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“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place in the guest room.” (Luke 2:7, NRSVue).

In one sentence we read the announcement of the birth of Jesus. A simple statement.
Jesus’ name is not given here because He will not receive it until 8 days later during the
naming and circumcision. One simple sentence about a child whose entire life will change the
world.

Matthew tells us that when the angel told Joseph that his betrothed Mary was to bear a
son whose name would be Jesus that this child is the one to save His people as was
prophesied by Isaiah. “Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young
woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14,
NRSVue).

In those days the Romans occupied Judea. While they were allowed to have their
religious traditions and to worship Yahweh, there was great oppression. Roman laws and
taxes were crushing. The Jews longed for the prophesied Messiah who was to come and save
them from this.

And so, Jesus, their Messiah, is born. The Jewish people believed that the Messiah
was coming to same them. What we know is that this Messiah was not just for the Jewish
people, but for the entire world.

Following Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension the disciples spread the good news
of Him. As they did, the Holy Spirit shared with them not only the ability, strength, and
perseverance to spread the good news; but also, the word that it was for everyone, not just the
Jews.

We know that because we know Jesus Christ and trust in Him as our Lord and Savior,
we have a relationship with the Almighty God of all Creation who loves each of us. In God’s
love we receive forgiveness from our sins when we turn to God with humble hearts. All
because one night in Bethlehem a young woman gave birth to her son and laid him in a simple
bed of hay.

As you celebrate Christmas with your family and friends, remember that we have this
time to celebrate because of God’s love given us in the Baby of Bethlehem.

Christimas Blessings;

Pastor Sust
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BIRTHDAYS
3  Jackie Cheatham

6  Rebecca Lindstrom
16  Barbara Hise
20 Ron Morrissette
23  David Craft
27  Eleanor Payne
29 Ronnie Hise

Let's begin to fill a Christmas
Stocking for the Presbyterian
Children's Home of the
Highlands in Wytheville, VA.
Brenda Linkenhoker shared this
information with us, “I have
reached out to Mr. Rice again.
There are 11 teenagers with
them now. (7 girls ages 12-17
and 4 boys) He is excited about
the stocking. He again
mentioned the gift cards which
they can really use.”

Hope this information helps.
You may bring your stocking
contents to the church office and
Ann Marie will show you the
container in the library. The
deadline to bring your gifts is
December 11,

Fast food gift cards
Gift cards to Wal-Mart
Shampoo

Conditioner

Body Wash
Deodorant

Craft supplies

If you have any questions,
please ask Brenda Linkenhoker
or Pam Pace. Happy Shopping!

Pam Pace
Moderator

//-* On November 10" the PW’s met in

.Y.\ the sanctuary with 14 ladies
\:« ') present. Co-Moderator Jeanie
= Morrissette led the meeting. Ann
]:::ﬁh Marie gave the devotional on
WOMEN “Being Thankful”.
We’ve been invited to a luncheon/ meeting with
the Clifton Forge PW’s, we voted on it, and
decided to participate. (More about this below*)
We discussed our gifts for the Presbyterian
Children’s Home of the Highlands and set the
deadline of Dec. 11" to have those items here.
We signed a card for one of our dear members.
Our business meeting adjourned followed by
Pastor Susi leading our Bible Study (lesson 3)
“Sabbath and Sunday”.

*The PW women voted to have their Christmas
luncheon at Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church at
noon on Thursday December 8th. We will meet
at First Presbyterian Church parking area in
Covington at 11:15 A. M. to carpool to Clifton
Forge. The parking lot closest to the luncheon is
on Jefferson Street beside the church.

The menu will be chicken salad on a croissant,
salad, drinks, and dessert. The lunch cost is
$15 per person. Please pay our treasurer,
Barbara Fawley, by Dec. 1st so you will be
included in the count. We will sing one verse of a
Christmas Carol, have the blessing and eat lunch.
The Bible study will follow the meal so please
remember to bring your book with you. The area
Presbyterian churches have been invited so let's
welcome all to this event. Looking forward to our
fun and fellowship.

Remember for the new year we will not meet in
January and we will resume in February of 2023.

Moderator of PW
Pam Pace
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“Coolers of Love: We Are Family” Project
Buckhorn, KY
We saw brothers and sisters in need,
and showed them that they are loved.
* 1600 Ibs. of food were collected.

*Twenty-nine (29) families received food / items
A cashier's check for $527.05 was made payable to
Buckhorn School to use for student’s needs. The check
was mailed 11.03.2022. The school has a budget line
item designated for this. The funds will not go into the
school’s “General Fund”.
I called Tim Wooten, Principal of Buckhorn School,
and advised him that we had funds available. [We had
over estimated cost of gas to make the trip.] The
thinking was that teachers have a relationship with the
students and their families. Teachers have a day-to-day
interaction with the students, and know the struggles,
challenges, that the students (and families) face.
Important: Tim wanted me to be sure to tell you all
how much what you have done means to his students
(their families) and his staff. | told him | would
definitely pass on his thanks.
Buckhorn School is a school with grades K-12. Tim
sent me the breakdown of his students. There is one
classroom for each of the grades (K-12). The
breakdown is below:

Grade # of students
Kindergarten 21
1% grade 18
2" grade 22
3 grade 16
4" grade 17
5t grade 20
6" grade 18
7" grade 28
8" grade 27
ot grade 30
10" grade 27
11" grade 28
12th grade 35

The information below was taken from WYMT in
Hazard, KY on 08.10.2022. Buckhorn School in
Buckhorn will be closed this year and next year. An
engineering firm has been to the Buckhorn School site
and will make a recommendation for the future of the
Buckhorn School, Buckhorn, KY facilities.

As a result, Buckhorn School students will be
temporarily housed in the West Wing of A.B. Combs
School. “This will allow us to be able to house all of
the Buckhorn School staff and students in one building
under the same roof as we had at Buckhorn,” a post read
on the Buckhorn School Facebook page. “This is a

tremendous asset for our students to be with their
familiar peers and school staff! We are excited about
this opportunity,” officials added.

Buckhorn School also has its own Facebook page which
posts school activities. It is great to see/read what these
amazing  students/teachers/parents/community  are
doing.

--Mission & Service Committee

Poinsettias in @ new way!

First Presbyterian members and friends are invited to
make a contribution, in honor of or in memory of loved
ones, for the Advent/Christmas season. Your gifts will
provide two large poinsettias for the sanctuary and food
for those experiencing great need in these especially
challenging times. Community members served
through COPE and the South Covington Care Pantry
will be blessed by your generosity, along with those in
worship. Gifts of $15, the usual cost of a single
poinsettia, will be greatly appreciated.

Wording: Same as last year
or
Circle one:  In Honor of (or) In Memory of

Wording:

Name:

Address:

Payment: Check Cash Amount

QUESTIONS? Please call Gail Nicely (540) 968-2568

Please have all “orders” in by December 11,




Fall 2022 Preschool News
**Our field trip to the Library**

Learning how to
make bag
puppets with
Ms. Tori

**Back at Preschool

*%

Art with Mud Time to Concentrate “Hurry before the Police man comes!”



We made Turkeys!

3



HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you, Mrs. Rachael, for reading
to us!

Helping each
other!
We are super friends!
Practicing wrapping gifts...

Santa may need help!!

Working together building a tower for a Castle.

HAVE A VERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS!




Beginning the first Sunday of Advent, November 27th, Daniel Pillow will be sharing a series of daily devotions from
one of the greatest spiritual writers and guides of our time, Henri J.M. Nouwen (1932-1996). Each devotion will
include a brief meditation, along with a prayer, reflection and/or suggested action. Hopefully, these reflections will
help us each prepare to celebrate Christ's coming among us in the Incarnation, in the Holy Spirit and in his Glory at
the end of time. Join Daniel each day for a special devotion from the Nouwen collection "The Lord Is Near."

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday services are In-Person and streamed on YouTube. Devotions with Daniel are streamed on YouTube.

Sunday School via Zoom — Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

December 2022

Vosied.
CHRISTMAS
n

W& M 11lam
Zoom

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Devotions |2 Devotions [3 Devotions
it w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a
Sunday School,
9:45a

Worship, 11:00a

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

NO TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Presbyterian

Women
12PM @
CFP Church
Meet at FPC
11:15a to carpool.

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a TUESDAY NITE Choirs
Sunday School SUNDAY SCHOOL .
945 6:45p Chancel, 4..30p
Worship, 11:00a Handbell, 5:30p
VOUCHERS
CHORALE/ BELL DUE, 10a Open Sanctuary
PERFSEOMFf\NCE Prayer Time 1-2p

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

COMMUNION

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

CHRISTMAS
EVE
SERVICE
5:00 p

25 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a
NO Sunday School

Pre-recorded
service on
YouTube

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
NO TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a
Newsletter
Items
Due 10a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

NO Choir
Rehearsal

Open Sanctuary
Prayer Time 1-2p

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

New
Years
Eve

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org.




