 Edgemont ARP — Hope Sunday School Class
$200.00 Highlands Methodist Missions
$1,000.00 Two Cents A Meal Grant — Presbytery of the Peaks
$705.79 Donations from Individuals
$2,426.79 TOTAL
BLESSINGS

We are still picking up expired Little Debbie pastries from
Sunshine Distributing.

Food Lion continues to donate out of date meat, produce and
bakery items, which are picked up on Saturdays and Sundays
by our team members.

We were awarded a Two Cents A Meal Grant from Presbytery
of the Peaks. Thanks to our friends at First Presbyterian
Church for sponsoring our grant application.

The Callaghan Charge delivered 222 items in addition to
donating $77.

Granbery UMC donated 167 food items, which were picked up
by our team members.

South Covington UMC donated 126 items.

The Patterson Grandchildren donated 19 items.

A friend donated 22 food items.

Jackson River Greenhouse donated and delivered 4 boxes of
sweet potatoes and squash.

Proverbs 22:9: “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be
blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.”

The support of our church family and others has been
overwhelming, and we thank God for each one who supports
our mission in the Alleghany Highlands in any way! Always
lift up this ministry and its team in your prayers!

Donations of cornbread mix such as Jiffy are always
appreciated. Also, since we are approaching Christmas,
boxes of stuffing mix would be appropriate. Please don'’t
forget to add these items to your grocery list! Wishing each
of you a Merry Christmas and many blessings in the New

Year! From Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team

~A message from Pastor Susi~

Last year | introduced you all to Star Words and
I would like to continue the practice for 2022.

The idea is that the wisemen followed the star to
find baby Jesus, bringing their gifts. We too seek
Jesus. We trust that God can and does use signs
or stars to guide us toward God, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit.

| was introduced to the practice in an article which
appeared in the Presbyterian Outlook on January
6, 2016. The article explained that there are star
cut outs with a single word printed on them. The
words are meant to inspire, challenge, guide, and
uplift. The stars are distributed to people in the
community. People typically use their star word
as they pray or as they meditate on how God is
evident in their life.

On January 2" I will have star words available at

the church for those who are in worship to select a
star. If you are not in worship not to worry. Like

last year, | will mail one out to you.

We still have These Days
devotionals available if you

would like one mailed to you.
Please let the church office know!




First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

Jamuary 2022

Men

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School,
9:45a

Worship, 11:00a

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

M &S @ 4p Zoom

Choirs

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:30 p - ACTS

Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

ooy

EPIPHANY

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
Communion

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

11 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:30 p - ACTS

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
Congregational
Meeting

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

W& M @ 10a
Zoom

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:30 p - ACTS

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 7:30p

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
Session Meeting

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a
Session Planning
4PM

31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

25 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:30 p - ACTS

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Newsletter Items
Due 10a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com




