Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
April 2023

The angel spoke to the women: “There is nothing to fear here. I know you’re looking for Jesus,
the One they nailed to the cross. He is not here. He was raised, just as he said. Come and look at
the place where he was placed. Matthew 28:5-6, The Message

On April 9, 2023 Christians around the world will wake up and greet one another’ “He is
Risen!”, “He is Risen indeed!” It is a day of joyous celebration for us.

After all the traveling and teaching that Jesus had done for 3 years, He was arrested, crucified,
and He died. His disciples, friends, and followers were devastated. Many of the Jews had
believed Jesus would help them overthrow the Romans and take back their lands.

He is dead. Joseph of Arimathea had taken Jesus’ body down from the cross and buried Him in
a tomb he owned. This happened just as the Sabbath began so there was no opportunity to
mourn properly.

Early in the morning following the Sabbath, Matthew tells us that the women went to the tomb.
In their grief they slowly walk toward the tomb. As they approach an earthquake moves the
stone that has closed the tomb.

An angel is there bringing the important message; “Jesus is no longer here in this tomb, He has
risen!” Matthew tells us that as the women ran to tell the others what they had learned, suddenly
Jesus is before them.

Jesus gives them instructions. He says; “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” (Matthew 28:10, NRSVue)

The disciples and others were able to experience the Risen Lord before He ascended to heaven.
We experience the Risen Lord too. We experience the Risen Jesus when we study our Bibles
and when we worship in community.

Just as the women were to go and tell that they had seen Jesus, we too are to go and tell the
world that God’s Son, Jesus, has risen from the dead.

As you live in the love of God through the Risen Savior, go and tell the world.
Jesus Christ is Risen!

Pastor Sust
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APRIL ’IJR’TIHJ DAYS

10  Doris Swartz

18  Denise Pillow

24  Mackenzie Carter
27  Neal Lloyd

28 Hannah Pillow
30 Read Lunsford

11 women met for the
Presbyterian Women’s
& | meeting in the Noah’s
Ark room on March 9th.
Our attendance has been
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WOMEN
reduced, because
many of our
members are having
medical issues. We
offer prayers for
those who cannot
attend because of
changes in their ‘
health situations. Their presence is greatly
missed so we are hoping that the health
concerns will be healed and our women
can be with us again. We collectively are
praying for you.

Brenda
Linkenhoker
introduced
our speaker, | Q
Billy Rice. He —__*

was so happy to
__ seeour
= members and

\ iy t—

r—— —%—=- personally thank

us for the support to the Presbyterian
Childrens Home of the Highlands with our
gift cards and stockings for Christmas. The
T location of
the home is
in
# | Wytheville,
with an open
— =,  invitation to
visit there. In
addition to
the Christmas gift cards, our church has
given $38,000 to help with the care of
young people.
He also
shared with
us a new
project just
beginningon &4
the ground Y
floor. The M
mission is to have available clothing for
these young people as well as community
members who have clothing needs. The
goal is to drive a truck with clothing from
location to -
location
sharing with
those in the
community
who need
clothes. He
will share more about this as the project
gets a little farther along.

-
a

-

The short business meeting followed with
a treasurer’s report with no new
expenditures.

The March birthdays were recognized:
March 1. Dotty Hanshew

March 15. Frances Withrow

March 20. Helen Gaylor

The Presbyterian Women honored Terri
Slate with a pink azalea in a pot for her



willingness to teach our class. She brings
so much to us and her willingness to step
in and take our discussion group is greatly
appreciated. Thank you, Terri.

R BT Our Bible study about
= S “Sabbath and
o A e Hospitality “gave us
= some fresh perspective
about how to
understand our roles
as women. We
discussed the two
versions of the Ten Commandments. One
is found in Exodus and the second in
Deuteronomy. The version in Exodus
followed the deliverance of the Jewish
people at the Red Sea. God is saying to the
people that through Grace you have been
saved and rules must be followed. The
version in Deuteronomy is to remind us of
our need to bring hospitality not just to
some, but instead extending Sabbath
privileges to all.

Our lesson closed with prayer.

Next meeting

April 13, 2023

Noah’s Ark Room

The devotion will be led by Sandra Minter.

Pam Pace
PW Moderator

Second Quarter THESE DAYS Devotionals
have arrived. These begin April 1%, Please
let the office know if you would like

a copy mailed to you. Thank you!

Minute for Mission
A Letter from Nadia Ayoub,
serving in Greece ~ spring 2023

“I will tell of the kindness of the Lord, the deeds
for which he is to be praised, according to all the
Lord has done for us, yes, many good things he
has done for the house of Israel, according to his
compassion and many kindnesses.” 1saiah 63:7

Dear friends and families,

| greet you all in the name of our Savior
Jesus Christ. With a heart full of joy, | praise
the Lord for heis faithful and according to
his mercy and compassion has brought us
safely to this New Year and | pray and trust
he will save and redeem and carry us all the
days. | thank you my dear mission partners
for you have kept your commitment to
continuing to serve the Lord with your
prayers, encouragements, and financial
support, and continue to follow the Lord’s
command in Matthew 25.

Indeed, the Lord has done many good things
since my last correspondence.

Celebrating the New Year by sharing the Vasilopita.
Whoever got the piece of bread with the coin in it
received a gift card worth 10 Euros to buy items from
the sewing project.




Praise the Lord! On November 9, 2022,
mission-minded friends from First
Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, New
Jersey came to Greece and served in Athens
with “Helping Hands” and in Katerini with
“Perichoresis” for one week. They visited
different projects and engaged in ministry in
various ways like sorting clothes in the
distribution area, joining the Friday women’s
coffee time, and preparing and serving the
meals. Their presence and ministry brought
joy and encouragement to local partners,
beneficiaries, and me.

Praise the Lord for his mercy. COVID has
become much less prevalent since the
COVID vaccine has become available.
Christmas was able to be celebrated very
well this year in Katerini. The Greek
Evangelical Church had its outdoor carnival.
All the neighbors came with their children
and enjoyed the activities and food. The City
of Katerini also had many festival sites for
the children and families like the train ride
and the campfire dance.

| thank God that we were also able to
celebrate the New Year with the traditional
Vasilopita cake with the women during the
Friday coffee time.

Many Iraqi-Kurdish families, whose asylum
claims were rejected two or three times,
were able to leave Greece and immigrate to
their country of choice. Many have received
temporary asylum until a final decision on
their cases is made. | thank God that they are
currently, if temporarily, indoors, warm, fed,
and medically cared for.

Ukrainian refugees receive immediate
decisions that temporary protection asylum
has been granted. Through the International
Migration Organization (IOM), in partnership
with Perichoresis, they receive some
assistance with living and housing expenses,
as well as Greek language lessons. Sadly, by

now, many have understood that it will be
some time before they can return to

Ukraine. Many of them have lost their
homes, businesses and jobs. Slowly, they are
trying to learn the Greek language. Their
children attend Greek schools in-person as
well as online Ukrainian schools. It is very
difficult situation for both the children and
the parents. Because of the stress they often
get sick with various illnesses.

The Perichoresis education center is helping
the Ukrainians in a holistic way. We provide
education in Greek and English for adults,
after-school programs for all students, a
working space with WIFI, Friday coffee time
for the women, a youth club for teens, a club
for younger children, counseling, resumé
writing courses, help in finding employment,
medical help, and many more services as the
need arises.

Tamara is a new Ukrainian new beneficiary
of Perichoresis’ education center. She is an
unaccompanied minor and cannot be
registered alone. Her aunt is hoping to be
registered as her formal custodian, butitis a
long process. Since Tamara will be 18 years
old next month she can, thankfully, be
registered on her own. Tamara comes to
Perichoresis for English lessons, we talk
about things that matter to her, and
sometimes she brings her English homework
from her online Ukrainian school for some
help.

She was very disturbed by having to leave
her family, friends and familiar places. She
told me how this war is dividing people and
families. Her father is pro-Russian, and he
fights with his family and accuses them of
being Ukrainian terrorists who kill each
other and denounce the Russian army. Now
Tamara is hoping to become independent.
She is full of hope and has many plans of
living in Europe since there is no way she can



return to Ukraine. Her hometown has been
destroyed and her friends no longer live
there. Some of the boys she knew died in the
war and the rest have left Ukraine.

Please pray for the conflict between Greece
and Turkey. As the tension between the two
countries escalates, the young people of
Greece, aware of their duty to their country,
are becoming anxious. One young person
told me this story. One day he forgot to turn
on his alarm clock and he overslept a little.
He dreamed a specific dream three times. In
it, he was in the battle fighting the Turks and
the Greeks were winning,.

“In all their distress He (the Lord) too was
distressed and the angle of his presence
saved them. In his love and mercy, he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried
them all the days of old.” |saiah 63:9

The Lord is faithful, and He is in control and
hears our prayers, please continue to pray as
you read my newsletter. | pray that the Lord
moves in you whenever you praise Him and
request His guidance.

Thank you so much for your faithful
partnership. | pray the Lord blesses you and
encourages you to live a life in service to
God.

Serving Christ together with joy!

Nadia Ayoub

Below is an excerpt from a letter received and
shared from Tim Carriker:

This year in Brazil has been a fairly normal
year coming "out" of Covid-19 as | assume it
has been for you all. My own activities
revolved mainly around teaching and writing.
Marta has had her church involvements and is

always ready to revise my writing and that of
others as well as some translation of books. |
taught at 7 different seminaries and mission
training centers throughout the year and also
remained active on the boards and in events
sponsored by Renew Our World
(https://www.renewourworld.net/), Faith in
Climate (https://fenoclima.org.br/), and the
Interfaith Rainforest Initiative
(https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/ and in
Brazil
https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/brazil/).
All three are Christian or interfaith
environmental advocacy organizations.
Participation in IRI is especially enlightening.
We visited two climate related think and
monitoring tanks: INPE (Instituto Nacional de
Pesquisas Espaciais / National Institute for
Space Research https://www.gov.br/inpe/pt-
br) that monitors deforestation, and
CEMADEN (Centro Nacional de
Monitoramento e Alertas de Desastres
Naturais / National Center for the Monitoring
and Alerts of Natural Disasters
https://www.gov.br/cemaden/pt-br). There
we met with and spoke with leading scientists
such as Carlos Nobre, who you probably have
heard of. The basic idea was to expose
different religious leaders in Brazil (Christian,
Jewish, Buddhist, Spiritualist) to the science
of climate change and its consequences in
order to be influential voices in their religious
communities to advocate change. Much of the
funding comes from the Norwegian
government through the United Nations.

I continue, too, to do quite a bit of writing and
podcasts (https ://www.youtube.com/results
?search_query=Casasemlixo+C%C3%A9u+na
+terra): in the area of
creation-care for
,.'v various Brazilian
A'f;()s and international
magazines, and
writing (mainly
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Bible commentaries) on what it means to be a
missional church. Last year, a colleague and |
wrote 2 volumes, one based on the Synoptic
Gospels and the other based on the Gospel of
John. Currently we are writing a 6th
commentary (the first four were Luke in 2018,
then Acts in 2022, then a first volume of Paul's
letters in 2022 and then a second volume on
Paul's letters about to be released). Marta
also published a book this
year: What steals your joy?
And has been the topic of a
number of study groups.
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ALEGRIA?

g been working over
the past 5 years,
the Mission Study
Bible (a version in
English and a new
version in
Portuguese) has
been delayed
again! from 2022 to
2023, and now from 2023 to 2024. | sure hope
it comes outin 2024...

Some good family news: we will receive a visit
from our daughter, her husband, and their
daughter (Gabi 9) for most of the month of
March and then for two weeks in April from
my brother and two daughters. Also during
the month of March, we have to receive our
two grandchildren (Anabel 16 and Marcelo 14)
from Hawaii for a week or two. So much
welcomed family time coming up and then
back to our normal schedules. Each year |
continue to say it's time to slow down but it
still is not happening! | suppose that will
come in due course. Besides the links above,
I'mincluding a few pictures below of our
family.

Please communicate our love and
appreciation to all... Tim Carriker

Cellular: +55 (48) 9 9629-3333
Skype / MSN: timcarriker
Instagram: @charlybrwn_

One Great
Hour of Sharing Collection on
April 9, 2023

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has
provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love
with our neighbors in need around the world.

in a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression
Millions of people lack access to sustainable
food sources, clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity.
The three programs supported by One Great Hour
of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People - all work in different ways
to serve individuals and communities in need.
From initial disaster response to ongoing
community development, their work fits together
to provide people with safety, sustenance, and
hope.
The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is
traditionally received on Easter, April 9. There is
a special envelop in your offering box for this
offering.

-- Mission & Service Committee



PRAYERS AND SONGS
Worship and Music

Special Services and Events:

April 2 Palm Sunday — we will have a joint
Blessing of the Palms with other downtown
churches. This will be led by Father Tom Collins.
Please assemble at the City Building by 10:45am.
April 6 will be a combined service with our other
Presbyterian Churches at McAllister. The service
will be at 5:30pm.

April 7 we are hosting our Presbyterian group for
the Good Friday Service. This service will also be
at 5:30pm.

Easter Sunday — 11:00 service at First
Presbyterian. This will be only our church.

April 16 is communion.

April 30 is going to be a very special day for us.
We are calling it “Susi Sunday.” This is the 5t
Sunday so we are having a casual service in the
CHAPEL. Susi is picking her favorite hymns to
sing and her favorite scripture to talk about.
This service will NOT be streamed. After the
service, a light lunch will be served. Susi has
been asked to invite her family.

Watch for this Ad on the Alleghany Journal:

Join U4 For
1

72 PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP, April 2nd, 11 a.m. —
First Presbyterian Church

Paim processional will start in front of Covington City Hall around 10:45 a.m.
Paims will be provided.

~ JOINT MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE, April 6th,

4 5:30 p.m. - McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church
. 900 N. Alleghany Ave., Covington

JOINT GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE, April 7th, 5:30 p.m. —
First Presbyterian Church

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP, April 9th, 11 a.m. -
First Presbyterian Church

ALL ARE WELCOME!
.f.'g{i Tal ])wd@féu'an Church

Corner of Maple Ave. & Locust St.,
Covington, VA

Music
Choir and Handbells are meeting as usual
Sandra is working on plans for Music on the
Corner. Some of the things mentioned are
concerts by Mitchell Garcia and Jonathan Elmore.
She is also interested in a group from Roanoke

and a group from VMI. Sandra is trying to
organize a Presbyterian handbell group composed
of members from all our area churches. The only
date set for now is July 24 for the Garth Newel
concert. The audio system is still not working
correctly. Lon and Sue are working on it each
Sunday to improve the quality. It may be that we
may need to have Sound Stage come and check
our sound board connection with our system.

Care and Fellowship

The “Susi Sunday” is our primary project
currently. The emergency cancellation call list
has been emailed to those who will be responsible
for calling our congregation in the event of
inclement weather.

Community Outreach

As a committee, we feel that this is a vital
program for the church. As a small group, it is
difficult to engage in a large-scale project but
small things make a difference.
| visited the CSB psychosocial house on Riverside
Ave. They need snacks for the participants. We
decided that was something we could accomplish
so we will be purchasing snacks and will deliver
them as soon as we can. They are going to think
about other needs and let us know what they are. |
am also going to visit the substance abuse
program office and see if there is some way to
help that program.
The interest in the mental health programs is
steaming from an effort to establish a suicide
prevention program in our schools next year. If
you are interested in the program, please, talk to
me (Brenda Linkenhoker).
Our ongoing project is helping a 15-year-old
male who with his mother has located in
Covington from Richmond. This request for
help came from a church member. They have
nothing. The school helped with food for last
weekend. They were given information about
the COPE Food Pantry. As a group we decided
we could help. We have purchased a Food Lion
card (restricted which means they cannot buy
alcohol or tobacco and cannot get money
back). We also are collecting items to give to
the family to help with their situation. Please, if
you want more information, talk with any
committee member.

Please if you have any ideas for our

committee(s) feel free to share them.

We welcome anyone to our group.
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2 S Mrs. Dianne Garcia “ Mrs. Manners”

Mrs. Gloria Via,
our new substitute
(Mrs. Gaga)

A Special “THANK YOU" goes out to Josephine O'Rourke for making all these cool photo pages for Preschool News!



Peanut Butter Drive

Miss Tessa came to visit!




The power of Boxes







Music-Arts-Writing-Culinary Arts-Engineering



earce is 5 years old

Joshua is 4 years old



BOYS HOME OF VIRGINIA

BOYS HOME PLAYGROUND PROJECT

414 Boys Home Road, Covington, VA, 24426

Our Mission and Vision

Our Project

At maximum capacity, Boys Home is home to up
to 60 young men—many of whom enjoy spending
their free time outside. Our current playground
set was installed during the 1950s. Playtime is not
only essential for a young man's physical well-
being, it is essential for nurturing creativity and
development. The goal is to provide a safe space
for the students to play while also offering
equipment tailored to a wide range of ages and
physical abilities.

How You Can Help

It's easy to give! Here are two options:
1. Scan the QR code below
2. Visit the following link and select
"Playground Project” :
hitps://tinyurl.com/givetoboyshome
All donations are tax deductible.




First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

April 2023
Tue Wed Thu

Sun Mon Fri Sat
1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
2 Devotions |3 Devotions |4 Devotions |5 Devotions |6 Devotions [/ Devotions [8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, Choirs
9:30a . Maund
Chancel, 4:30p aunady GOOD
Sunday School TUESDAY NITE -
o SUNDAY scroo [Handbell, 5:30p | - Thursday FRIDAY
Processional 10:45 6:45 p Service SERVICE
Worship, 11:00a Open Sanctua McAllister
Palm Sunday P 12 p v @5,30 PM _@FPC
MaM| : 5:30 PM
9 Devotions |10 Devotions |11 Devotions |12 Devotions |13 Devotions [14 Devotions [15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a |w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
No Sunday
School NO TUESDAY NITE .
Worship, 11:00a SUNDAY SCHOOL NO Choir PWs meet
EASTER Rehearsal 1Tpm
VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
SESSION

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

Open Sanctuary
1-2p

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Sunday School
9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p
Newsletter ltems
Due 10a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com




