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When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

(Acts 2:1-4, NRSVue)

Pentecost Sunday is May 28. On that day we celebrate God’s Holy Spirit, one of the members
of the Trinity.

There are references to the Holy Spirit throughout the Bible. We first meet the Holy Spirit in
Genesis 1:2, “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (NRSVue) It was from the very beginning when God
then created light and separated it from darkness that the Holy Spirit was at work in God’s creation.

In Exodus God meets Moses at the burning bush. It is there that God calls Moses to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt to the Promised Land and God tells Moses that the Holy Spirit will be with him as
he goes to Pharaoh. The prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Micah tell of the Holy Spirit coming upon them
as they speak God’s Word to the people.

Psalm 51 is a prayer to God for the help of the Holy Spirit. “Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take
your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.”
(Psalm 51:10-12 (NRSVue).

We meet the Holy Spirit in the New Testament first when Gabriel tells Mary she will conceive her
son and then again at Jesus’ baptism. “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him.” (Matthew 3:16, NRSVue)

During His last meal with the disciples Jesus tells them; “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have
said to you. (John 14:26, NRSVue)

It was on that first Pentecost morning that the Holy Spirit showed up in a spectacular way. A
strong wind. Tongues of fire. And the gift of languages. What an amazing day that must have been.

From that day on, Jesus’ disciples taught about the gift of a Savior, Jesus. As they baptized
new believers there was the recognition that the Holy Spirit came upon them.

Today we understand that it is the Holy Spirit that empowers us to grow in our faith. In the “Brief
Statement of Faith”, written in 1983; Presbyterians affirm; “We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere
the giver and renewer of life.”

The Hebrew word used throughout the Old Testament is ruach which means breath, a breeze,
or a rush of wind. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is the spirit-breathed life within us. Itis God’s way of being
with us in trouble, in joy, and in discernment. The Holy Spirit is God coming to us with strength and
wisdom. The Holy Spirit helps us see the way that God and Jesus have laid out for believers. And the
Holy Spirit gives us courage to speak the truth of the Gospel wherever we go.

We are filled with the Holy Spirit of God, not just on Pentecost but every day.

Pastor Susi
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1 Calvin Wright, Jr.
1 Amanda Swartz Garafolo

16  Christy Rollinson
21  Adrienne Snead
24  Sandra Minter

- The PW met on April 13
/ a in the Noah’s Ark Room
= e with 12 ladies in
\-:A F"’) attendance. We had great
== fellowship time together
\"-'/ and was so glad to see
PRICETTIEAN T some of our members that
hadn’t been able to attend
for a while. Sandra Minter led our
devotion time with a story on the life and
mission of George Muller, a truly amazing
man. During our meeting we discussed
our time with Billy Rice and his goals
from our previous meeting. We are
currently collecting Peanut Butter for
COPE and other items for SafeHome
Systems of Covington. Pastor Susi led the
lesson 7 of “Sabbath and Self-care”.
We will meet at noon in the Noah’s Ark
Room on May 11" for our last meeting for
this season. We plan to end this year with
a covered-dish Salad luncheon, our
meeting and lesson will follow lunch.
Anyone that would like to join the PW,
please plan to attend this coming fall.

If you have any questions, please call the
church or contact Moderator, Pam Pace.

Presbyterian Women

May 11"" at Noon

In the Noah s Ark Room

Salad Luncheon

Ladies- bring a covered-dish salad to share!

Meeting and Bible Study will follow.

Minute For Mission
SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT

STATISTICS
# Of Family
Families Served | Members
February 2023 74 267
March 2023 105 371
Deposits February — March 2023

$444.04 Local UMCs

$635.00 Donations from Individuals

$1,300.00 First Presbyterian Church

$75.00 Mallow Presbyterian Church

$2,454.04 TOTAL

The monthly bills from FSWVA for food totaled
$2,786.27 for February and March. We have very
few USDA products and are seeing shortages of
canned foods and staples from Feeding Southwest
Virginia. Also, frozen meats donated by grocery
stores to FSWVA for which we pay a $.19 per
pound handling fee are nil. 1 am writing this
report following our April 4 distributions, and we



ran completely out of frozen meat. All our
freezers are empty. Next week we will have to
depend on what we pick up from Food Lion this
weekend and 72 pounds of sausage and 72 pounds
of meatballs we will be receiving on Wednesday.
By the way, Wednesday’s bill is $672 because of
having to purchase more expensive products in
lieu of the $.19 per pound items. Also, we have
been serving 30 or more families each week since
March 21.

BLESSINGS

*We are extremely grateful for the support from
the following UMCs: Christ, Granbery, Mt.
Pleasant, and South Covington. Also, from the
two Presbyterian Churches listed above.

*South Covington UMC donated 3 items.

*The Patterson Family donated and delivered 51
items including a lot of cereal and some peanut
butter, as well as 4 dozen eggs.

*Members of Christ UMC delivered 36 food items
(Jiffy and mac & cheese).

Johnson Creek ARP donated 30 items including
stuffing mix and gravy, which were delivered by a
member.

*A member of Edgemont ARP Church delivered
40 cans of soup donated during a “souper” bowl
event.

*A member of Mallow Presbyterian Church 57
cans of soup also from a “souper” bowl event.
*The pastor of Mt. Carmel UMC delivered 137
miscellaneous food items.

*Friends delivered and donated 14 items.

*Our church members picked up and delivered 41
jars of peanut butter donated by the Phi Theta
Kappa Honor Society, Mountain Gate Community
College.

*The clothing racks and boxes of very nice items
continue to be very well shopped. We are
thankful for those who give these items.

1 John 3:17 “But if anyone has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God'’s love abide in him?”

We are always happy to receive any donated
items! I’m suggesting the following three items
not available from Feeding Southwest Virginia:
CORNBREAD MIX, SUGAR AND FLOUR.

At this Easter Season, we pray that you will
celebrate Jesus’ great sacrifice of love by
continuing to share your gifts with others. Your

prayers, your money, and your purchases can and
do make a difference in the lives of so many
people in our community. May God bless each
one of you.

Wishing each of you a wonderful Easter!

Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team
-- Mission & Service Committee
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Works sy

3 M
B

C( Y S\\c\\)/
C L’: \ o 5l
%)/’Z’QE// -

4

SR
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 4™
At 12 noon
Gather together in front of
Covington City Hall

“The effective fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.”
James 5:16b

Come together with others in our
community to praise the Lord and
to repent of our sins. With
grateful hearts we will Thank God
for the blessings in our life and
throughout America. As a church
we will commit to pray and love
our neighbor and our nation as
God loves us. Pray for our world.
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TransformationPOWER
" Just as the caterpillar becomes a butterfly, *
God transforms us from old to new,

Directions: Cross out the backward letters. Write the remaining letters in order in
the spaces below to complete 2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV,

8ANDYTONIE, COHRSISIT, NIENW,
CAREAETINOEN, 1COSME, 90LAD,
GOONES, SNESW, HEERDE

Therefore,if _ IsSin_ _ ___ _ ;
the___ ________ has _ _ _ _
The __ _has___ _,
the is '

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17, NIV
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ACTIVITY PAGE - GOD IS A GOD OF NEW THINGS

Verse to Remember

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! —2 Corinthians 5:17

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Sunday: Genesis 1-5
Monday: Genesis 6-12
Tuesday: Genesis 13-18
Wednesday: Genesis 19-23
Thursday: Genesis 24-28
Friday: Genesis 29-32
Saturday: Genesis 33-36

LEFT OUT

Directions: Insert one letter set from column A in
the space provided in column B to form a six-,
seven- or eight-letter word. Each set in column A
can be used only once.

COLUMN A COLUMN B

ARB 1. FORE___ N
AVO 2. SP____ XES
ELL 3. HO____ENY
ETH 4. GRI________ED
GIB 5. LI BLE
HIN 6. TAN __ LE
ILL 7. GRA___TY
KEA 8. FL___ R

MAC 9. UR________RA
MOG 10.GE_________ OX
NOO 11.DW________ER
TUI 1205 MS

XIS 13.SP____ WAY

GENESIS PAIRS

Directions: The Bible readings this week
are from Genesis 1-36. Sort the names
listed here into pairs. Each name can be
used only once. (Use the white space to
do your work.)

Rebekah
Ark
Cain
Abraham
Adam
Noah
Abel
Ishmael
Sarah
Isaac
Jacob
Eve
Rachel
Leah
Hagar
Esau
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First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com
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M@y 20
Tue Wed

Sun Momn Thu Fri Sat
1 Devotions [2 Devotions |3 Devotions |4 Devotions |5 Devotions |6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Choirs '
Chancel, 4:30p | National
Handbell, 5:30p Day PRESBYTERY
of Prayer
meet @ Noon
in front of
City Hall
7 Devotions |8 Devotions |9 Devotions |10 11 Devotions|12 Devotions |13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a |Devotions w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, w/ Daniel, 8a
9:30a TUESDAY NITE PW
Sunday School SUNDAY SCHOOL :
9:45a 6:45 p Choirs LUNCHEON
Worship, 11:00a Chancel, 4:30p | meeting
VOUCHERS |Handbell, 5:30p @NOON
DUE. 10a  [Open Sanctuary
1-2p

14 Devotions

15 Devotions

16 Devotions

17 Devotions

18 Devotions

19 Devotions

20 Devotions

Worship, 11:00a

Cayle & Nathan
SESSION
Chorale 3p GMUM

Handbell, 5:30p
Open Sanctuary
1-2p

Newsletter Items
Due 10a

w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a |w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, Choirs
9:30a, TUESDAY NITE :
Sunday School SUNDAY SCHOOL Chancel, 4:30p Ascen5|on
9:45a 6:45 Handbell, 5:30
Worship, 11:00a P P Of the
Mother’s Lord
Day
21 Devotions [22 Devotions |23 Devotions [24 Devotions |25 Devotions |26 Devotions [27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a, TUESDAY NITE Choirs VOUCHERS
Sunday School SUNDAY SCHOOL DUE, 10a
9:45a 6:45 p Chancel, 4:30p

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,

9:30a,

Sunday School

9:45a

Worship, 11:00a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Memorial
Day

Pentecost
Sunday

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

TUESDAY NITE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:45p

31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

Office Closed

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com




