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Easter is not just one Sunday; it is a season in the church liturgical year. It lasts for 7
weeks, the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost.

But Easter is not just a day and a season. Easter is a new way of life. Listen to the
words written in | Peter 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead...” (NRSV).

Paul put it this way in his 2" |etter to the Corinthians: “So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

(Il Corinthians 5:17, NRSV).

Those of us who trust in God and call Jesus “Savior” know that we have new life. When
we believe, we confess our sins to God and are forgiven; receiving grace and mercy. This is
new life because what we have done in the past is cleansed away.

Easter means hope. It is more than wishful thinking like when we say; “I hope | get a
new food processor for my birthday.” Easter hope is confidence in God and that God will bring
about blessings. Easter hope is that God’s protection and help exist. Easter hope is knowing
that the Holy Spirit of God is with each of us.

Because we know that God loves us, that Christ died for us, and that Holy Spirit
indwells us; we return that love to God. And because we love God, we can love ourselves and
each other.

On that first Easter day the Risen Christ appeared to His disciples and said; “Peace be
with you!” Easter hope is about peace in the midst of earthly chaos. Yes, it is sometimes hard
to be at peace. We get worried, anxious, and worked up when things go wrong. By trusting in
Easter hope, we should work to allow Jesus to calm our hearts and minds, bringing this peace.

“‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans: 15:13, NRSV).

Pastor Sust



BIRTHDAYS
1 Calvin Wright, Jr.
1 Amanda Swartz Garafolo
16  Christy Rollinson
21  Adrienne Snead
24  Sandra Minter

PRESCHOOL NEWS

First Presbyterian Church
Preschool

(&= A
\ L ARY = _is now open to the public for
registration for the 2022-2023
school year.
For more information contact
Margaret Moss
mmoss3401@gmail.com
or join us for our:
Open House

Monday, May 2, 2022
from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Bring the family to meet our
teachers, tour our school and
ask questions about our

p\rogrcm.

ART CLASS @
e FPC Preschool

M. Kyle Keyser retlred art teacher at
Covington High School, entertained our
preschoolers with a finger-painting
demonstration on April 13, 2022. Mr. Keyser
also gave a tour of the smart car he drives,
showing the children the difference between it
and a regular automobile. He played music
from the group “Il Volo” on the car stereo,
demonstrating the sound quality in the small
vehicle. He is very much interested in coming

more often, (our little ones didn’t scare him). @)




PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Presbyterian

Women
had 18 members attend this month in the
sanctuary on April 14th for our regular Bible
Study, as well as a joyful celebration of the
Easter Season. Dottie Hanshew held our
devotions.

The old business consisted in a follow up for
the items for Safehome. We will continue to
collect things until our May meeting. The
moderator expressed thanks to a generous
outpouring of love for Safehome. Pastor Susi
shared information about a grant from
Presbytery for SafeHome Systems, Inc. and a
check will be mailed to help with that
mission.

A report was given about the money
collected for our missionary in the Ukraine.
With matching funds from the missions
committee our church was able to send over
$19,000 to help the refugees in that country
where the Russian invasion is destroying
homes and lives. Our church members are to
be congratulated for stepping up in a great
big way to help those in need.

The treasurer’s report was given by Barbara
Fawley. We now have a balance of $819.59.

Ruby Sharp our card chairman and Co-
Moderator shared the April Birthdays of
Doris Swartz and Denise Pillow. A birthday
greeting was sung to the celebratory
members.

The new business began with Denise Pillow
giving us the history of PW birthday
celebrations. This year marks the 100th
anniversary of birthday celebrations. It was a
good review because many of us were not
aware of this part of PW. May is the month of
celebrations so we will have Birthday
Cupcakes in the Noah’s Ark room
immediately following our last Bible study for
this year. The birthday celebration will be on
May 12th,

The Bible Study was given by Pastor Susi.
She shared about Mary the mother of Jesus
who was present at the crucifixion. As the

bearer of God’s child, we saw a woman who
remained faithful even if it were a burden to
her. Joseph and Mary gave each other
strength in order for this part of the Bible to
be fulfilled. The meeting was closed with
prayer.

We want to thank all of our members for
remaining so faithful to this group by their
attendance and with
the special sharing
- that was evident
during this gathering.
_ Francis Withrow
. hand crocheted 20
Easter baskets. She
used her talent to
show her love to each
of us. The donations
of candy were greatly

, appreciated
and those
. quiet
members
who offered
have
generous
hearts. The
pictures
show the joy
and the beautiful colors that were shared.

On the other side of the baskets there were
surprise e S
cupcakes i
from the
two
ministers
in our
church,
Rev.
Terri
Slate, and
Rev Susi. What a beautiful box each member
received because of their caring.

Denise Pillow and Jean Johnson shared with
us Hot Crossed Buns with the Easter symbols
attached so we will be reminded of Holy
Week. I praise God for all these women in our
group that have such generous hearts.

Meeting adjourned

Next meeting May 12th. This will be Our last
meeting for this 2021-2022 year.

God has richly blessed each of us.
Moderator
Pam Pace
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Minute 4 Mission

Sunday School May 1, 2022
Virtual Visit by Billy Rice of Presbyterian
Children’s Home of the Highlands

Please join the May 1°t Sunday School hour to
learn about Billy Rice’s work as Executive Director
of Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands
(PCHH), located in Wytheville, Virginia.

PCHH was established in 1919. Most of the
children at that time were orphans whose
parents were victims of war or disease. Now
many of the children are victims of abuse and
neglect. The children range in age from 5-17
years. PCHH is a 501c3 organization. It has a
Board of Directors elected by the Presbyterian
Church. The home serves southwest Virginia.
Billy grew up in Covington and attended
McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church. His
wife Linda is also from Covington. They have two
grown children and several grandchildren. Prior
to going to PCHH, Billy was assistant Director of
Boys Home of Covington.

We support PCHH financially via our Church’s
annual budget and also in prayer. Should you like
to make a designated gift to support work of this
organization, please send your check to the
church office with a memo noting “PCHH”".

We begin each 9:45am Sunday School with a
15-minute social time at 9:30am. We will

conclude by 10:30am.

-- Mission & Service Committee

Pentecost Denominational Collection on June 5%
Investing in our greatest resource: Help youth
begin life with a solid foundation of faith.

Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith
established during childhood helps ensure
lifelong faith and service. The patterns and
lessons established during these formative years
continue to bear fruit throughout a person'’s life.
By receiving the Pentecost Offering, you are
nurturing the faith of those who are the church
to come — children, youth, and young adults.

Your impact
Nurturing the faith of those who are
the church to come

Forty percent of the Pentecost offering can be
retained by individual congregations wanting to
make an impact in the lives of young people
within their own community; First Presbyterian
Church’s Session has approved that the 40% local
portion will go to Preschool Scholarship Fund.
The remaining 60% is used to support ministries
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency:

e Guiding Youth (Youth Ministries) 25%
supports ministries with youth, ages 12—
18, and those called to accompany them.

e Young Adult Volunteers 25% (which is
what Miguel Petrosky did during his year
in New Orleans and that in Zambia)

e Child Advocacy 10% supports the
“Educate a Child, Transform the World”
national initiative, which was affirmed at
the 221st General Assembly (2014).

The Pentecost Offering is traditionally received
on the day of Pentecost, June 5%, There is a
special envelop in your offering box for this
offering.

-- Mission & Service Committee



Dear Friends, dear Donors,

It is fitting that | send you a brief report
pertaining to the activities | have been involved
in which are directly reflective of our efforts to
assist with your donations

- those Ukrainian citizens who have left their
homes because of the life-threatening military
activities associated with the Ukraine-Russia
war and have sought refuge in Transcarpathia,

- those sites and institutions in
Transcarpathia where refugees are being
provided with lodging and board

- those families whose sons, husbands,
fathers, grandfathers [men aged 18-60] have
been drafted for military service within the
Ukrainian armed forces or else have left
Ukraine in an effort to avoid being drafted

- those local citizens who are advanced in age
or have some physical handicap and have been
left to fend for themselves

- those Ukrainian citizens who have come to
Hungary to seek refuge.

Since the outbreak of this Ukraine-Russia war,
on most days | have travelled to Ukraine
(Transcarpathian region) with my van loaded
full with food supplies, hygienic care products,
bedding, blankets, clothing and footwear. On
some days | made two such trips and there
were a couple of days when | made three such
trips. And there were other items, also, which |
transported to Ukraine, such as books and toys
for children, medicine for the ill and money for
designated individuals or institutions. There
have been many times when | was asked to
transport humanitarian aid supplies [mostly
food and hygienic care products] into Ukraine
to designated sites because the donors were
only willing to transport these supplies to the
Hungarian side of the border. From here |
would take these supplies into Ukraine.
With the funds which I have received | have
purchased and delivered

- food and hygienic products to institutions

or other sites providing shelter for refugees

- medicines and medical supplies

- corn seed and sunflower seed for farmers

- fertilizer for farmers

- washing machines for institutions or other

sites providing shelter for refugees

I have provided funds to institutions or other
sites providing shelter for refugees in order
that they pay for incurred electricity and
natural gas costs. | have also spent donated
money for my fuel costs.

By no means have all the funds which I
have thus far received been spent. As the war
drags on, there will be an increased need for
funds for all of the above-mentioned outlays
and we hope to thus be able to continue to
provide the necessary assistance. A more
detailed accounting of funds will be prepared
and issued at a later date. In the meantime, |
would like to wish each and every one a
peaceful and blessed Easter.

14 April 2022
From: David Pandy-Szekeres
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God instructs children how to relate to their parents.

F[H:I Hg g w M M ER} Directions: Arrange the words in alphabetical order. Then insert the circled

letters in order to complete Exodus 20:12, NIV.

b ____O__0O
SUNDAY MORN- SUNDAY SCHOOL & 2O_ ___0O
TUESDAY EVENING - SUNDAY SCHOOL Q.0 3__0O_0O_
Both classes follow the same curriculum! O Ol «O___
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM we gather s___O_
together via zoom and fellowship and then 80_0O_
class starts at 9:45 AM. oo fotr ;' 60_8 - —
Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM we gather daughter  honor  home Yoo
together via zoom and fellowship and then e 0 O 7

class starts at 6:45 PM

_ono__ your __ather and __our mo__h_r,
sot _aty umay _i_el_ngint_e land
the L_RD _ou__ God i__ givi__g you.

EXODUS 20:12, NIV
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@FirstPresbyterianChurchCovingtonVA

Follow and Share Daily Scripture on FB




First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

MOTHER’S
DAY

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

Men

MW 2022

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

FPC Preschool
Open House
6to7 pm

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 6:45p

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

O Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Preschool
Meeting

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 6:45p

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

PWs meet

1p
Birthday
Celebration

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 6:45p

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Handbell, 5:30p
Chancel, 6:45p

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

%MEMORW.
DAY

31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Newsletter ltems
Due 10a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Preschool
Last Day

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



