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Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. (Romans 8:1-2, NRSVue) 

 

 With this edition of the newsletter, we enter July.  This means that one half of 2023 is in the rearview 

mirror as we look forward to the celebration of July 4th, Independence Day for the United States.  We 

celebrate the day on which in 1776 the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence 

in which this new nation declared its freedom from Britain. 

 As Christians we celebrate independence as well.  Paul put it into words for many of the communities he 

visited and established churches that believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  This freedom is 

different than that celebrated by nations and governments. 

 John’s Gospel records Jesus’ words about it in John 8; “Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in 

him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves 

to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 

tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the 

household; the son has a place there forever.  So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

(John 8:31-36, NRSVue) 

 God wishes that we be freed from the bonds of sin which can rule over our lives.  Because we are 

humans with free will, there are times when we make poor choices.  What are some of these choices? 

 We choose to commit acts that separate us from God such as failing to love God, Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit.  We fail to love other people and hurt them with words and deeds.  We over indulge in things that 

do not bring glory to God such as lying, cheating others, stealing from others, committing murder, and 

such. 

 We turn our back on God who has given us life; the God who gives us grace and mercy; the God who 

gives us love.  We think that we can do anything that needs to be done by ourselves without the help of 

God.  We do not seek guidance and wisdom from God and the Holy Spirit.   

   Paul writes; “For freedom Christ has set us free.” (Galatians 5:1, NRSVue)   

 Because God knows how we can become entangled in sin, there was a salvation plan.  It is found in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  Christ lived, died, and rose from death because we are worth salvation.  We are 

worth God’s love.  Christ frees us from whatever sin has held us in captivity and prevented us from 

having a relationship with God. 

 Today in this country that values and celebrates freedoms, we see all too often that there are those who 

are held captive by sin.  Hate speech abounds as factions espouse that their views should be held against 

others.  All of this has fostered violence as some think that physical harm is an acceptable response.  We 

cannot listen to the news without hearing about an assault, a knifing, a shooting, or the like. 

 Earlier I quoted Jesus’ words about the truth setting us free.  The truth which we believe is this; Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God and Savior of those who believe.  When we believe in Jesus, we live into Jesus’ 

words found in Matthew 22; “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

(Matthew 22:37-38, NRSVue) 

 As we celebrate freedom this July 4th remember that you have been freed through Jesus Christ to love 

God, to love Christ, to love the Holy Spirit, and to love one another. 

Pastor Susi   
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 Next meeting  

September 14th.  

 

 

PW Moderator – Pam Pace 

PW Co-Moderator & Card Chairman –   

Jeanie Morrissette 

Treasurer – Barbara Fawley  

Bible Study Moderator – Pastor Susi 

 

If you would like to join the PW, plan to 

attend on September 14th.  The Bible study 

literature for the upcoming fall 2023-2024 

season is titled “Sacred Encounters-The 

Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in 

Luke – Acts” by Olive Mahabir. We will 

be ordering the books soon… so please let 

us know if you plan to attend.   

If you have any questions about the 

Presbyterian Women gatherings, please 

call the church office or contact our 

Moderator, Pam Pace. 
 

 

 

Bible Study: 
 

The Bible study titled "Words of Love, A 
Healing Journey with the Ten 
Commandments" has started on Zoom.  
Classes are at 9:30 A. M. on Sunday and 
6:45 P. M. on Tuesday.  There will be no 
class on July 4th.  If you would like to be 
added to the email list for the Zoom link, 
please send request to: 
pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com 
 

Becca Young 
 Growing Seminary Students  

Through Her Teaching 
 
Many of you recall Becca Young, our minister 
at the beginning of the pandemic, following 
Jim Slate and preceding Pastor Susi. Becca 
went on to teach students virtually in 
Indonesia. When that duty was complete, she 
retired from mission work and moved to 
Morocco where she assists women to get fair 
prices for their carpet weaving. For those of 
you involved in Sunday School in the 
Heritage room with Becca teaching, you can 
vouch for what an excellent teacher she is. 
When the professor at the Reformed 
Theological Seminary of Wamena, Indonesia 
fell ill, Becca felt called to help. She reached 
out to us for an offer to support her mission 
work and requested funds for increased 
internet capacity, allowing her to virtually 
teach these students from her Moroccan 
home. With our gift of $500 and some of their 
own contributions for a router, Becca has 
now been teaching via Zoom, which she does 
in Indonesian.  Here are some of her stories 
via emails: 
 
• May 19: You will be glad to know, we 
had our first class this past Wednesday. 
There are 16 students, all first-year seminary 
students, and the class is “Introduction to 
Christian Theology”. I am using the Apostles’ 
Creed as the “text” for the class, since it is 
something that each one of them has 
memorized since they were children. That 
way we cover each topic in order: God the 
Creator, Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 



• June 1: I taught an intensive course on 
systematic theology for the past two weeks 
and it went very well. 
 
• June 9: At the end of the first class, 
one of the women in the class, who seems to 
really be on the ball and getting what I’m 
saying, came up to the laptop and said to me, 
“What I have learned from you is that God 
created this world for us as a beautiful place 
to live, because God loves every one of us so 
much, including me. We are so privileged to 
know that about God and so we should share 
that knowledge with other people.” 
 
The really powerful thing was that she 
actually started crying as she said that God 
loves her and thinks she is special. In front of 
all the other students! I cried myself out of joy 
because I realized she had understood what I 
was trying to get across. 
 
God is good! 
 
• June 16: students are on a break 
between semesters right now but we will 
begin again in August. By then, they hope to 
have been able to purchase the new, larger 
router for the internet so that the sessions will 
go even more smoothly. 
 
Greetings to everyone at FPC! 
 
We are very glad that Becca can use her 
incredible teaching skills to instruct these 
seminary students, especially when the 
students are without their primary teacher 
due to illness. 
 

Letter from Nadia Ayoub 
 

“Siblings, …we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him.”  
                              ~1 Thessalonians 4:13a, 14 
 

My dear friends, families and the church’s 

families, I greet you all with the peace of our risen 
savior the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank the Lord 

because he is the only living and faithful God and 

keeps his promises to those who believe in Jesus 
who died and rose again. And I thank you all my 

dear mission partners for keeping your faith 

strong and witnessing to God’s love and grace of 

the Lord Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. I 

pray and trust that you have had a joyful time 

celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ the 

Lord. 

During the month of February, we had some 

difficult times and we truly experienced sadness 

for the death of many, and we asked “why” but in 
the middle of it all God was with us, and we have 

seen the grace of the resurrected Christ 

comforting and filling our hearts with God’s 

peace. 

Turkey has been in conflict with Greece for some 

time and was threatening war. On February 6, 

Turkey experienced a devastating earthquake 
that registered 7.8 on the Richter scale. In 

response, the Greek rescue team was among the 

first ones to reach Turkey and helped save people 
trapped under the rubble. In addition, the 

Evangelical Church of Greece held prayer vigils 

nationwide to cry for the mercy of the Lord while 

connecting online with Greek churches in Turkey 
to join in prayer and support. 

During the month of February, our Ukrainian 

guests went through a time of grief as they 
memorialized the one-year anniversary of the 

invasion and occupation of their beloved Ukraine 

by Russia. There were moments in each occasion 
first for tears and then for laughter when they 

remembered the journey and the way women 

and children were evacuated from their homes 

and took very strange, long and dangerous roads 
to safety. But they also remembered God’s 

miracles and protection that enabled them to 

reach the border of Greece as well as the joyful 

reception they received from the immigration 

organizations. Some of them had traveled for 

more than a month. When they arrived, they felt 
peace and “at home,” but they had hoped to stay 

for two to four months and then go back to 

Ukraine. That has proven impossible and now it 

has been a whole year and they still are not able 

to return to Ukraine. 

They praise the Lord for all the help they get from 

organizations like Perichoresis that have 



provided them with housing, food supplies, 

medical assistance, schooling, language training, 

and social and psychological help. Grandmother 

Irene has two granddaughters. She thanks God 

for the joy of taking care of the children and 

trying to learn the Greek language to help the 
children with their homework. When we 

celebrated her birthday, she said, through her 

tears and laughter, “Now I have new friends who 
are like family.” Yes, Christ is risen and alive and 

He is the hope and strength in difficulties. The 

Ukrainian greeting for Easter is, “Christ is risen, 

indeed He is risen” and they add, “Ukraine will 

rise.”   

On February 28, a terrible train accident 

happened in Greece. Three hundred and fifty 
people died and most of them were young people 

coming back from a big carnival and going back 

to their jobs and schools. Many families grieved 
the loss of their children, and many young people 

lost their friends. We heard many beautiful stories 

about what happened during the accident. 

People were helping each other to escape from 
the burning train car. One young person helped 

the mother with her baby by allowing her to step 

on him to climb out the window. Another person, 

who was already outside of the train, reached up 

to grab the child and covered the child with her 

coat until the mother was able to climb down, 
then she walked away and left her coat on the 

child. In gratitude, the mother went online and 

tried to locate the person to return the coat. In the 

middle of sadness, the Lord comforted and 

encouraged us because He is the risen Lord. 

My friend told me that since the accident the train 

line has not been working and it is causing 

difficulties for people who used to take the train 

to work. Previously, it was fast and convenient, 

but now they have to use the bus, which takes 

longer and is more expensive. 

Praise the Lord that on April 2 the Greek 

Evangelical Church of Katerini had a joyful 

celebration of the ordination and installation of 
our new pastor, Nikolaou Stamoli (Νικολαοθ 

Σταμουλη). 

Please join in prayer regarding the Syria-Turkey 

earthquake and for peace, the war in Ukraine, 

and also for Greece and the train accident. 

We do not need to ask “Why?” We must have Good 

Friday, which is known by other names in other 

traditions such as” Long Friday” or “Sad Friday.” 
Easter Sunday or Resurrection Sunday follows, 

and we celebrate it with joy and assured hope in 

the promise of God, we live into the glory of the 

resurrection and the redeeming love. 

Thank you so much for your encouragement, 

intercessory and thanksgiving prayers, and 

financial support. I pray the Lord will continue to 

guide you in sharing the resurrection story. 

I will continue to sing the hymn, “The Old Rugged 

Cross,” written by George Bennard: “So, I’ll 
cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies, at 

last, I lay down. I will cling to the old rugged cross 

and exchange it someday for a crown.” 

Serving the risen Lord together with all of you, 

Nadia Ayoub 

-- Mission & Service Committee 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Fawley would like to Thank 

her Church Family for their prayers 

and support during the recent loss of 

her grandson, Sam.  Your many acts of 

kindness were truly appreciated. 



 
 

How Prepared Are You? 
By Pastor Susi Ennis 

 
 Recently I had been scheduled for 
some medical tests at Carillion in 
Roanoke.  When I called to complete the 
pre-registration one of the questions, I was 
asked is this: “Do you have an Advanced 
Directive?”  Now the question is aimed at 
having made my medical desires known.  It 
got me to thinking. 
 We meet with lawyers and estate 
planners to make sure that our wishes 
about what should happen with our assets 
and “stuff” when we no longer need it. We 
might have drawn up a Power of Attorney 
for when we can’t advocate for ourselves.  
We should think about what the medical 
community calls end of life details.  We talk 
to our families about what we want, or at 
least we write it down somewhere. 
 But have you thought about the 
Presbyterian Book of Worship calls A 
Service of Witness of the Resurrection; or 
the funeral.  Have you communicated to 
your family what Bible passages are your 
favorites or would be comforting to family 
members?  Have you considered what 
music would be helpful to those gathered 
to remember you? 
 You see, we are better at doing the 
legal stuff than we are at thinking about the 
spiritual stuff.  It is important to think about 
both things.  Yes, I know we don’t want to 
think about these things.  We don’t want to 
hear about these matters from family 
members.  Reality is that we will all leave 
the physical realm and so, hard as it may 
be, the conversations must be had. 
 If you haven’t had these 
conversations with your family members, 
please do so.  If you are the one who 
needs to communicate the plan, do so.  If 
you have someone who needs to tell you 
their wishes, ask.  
 

 

Would you like to help  
Boy’s Home in practical ways? 
Here's a Wish List to guide you. 

ITEMS NEEDED IN JUNE: 
Youth and adult bike helmets 
Sunscreen 
 Insect repellent 
#2 and mechanical pencils 
Index cards 
Tissues 
Backpacks 
Ethnic hair products 
Moisturizing shampoo, co-wash, hair oil, 
wave caps and boar bristle hairbrushes 

 
MUSIC ON THE CORNER 

MONDAY, JULY 24TH 7 P. M. 
GARTH NEWEL EMERGING  
 ARTIST PERFORMANCE AT 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
 

First Presbyterian  
CHURCH PICNIC  

will be held at Noon 
Tuesday, July 11TH 
at Fiddletop Farm 

Bring a friend & maybe a chair. 
 

 

On Route 687 pass 
Petticoat Junction and take 

1st right at the end of the bridge 
and keep to the right. 

 

 
 



First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday Morning Worship is held in-person and live-streamed on our YouTube channel. 
Daily devotions with Daniel Pillow are streamed on our YouTube channel.  

Bible Study via Zoom – Contact Pastor Susi for a Zoom link @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com  
 

 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

1   Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

2     Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

Social Time,    
9:30a,  

Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

3      Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

4   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Independence 
Day 

 
 

   
  No Bible Study  

5      Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
Choirs 

Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

6   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

7     Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

8     Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

9       Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

Social Time, 
9:30a, 

Bible Study 9:45a 
Worship, 11:00a 

10   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

11   Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
VOUCHERS 

DUE, 10a 

CHURCH 
PICNIC 
Bible Study 

 6:45p 

12   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
Open Sanctuary 

1-2 p 

13    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
Music & Worship 

Meet 12:30p 

14    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

15   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

16   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

17   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
18 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Preschool 
Meeting 1 p 

 

Bible Study 
 6:45p 

19   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

20 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

21   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

 

22   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
      

 

23   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

30  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

24  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

 
31  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

25  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10a 

 
Bible Study 

 6:45p 

26  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

 
Open Sanctuary 

1-2 p 
 

Newsletter Info. 
Due 10a 

 

27  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

28  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

29  Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
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