Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
April 2022

But the angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid;
| know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified.
He is not here;
for he has been raised, as he said.
(Matthew 28:5-6, NRSV)

For three years Jesus traveled about Galilee and Judea teaching about God’s Kingdom. He
taught people just how much God loves the world and the people in it. He tangled with the
Pharisees and other religious leaders because they had lost sight of God and what God’s love
requires of them.

God understood that the Pharisees and other religious leaders would be threatened by Jesus’
call for people to come back to relationship with the God who created them. God understood
that this would lead to Jesus’ death. God’s plan for the world’s salvation through Jesus would
require His death and resurrection.

The women who arrived at the empty tomb ran to tell the disciples what the angel reported to
them. The disciples realized that the words Jesus said about being raised in 3 days had come
to be.

The message would become clearer that evening when John reports to us that Jesus
appeared before the disciples as they were gathered in a locked room, huddled in fear that the
temple police would come for them next. John tells us that Jesus came and “breathed on them
saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:22).

We believe because the women and disciples witnessed the risen Christ. We receive eternal
life because Jesus died and rose again. Easter Morning teaches us that we do not fear death
because Jesus overcame it for us. We shout Alleluia, Jesus Christ is Risen!

We are an Easter People who proclaim that we belong to God because Jesus Lives!

Pastor Susi



PAPRILS

9 Brian Weinsheimer
10  Doris Swartz
18  Denise Pillow
24  Mackenzie Carter
27  Neal Lloyd
28 Hannah Pillow
30 Read Lunsford
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\;‘«Y‘ lr) sanctuary with 16
B, 0 members present. Jeanie
\_'_"__'/ Morrissette  gave the
prespyTERIAN - devotional to the group.
WOMEN The moderator, Pam Pace
welcomed everyone and opened the
meeting. After some discussion, the group
decided to bring items for SafeHome as our
project. We will collect paper items, soap,
cleaning supplies, etc. until our meeting in
May. SafeHome gifts will be delivered after
our May meeting so we have time to collect
them. A reminder will be posted in the
bulletin as well as the newsletter about
bringing them to church.

The May meeting will be our celebratory
Birthday event with cupcakes in the Noah’s
Ark room prior to our Bible study. We will
have more information in April about the
meaning of the Presbyterian Women
Birthday Celebration.

Our treasurer, Barbara Fawley reported a
balance of $679.59 in our treasure. We are
collecting money with the love offering gifts.
Thank you for participating to keep us
financially sound.

We added pages to our directories updating
members names. If you were not able to be

present, we have those updates for you.
Thanks to our capable Secretary, Ann Marie.
The birthdays for March included Dottie
Hanshew, Helen Gaylor, and Francis
Withrow. We sang birthday greetings to
them.

Ruby Sharp reported on greeting cards and
had two cards for the members to sign. One
was for Lonnie Rider and the other was for
Jim Snyder. We send them our greetings and
hope to see them in church again.

Rev. Susi gave our Bible Study on
Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon who is
part of the lineage of Christ. She discussed
how women did not have many
opportunities of power. When the right
opportunity came along, this woman was
able to have an influence in choosing the
next king which helped Christianity to
grow. As women, we may find we cannot
make a difference, however this lesson
taught us God uses everyone if we are willing
to help. Rev. Susi said our willingness to
help with SafeHome is an example of
helping those who are without hope.

The next meeting will be held Thursday,
April 14™ with a hint of a surprise for the
meeting. Hope to see everyone.

Pam Pace
Moderator




Prayers & Songs

Good Morning to all!

What a beautiful spring day the Lord has given
us.

The Worship and Music Committee is working
diligently to make worship a special time with
God and with each other. You will see in the
newsletter our new initiative with a prayer flag
garden. A prayer flagis a garden flag with a
prayer on it. You can make one or buy a flag and
write a prayer on it and place it in the McClung
Garden. The prayer request can be anything you
would like lifted up. When you place your flag
take a minute to read the other flags and include
them in your daily prayers. Our community is in
need of prayer and action.

As you may know Good News Fellowship will
hold their first service in their new building (Old
Grand Piano) on Easter morning. They are
expecting 300 people. Parking will be available on
the parking lot and in the lot between City Hall
and Peoples Bank. Greeting to our new neighbor.

Our recognition of the teachers and health care
worked was greatly appreciated by all.

This year First Presbyterian Church will have a
minor league girls’ softball team and a tee ball
team. If you have time, go out to a ball game.
We love new ideas — please give us yours!

Our committee is open to anyone - please think
about joining with us and let Pastor Susi know,
for a Zoom link.

~ Brenda Linkenhoker

Worship Schedule for

Holy Week
“w P OO

Palm Sunday — no blessing of the palms in
the parking lot.

Maundy Thursday — we will worship with
McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church
at McAllister at 7:00 pm.

Holy Communion will be served.

Good Friday - service 5:00 pm at First
Presbyterian Church. We have invited
McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church.
No Sunrise Service is planned.

Easter — 11 am Worship Service

April 24 — Holy Communion

Second Quarter THESE DAYS Devotionals begin
April 1%, Please let the office know if you would like
a copy mailed to you. Thank you!

Sympathy Card shower for the passing of
their Mothers:

Rev. Jamie Lloyd

42 Littleberry Drive

Black Mountain, NC 28711

Becca Young
P. O. Box 520
Lexington, VA 24450

Lenten Devotions will Continue...

through Easter Sunday, Daniel Pillow will be
sharing a special series of devotions written by
Henri  J.M. Nouwen titled Steadfast
Love. Henri Nouwen was one of the most
innovative and influential spiritual writers of
the past century. His vision of spirituality was
broad and inclusive, and his compassion
embraced all of humankind.

Nouwen wrote 39 books on spirituality and the
spiritual life that have sold millions of copies
and been translated into over 30
languages. The passages quoted and shared
in the devotions are taken from some of his
published works, all of which are available
through www.henrinouwen.org.

You are encouraged to join Daniel, on our
YouTube Channel FPC CovingtonVA at a
time that suits you, beginning at 8:00 a.m.
each day.
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Every Sunday as we Share the Peace of
Christ with one another | say the words; “The
peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
And the corporate reply is; “And also with
you.”

Jesus told the disciples; “Peace | leave with
you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”
(John 14:27, NRSV)

The world desperately needs to find God’s
peace. As God’s people we are called to
pray for peace. The Worship and Music
committee is calling us to praying for peace.

There will be some garden flag stands in the
McClung Garden and you are encouraged to
come by and take a length of fabric and write
your prayer for peace on it. Then tie the fabric
onto one of the flag stands.

Tibetan Buddhist Prayer Flags

The flags hold prayers for peace, compassion,
strength, and wisdom. The wind spreads these
prayers throughout the earth - good will,
compassion, and benefit to all.

The colors represent the five elements: Blue —
sky, space; White — air, wind; Red — fire; Green —
water; Yellow — earth.

The flags are sacred, and as such should not touch
the ground. When old and worn they should be
disposed of by burning.

* B b g R RY &

N T8 !
||~“‘ “v*“\‘rl
P T PR Y

"~ Prayer flags over road in Bhutan.




Letter from
Nadia Ayoub
~serving in Greece~
February 28, 2022

Minute 4
Mission

“Praise the Lord all you nations; extol him, all you
peoples. For great is his love toward us, and the
faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the
Lord.” Ps. 117

Dear friends, families and church family,

I send greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, the Child of Bethlehem. | give
thanks to the Lord with all of my heart for he is the joy
of our lives, and with great joy | remember you all
always because of you I have experienced God’s love
and faithfulness for many years. Thank you so much for
your partnership with God’s ministry and me in
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Ukraine and recently among
the refugees in Greece.

I thank God for His faithfulness through last year, for
even it was hard time for all. Sometimes we were not
able to express how hard it actually was, but we all
trusted the Lord more, we have grown in our faith, and
we have seen that the Lord is doing new things, in
different ways.

The pandemic continues to be a big concern especially
for people who are not vaccinated since they need to be
tested regularly to ensure that they are free of the
Coronavirus. | thank God | was able to receive my two
shots and the booster.

My ministry with the refugees is going through
different phases as COVID regulations and immigration
laws change. The asylum seekers are patient and able to
be happy with the freedom they have in Greece as they
wait on the decision on whether or not they will be
accepted as refugees.

During Christmas, families with their children happily
joined the Christmas celebrations in the parks and the
delighted in festive decorations in the city of Katerini.
The children also enjoyed the train rides through the
city. The Hug Program prepared a special meal for the
needy and homeless to celebrate Christmas. Everyone
is praying that God will touch all our hearts to spread
His love, joy, hope and peace.

The Peace Pastry Program continues to meet as much
as possible. The membership of our group increased
because more refugees from Africa and the Far East
have arrived. We talk about many things. We began
talking about the hardship people are experiencing in
their countries because of evil leaders. We then began
to talk about the origin of evil and sin and discussed the
story of the creation and fall of the human race. We also

shared our experiences with fasting and compared
fasting in Islamic, Roman Catholic and other Christian
traditions.

The Education Center continues to be a place where
Greek, English and computer literacy is taught. | have
also started to teach Arabic so that workers will be able
to help the students. In addition, the Center is a place
where refugees can get counseling, advice and help.

I thank God for He is faithful and continues to help me
to make new friends. Eman’s family, her husband and
two children, are becoming close friends. We find ways
to meet and go together to the weekly open market and
share our stories and inquire about each other’s welfare.
They left their homeland because both Eman and her
husband are university graduates and the war in their
country meant that it was dangerous to stay, and they
had no hope of finding jobs. They tried to cross the
Turkey-Greece border four times. Each time the Greek
guards intercepted them and sent them back to Turkey.
On their fifth try, they reached a hotel where they meta
Red Cross news crew. Because they made contact with
the Red Cross, they were able to stay in Greece and
were received as asylum seekers. They have been in
Greece for three years and they have received the first
rejection of their asylum case. Eman has family in
Canada and America and hopes to be able to immigrate
to either country. She is improving her English skills by
talking with me.

I thank God that | have also become close friends with
Rafa, who is a single mother with one daughter from
Africa. She fled because of a family conflict. When she
arrived in Greece, she was placed in a detention center.
While she was there, the authorities tried to take her
daughter away saying that the child was not hers. Rafa
refused to let go of her child and insisted that she was
her daughter. Finally, a humanitarian organization
stepped in to help the poor mother. They ordered a DNA
test that proved that Rafa was the child’s mother. She
has lived in the housing assistance project in Katerini
for three years now. Only recently did she receive the
news that her asylum case was accepted. Now she faces
a court hearing to litigate her custody case so that she
can obtain travel documents for her daughter. Rafa
always communicates with me about what is happening
in her life, and she calls me when she needs help; for
example, to translate for her lawyer.

I thank you so much. It is only because of you and your
prayers, encouragement and financial support, that | can
be here and experience God’s great love and
faithfulness toward us all. I pray the Lord bless you and
keep you safe during this new year, 2022.

Serving Christ with joy together,

Nadia Ayoub
-- Mission & Service Committee --



2021 Presbytery of the Peaks
Two Cents-a-Meal Awards

Through the generosity of our congregations,
$28,121.89 has been awarded to community agencies,
$26,773.32 to regional, national and international
agencies, and $1,066.65 to designated offerings for a
total of $55,961.86 in 2021. Please note that the three
organizations highlighted in green received their
funding via grants submitted by First Presbyterian
Church, Covington, VA.

Local
Bedford Domestic Violence $750.00
Blue Ledge Meals on Wheels / $1,250.00
Ambherst
Calfee Community & Cultural $1,000.00
Center / Pulaski
Charlotte County Meals on $1,250.00
Wheels
Churches for Urban Ministry / $1,500.00
Lynchburg

COPE Food Pantry / Covington $750.00

FACES / Farmville $2,000.00
Feed the Hungry / Danville $1,250.00
Food for Kids / Bedford $1,000.00

Free Breakfast / FPC Martinsville $750.00

God’s Storehouse / Urban Farm $1,571.89
Grace Network / Martinsville $1,500.00
Helping Hands Backpack / $750.00
Narrows

Lake Christian Ministries / $1,800.00
Moneta

Lynchburg Daily Bread $2,400.00
Northern Pittsylvania County $750.00
Food Center

Northside Community Dinner / $1,800.00

Blacksburg

Presbyterian Community Center / $750.00
Roanoke

Roanoke Area Ministries (RAM) $1,250.00
Room At The Table / $1,000.00
Christiansburg

Salem Area Ecumenical $750.00
Ministries (ACT)

Salem / Roanoke County Food $750.00
Pantry

The Shelter / Radford $400.00
South Covington Care Pantry $1,000.00
The Woodchucks / Blacksburg $150.00
Total Local Two Cents-a-Meal | $28,121.89

Regional, National, International

Abukoli Foundation / South $2,000.00
Sudan

CEDEPCA / Guatemala $1,800.00
Christian Schools for Roma $2,000.00
Children / Ukraine

Cool Spring Leper Ministry / $1,850.00
Uganda

Feeding America SWVA $9,273.32
Kalikumbi Mission / Malawi $2,000.00
Namulesa Evangel Rescuing $1,850.00
Church / Uganda

Rise Against Hunger / $1,000.00
Appomattox Prince Edward PC

Rise Against Hunger / Quaker $1,000.00
Memorial PC, Lynchburg

Roanoke Valley Medical Mission $2,000.00
Roma Mission Center / Ukraine $2,000.00
Total Regional, National, $26,773.32
International Two Cents

Designated Gifts

Heifer International 266.65
Presbyterian Hunger Program 800.00
Total Designated $1,066.65

Deadlines for Two Cents-a-Meal grant
applications are April 1 and October 1. Applicants
may apply one time each year. Contact Presbytery
of the Peaks for more information: 1-888-557-
3257 or office@peakspresbytery.org “You give
them something to eat.” Mark 6:37

We at FPC plan to submit our 2022 grants for the
October 1 deadline.

Supporting David Pandy-Szekeres’
Humanitarian Efforts in Ukraine

In our early March email to David about our wiring
our annual support for his and Elemer’s work in
Ukraine, we also asked if he had additional funds,
is he able to help with some of the humanitarian
efforts in the Ukrainian crisis? Early on March 6,
we received his following response:

“Many thanks for your email. This new situation
which has arisen in Ukraine is really causing us to
scramble, needing to handle the movement of
people from the areas in Ukraine east of us as they
arrive on the western borders to Hungary. The ones
who make it across [after long waiting times at the
border crossing points] into Hungary are pretty
much looked after via the efforts of Hungarian



charity organizations, the Hungarian government
and all sorts of everyday people who volunteer to
help. The problems are much more existent in
Ukraine where supply chains no longer function
and the people there face food and fuel supply and
medicine shortages. | made several trips into
Ukraine last week taking a van load of food and
cleaning products to two orphanages and to a
family who was housing and feeding seventeen
people who had come from farther east in Ukraine.
I will be going this week also making most likely a
significant number of runs with supplies. All three
of our Christian schools there are over-filled with
people coming from the eastern parts.

To respond to your question: if | were to receive
funds to contribute to making a dent in helping
these needs getting to certain destinations, that
would be helpful. In addition to this type of
assistance please encourage the members of your
congregation to pray that there be an urgent push
for peace by those making decisions relative to this
unfortunate upheaval. Many thanks for your
concern and your prayers. The Lord be with you,
david p-sz”

We shared this news that morning during the online
Sunday School hour and also it was read during
Service and subsequently in other services. We
encouraged anyone wanting to support his efforts
to send a designated gift to FPC, identifying
“David P-S, Ukraine” on the check. As of this
writing, $9,825 has been received. Such gracious
gifts by so many members and friends of First
Presbyterian Church. Many thanks to each for
these donations and prayers.

In addition, Session has approved a dollar-to-dollar
match from the McDanald Fund to designated gifts
in support of David Pandy-Szekeres humanitarian
efforts, up to a maximum of $15,000. With this we
wired a total of $19,650 to David today (3/23/22)
to support his work. At 7:52pm (12:52am his time)
we received the following email from David:

“I am absolutely overwhelmed by this donation
[which has safely arrived as you can see beneath
(banking transaction email)] which will certainly
provide significant assistance to those in need, to
those adversely affected by this violent upheaval.
Many thanks for the generosity of your
congregation's members and to others also who

contributed. The Lord bless you and be with you,
each and all,

david p-sz”
We are grateful for all of the very generous gifts
supporting David’s very life helping work during
this war on the people of Ukraine. Thank you each.
--Mission & Service Committee

One Great Hour of Sharing

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has
provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love
with our neighbors in need around the world. The
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is traditionally
received on Easter and is on April 17" this year.
There is a special envelope in your offering box for
this offering. Envelopes will also be available.

In a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression,
millions of people lack access to sustainable food
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and
opportunity. The three programs supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger
Program (PHP), and Self-Development of People
(SDOP) - all work in different ways to serve
individuals and communities in need. From initial
disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide
people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
e $6.5 million granted by PDA in the United
States and 56 countries in 2020
e 131 grants impacting 20 countries given by
PHP in 2020
e 52 years of ministry for SDOP
e over 54,300 people trained in multiple
countries in areas of land rights, farming,
social development and addressing gender-
based violence
e 5,676 PDA work team volunteers served in
2019
e 264 certified PC(USA) Earth Care
congregations helped care for creation
e 51,000 trees planted around the world
e over 5,000 projects in economically poor
communities in the United States and
around the world have had an opportunity
to develop solutions to their own challenges
since SDOP’s inception
e $190,000 recovered in stolen wages for
hospitality workers in the U.S.
e 1097 Presbyterian congregations
purchased eco-palms for sustainable
forestry and livelihoods



LOCAL EVENT at Boys Home of Virginia:

The Living Last Suppes
Tuesday, April 12, 2022
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The Living Last Supper is a short, but powerful
melodrama about the reflection and inner turmoil of each disd
~ when Jesus announced he would be betrayed by one of the
Call 540-965-7707 for more information.

Experience the Lenten season In a new and

meaningful way as Boys Home students portray

- Leonardo da Vinci's famous painting.
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Refreshments will be served
following the production.

Parking is available behind the gymnasium
and at the administration building,
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Follow First Presbyterian Church on
FACEBOOK and share daily scriptures
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Using the code, complete this passage based on Ezekiel 34.
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Philippians 3:10, NRSV
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We are called, through scripture and our
tradition, to care for the natural world so
that all may live abundantly. God cares
deeply for all of creation and seeks to
preserve the diversity of life.

April is Earth Month and April 22 is Earth
Day, a time to especially focus on what we
can do to care for creation. Look around
your home, the community and beyond
and choose something you can do to make
a difference. Are you able to pick up
trash? Do you have items you no longer
need that could be recycled or repurposed
and used by others? Is there something
you could do to conserve energy use in
your home? Can you combine chores and
errands that require travel, reducing fuel
use? Maybe add a native plant or two to
your landscape?

Visit presbyearthcare.org/pcusa-programs
to learn about many and varied
opportunities and to see what others are
doing.

PRESCHOOL NEWS

March has been a busy month at the preschool.
We are learning about who we are, how things
work, how things move and how things grow.
Our classroom snails and worms have been
fascinating to watch as we learn about and build
them suitable habitats.

The children became mathematicians as they used
shapes to build snowflakes and poets as they
created a class poem about snowflakes.

“Snowflake”
Snowflake, snowflake falling from the sky
Catch one on your tongue
before they melt in the sun
Put them in your hands
they are cold
Make a snowball
to throw at the people
-FPCP Class

The children became scientist as they investigated
ice and engineers as they built tall, sturdy towers
from cardboard boxes. The children look forward
to Mondays singing and dancing with Pastor Jim
and love Wednesdays with Pastor Susi.
Best of all we have welcomed three new friends
into our preschool family.
Each morning we start the day by saying the
following:

[ am brave.

I am curious.

I am strong because I can do hard things.

[ am a beautiful learner.

-Mary Anderson

Please continue to keep our preschool families and
wonderful teachers in your prayers as they live and
learn in community.

TR

FPC preschool students busy learning to show love and care! |




First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

Aprill 2022

Worship, 11:00a

Sun Men €] Fri Sat
_ 1 Devotions |2 Devotions
h April w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
7@3“5\4\% Session
Special Music Meeting
On the Corner Vg('e”
(] 13th
Ap”l 13 Announced
NOON
3 Devotions |4 Devotions |5 Devotions |6 Devotions |7 Devotions [8 Devotions [9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, .
SLEDE TUESDAY NITE Choirs
Sunday School, SUNDAY SCHOOL Handbell, 5:30p
9:45a 6:45 p Chancel, 6:45p

10 Devotions

11 Devotions

12 Devotions

13 Devotions

14 Devotions

15 Devotions

16 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a |w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, .
9'302; W&M @11aZoom Choirs PWs meet !
Sunday School voucHers |Handbell, 5:30p 1pm -MF
9:45a DUE, 10a Chancel, 6:45p '.IT"&F "f-
Worship, 11:00a Music on Maundy Thursday ,
PALM TUESDAYNITE | the Corner Service l l 4
SUNDAY SUNDAYSCHOOL | @ Noon | @McAllister | Service 5pm
pase 7pm @FPC

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a, TUESDAY NITE Choirs
Sunday School SUNDAY SCHOOL |Handbell, 5:30p
9:45a 6:45 p )
Worship, 11:00a Chancel, 6:45p
VOUCHERS
EASTER OUCHER arth Day

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

M&S @ 5p Zoom

Choirs

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p
Newsletter Items
Due 10a

Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 6:45p

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



