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 “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?  I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  Isaiah 43:19, NRSVue 
 
When we see someone, we haven’t seen for a while a common question is; “What’s new?” as 
we catch up with each other.  We regularly experience new things.  New jobs, new homes, 
new cars, new friends, new experiences.  On her wedding day a bride looks for something old 
and something new.   
 
Every January we begin a new year and with it comes a new calendar.  What a sight to see, all 
those empty blocks just waiting to be filled with appointments and reminders.  In no time at all, 
each month becomes a messy page as we enter information and then cross it off as it changes 
or erase appointments as they are cancelled. 
 
Our lives are like that new calendar.  We are fresh and new each day, just waiting for God to 
start writing on our lives.  Unfortunately, we make mistakes, called sin.  That is when things get 
messy. 
 
The good news is that God gives us a way to clean up those messy places.  It is called 
repentance.  Jesus, the Son of God, brought salvation to the world for those who repent from 
their sin.  Jesus teaches us that when we confess our sin with humble and contrite hearts, in 
repentance; we receive the gift of forgiveness.  All those mistakes on our calendar pages are 
cleaned up. 
 
These acts of repentance and confession are not just for the beginning of a new year.  Jesus 
says that we should be mindful of those things we do which separate us from God and confess 
whenever it is needed. 
 
As we listen to the culture around us say that 2023 is a new year with all sorts of amazing 
possibilities please know this; every day is a new day with astonishing possibilities through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Every day is an opportunity to look for God in our lives and listen for the 
Holy Spirit to give us direction.  Every day brings with it the chance to experience God’s 
salvation through Jesus Christ. 
 
Happy New Year!     
 
 

Pastor Susi 

 



 

  

    
  
 
 
 
 
 
  4 Jeanie Morrissette 
12 Adam Hise 
13 Donald Baker 
13 Linda Trumbo 
15 Blayne Oliver 
16 Mike Harless 
21 Cathy Snyder 
30 Pat Howard 
                     

Please remember we do 

not meet in January, 

however for our February 

meeting we will have a 

Cup of Soup for Lunch at 

Noon. Please bring a 

soup mug and spoon on 

February 9th at 12 noon and we will meet in 

the Noah's Ark room 

. Our Bible study will be back in the sanctuary 

after our time together downstairs. 

For our December meeting we met in the 

sanctuary for chapter 4 in our study booklet. 

This was titled, “Sabbath and Surrender”. Our 

lesson gave us an 

opportunity to look 

deep within 

ourselves and 

decide what things 

under our Christmas 

tree could we take 

out to make room for the Christ child? A good 

discussion followed allowing for the members 

to share.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the business meeting Ruby Sharp 

shared birthday greetings for Eleanor Payne, 

and Jeanie Morrissette. Our treasurer, Barbra 

Fawley, gave the report of $649.70 in our 

treasure. She also shared that an anonymous 

donor presented a check of $100 in honor of 

the moderator's 80th birthday. As your 

moderator, I am humbled by the generosity 

and kindness of this gift. Thank you. 

 

 

The collection of our gifts for the Wytheville 's 

children's home was quite successful. The 

number was 30 cards for the children. 

There were other gift items in the box such as 

art supplies, a journal, games and the best 

part, Christmas stocking for all 11 young 

people who are residents there. Again, the 

generosity of our group is truly an act of love 

and caring. Thank you all for your part in 

helping. 



On December 13, weather permitting, we will 

deliver the box of Christmas cheer to the 

Wytheville Presbyterian home. Francis 

Withrow has volunteered to ride with me as 

my copilot. Thank you for helping.

  
We had 10 ladies in attendance at the 

meeting. We received 

good news that Helen 

Gaylor was home and no 

longer at the Brian Center. 

For all those with colds 

and illnesses not able to 

come to our December 

Meeting, we send our 

prayers and love to you. 

 

The social committee 

presented us with favors 

all wrapped up in festive 

paper at our December 

PW meeting. This group 

adds so much to the fun 

of our group. Thank you 

all for sharing with us. 

 

Denise Pillow will have the 

February devotions at our 

meeting on February 9th 

We still need someone to 

have the March devotions 

and hopefully someone will 

agree to that part of our 

meeting. 

 

     PW Moderator 

     Pam Pace 

Francis Withrow and I made a trip to 

Wytheville to take all the Christmas gifts of 

love collected by the PW on Tuesday 

December 13. What a beautiful day it was to 

deliver 30 gift cards as well as art supplies 

and stockings. We met Billy Rice who shared 

a lot of information about the 

accomplishments they are making on the 

campus. We saw some of the hand-crafted 

gifts the young people had made to share.  

We were recipients of a need for air in my car 

tires. The staff took my car and inflated the 

tires so we were safe traveling home. Thank 

you so much, since neither My copilot or I 

had any ideas how to do those car 

skills.   We plan to schedule Billy in the spring 

to speak with PW and give you a chance to 

talk to him personally. Thank you all for 

sharing with this project. 
 



These are some of the beautiful quilts that decorated 

the Administration Building at the Presbyterian 

Children’s Home of the Highlands! 

 

Epiphany Stars 
It is time for our 2023 Epiphany Star Words. 

Epiphany Star Words are stars with 

inspirational words written on them.  Each of 

us chooses a star from those available.  We 

use our word throughout the year as we 

reflect upon what God is doing in our lives.  

We reflect upon how Jesus is calling us to 

serve in light of our Star Word.  By meditating 

upon our word, by praying about our word, 

and by observing how things around us and 

in our lives intersect with our word; our 

relationship with God, Jesus Christ, and the 

Holy Spirit is deepened.  Since Epiphany is 

on Friday January 6, 2023 the Star Words will 

be available on January 8 following worship. 

 
 

Presbytery of the Peaks funds Two Cents a 

Meal grants 

We are delighted that the Two Cents a Meal grant 

applications submitted to Presbytery of the Peaks 

this fall were funded for South Covington Care 

Pantry ($1,200), Care Packages for Roma Families 

in War-Torn Ukraine ($1,800), Roma Children 

Kindergarten, Kisdobrony, Ukraine ($1,800), and 

Christian Schools for Roma Children with Focus 

on Nagydobrony South Kindergarten, Ukraine 

($1,800). The three grants for Ukraine are to be 

administered by David Pandy-Szekeres. Each grant 

will be 50% matched from the Thompson Hunger 

Relief fund. These programs address root causes of 

hunger by providing direct food relief and 

nutrition education.  
--Mission & Service Committee 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday services are In-Person and streamed on YouTube. Devotions with Daniel are streamed on YouTube. 
Sunday School via Zoom – Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com 

   

1    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

NO Sunday School 
Worship, 11:00a 

 

2    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

3    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
TUESDAY NITE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
6:45 p 

 

4    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
Choirs 

Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

5    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

6    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
Epiphany  

of the Lord 

7    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

8    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 
Sunday School, 

9:45a 
 

Worship, 11:00a 

Communion 
  

9      Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

10  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

6:45 p  
 

VOUCHERS  
DUE, 10a 

11     Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 
Open Sanctuary 
Prayer Time 1-2p 

12  Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

13    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
14      Devotions 

    w/ Daniel, 8a 

15    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 
Sunday School 

9:45a 
Worship, 11:00a 

 
 

16  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

17   Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

6:45 p  
 

 

18    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 
 

19    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

20    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

21   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 
 

 

22     Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Sunday School 

9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 
 

 

23   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 

 24 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

6:45 p  
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10a 

25   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

Open Sanctuary 
Prayer Time 1-2p 

26 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Newsletter 
 Items  

Due 10a 
 

27   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

 
 
 

28   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
      

 

29    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Sunday School 

9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

 

30  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 
 
 

31  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

6:45 p  

 

    

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA   ~    Email:  FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com 
185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426  ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org.

 


