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By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23, NRSVue)

On Pentecost God’s Holy Spirit made herself known to the disciples, to Jesus’ followers and to
those gathered in Jerusalem. There was a sound such as the violent wind. When people looked
around it appeared that tongues of fire were resting on the heads of the believers.

And so began the realization that the Spirit of God which had hovered over the waters in
Genesis 1 as God began work to create all that we know is present with us. Acts 2:4 tells us that
all of the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. What does it mean that God’s Holy Spirit
has filled us?

Paul wrote about what the Holy Spirit means to churches that arose out of his missionary work
across the world as he knew it. One of those letters was written to the believers in the church of
Galatia. These believers were struggling with understanding what they had learned about Jesus
from Paul.

In the 5th chapter Paul speaks about living the life that is possible when one believes in Jesus.
Jesus had described the Holy Spirit as an Advocate or Helper in John’s gospel. The question
then is about how the Holy Spirit is that helper.

When the Holy Spirit fills us, we grow in our faith and in our trust in God and Jesus. As we
grow, we produce fruit. Notice that in verse 22 the word fruit is singular. It is common to see
this verse depicted in art with each of qualities of a Christian life associated with a different
fruit. Love is an apple, kindness is a bunch of grapes, self-control is a lemon and so on. While
this is a lovely picture, it gives the impression that if you don’t like one of the qualities you can
cut it out, just as you cut out the fruit you don’t care to eat.

Paul is careful to say that all nine of these qualities are given together by the Holy Spirit. You
do not, you cannot leave one out. You cannot have kindness without joy. You cannot have
peace without generosity. You cannot have gentleness without self-control.

Jesus has called us to care for one another, not an easy task. Jesus also promised that we have
help to do this caring, we have the Holy Spirit. As we move past Pentecost and the realization
that as Christians we are filled with the Holy Spirit and the fruit of that Holy Spirit; may we
embody the fruit. May we be one in Christ as we love, care with generosity and joy, may we be
gentle, faithful, and kind.

| encourage you to be in prayer, seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance in using your fruit. Think of
all nine qualities of the Holy Spirit as lemons. Then follow the adage, “When life (the Holy
Spirit) gives you lemons, make lemonade.” Then give a fresh cup of lemonade to everyone you
meet.

Pastor Susi



BJUNE

RTHDAYS

3 Emmett Keller
13  Blake Oliver
13 Marsha Patterson
17  John Rollinson
18 Rob Lindstrom
21 Charlie Deacon
21  Bill Caperton
22 Jamie Lloyd
22 Kaylie Carter
23 Daniel Pillow
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o \ From Psalm 100.

= ® . ) “Make a joyful noise
\‘Aﬁ) unto the Lord, all he
o — lands. Serve the
\-/ Lord with gladness
PRESEYTERIAN - Come before his
WOMEN presence with
singing.”
The First Presbyterian Women’s group is
an embodiment of this Psalm. Just being in
the same room hearing all the joy and love
that is shared with one another makes the
group a wonderful experience. Phone calls
of encouragement and concern are a part of
the times together. Meeting each other in
church with big smiles and teasing let you
know it is a loving environment. Our
church is blessed.

Our 2022-23 year was so very productive
and needed. A special thank you to all of
you who helped with our community
projects of supplying peanut butter (and
some grape jelly @) for the food pantry.
This act of love helps to feed the members
of the community who welcome help with
feeding their families.

PEANUT BUTTER
FOR C.O.P.E.

The SafeHomes
supplies were i
delivered and greatly appreciated.

Again, we came to the need of our
community in a quiet way that was needed.
Thank you for all your support in making
other’s lives feel that the members of the
community
have not
forgotten them.

Our Bible
study on the
Sabbath helped
us in our
resolutions to
® duty as well as
8l obeying the

i commandment
“Keep the
Sabbath holy”.



We thank Pastor Susi as well as Reverend
Terri for teaching us during our class time.

Our group presented Susi with a pot of
beautiful pink and white Gerber Daisies
for all her good instructions and guidance
in class discussions.  She will be our
teacher again next season and we are

grateful.

After many years, Ruby Sharp has asked
for a new card chairman for the group. We
are thankful that Jeanie Morrissette has
agreed to take on this assignment. Thank
you, Ruby, for reaching out to all of us
over the years with messages of birthdays
and other events in our lives.

Your good work strengthens the group’s
presence at times when we were not
together physically.

Wishing everyone a restful summer with
anticipations for returning together in the
fall. Our next meeting will be September
144,

Pam Pace
PW Moderator

Anyone that would like to join the PW,
please plan to attend this coming fall. We
will be looking at the Bible study literature
for the upcoming fall 2023-2024 season
soon and letting you know what it’s all
about.

If you have any questions about the
Presbyterian Women, please call the
church office or contact Pam Pace.

Stay Close
Cod.

Summety

Upcoming Bible Study:

Pastor Susi has ordered a study titled
"Words of Love, A Healing Journey
with the Ten Commandments”. We
will get a copy to all who have recently
participated, as soon as books arrive.
Zoom Classes start on Sunday, June
25 (9:30 A. M.) and Tuesday, June 27
(6:45 P. M.) If you would like to be
added to the email list for the Zoom
link, please email request to:
pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

ALERT! Due to unexpected
circumstances on June 18th, there
will be no morning worship
service at First Presbyterian
Church. Please take this
opportunity to visit other local
churches and bring back ideas to
consider that can help our
community and the growth of our
church family. Thank you!




Father

Holy
Spirit

Trinity Sunday, June 4"
Holy Communion

Minute For Mission
Pentecost

May 28" was the Day of Pentecost and the first
Sunday in June is Trinity Sunday, we are now
going into the season after Pentecost.

“In our living, in our giving, we are there.”

The Presbyterian Church create opportunities for
young people to grow, thrive and take part in
building up the body of Christ through our gifts to
the Pentecost Offering. Thank you for your gifts!

COPE (food bank at McAllister Memorial)
will offer evening distribution to our
community on the 1%t and 3" Thursday of
the month beginning June 15 through July
27 from5to 6 P. M.

JUNE 1™

SAVE THESE DATES:

Pastor Susi will be doing devotions
on our local radio stations around
noon the week of May 29-June 2
Tune In!

SUNDAY, JUNE 25™ AFTER
WORSHIP THERE WILL BE A
CALLED CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

TUESDAY, JULY 11™
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH PICNIC

MONDAY, JULY 24™ 7 P, M.

GARTH NEWEL EMERGING

ARTIST PERFORMANCE AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WATCH FOR MORE NEWS
ABOUT THESE EVENTS!




PRESCHOOL NEWS:

.~

Our Graduates

Class of 2022-2023



Organizing

Practicing for celebration day 5-22-23



Francesca & Sophia

Let the \ittle children
come to me and do
not hinder them, for
fo such belongs the
kinﬂdom of heaven.

(O MATTHER 1914 O —



Chapel room ready for
Celebration Day!

Enjoying video collage by Mrs. Margaret!

Mrs. Margaret and Mrs. Jo thank you
for 2022-2023, and we will enjoy our
gift certificates!

We wish the committee and all of
First Presbyterian Church
A Happy Summer!!!!! &=



First Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship Will Be Held In-Person and on Our YouTube Channel
Devotions with Daniel Continue to Be Streamed on Our YouTube Channel
Sunday School via Zoom - Contact Pastor Susi for an Invitation @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

JUME 202

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

4

Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Worship, 11:00a

TRINITY Sunday
Communion

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

7/ Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Choirs
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

O Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Worship, 11:00a

Pulpit Supply,
Rev. Jamie Lloyd

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Open Sanctuary
1-2p

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

No Worship
Service
today.

IFATHER'S DAY|

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a,
Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

Due 10a

Bible Study
6:45p

Newsletter Info.

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Open Sanctuary
1-2p

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426
YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

@aol.com

~ (540) 962-2195 FirstPresCovingtonVA.org
Email: FPCCovingtonVA




