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“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Serve the Lord with gladness; come into 

his presence with singing.” (Psalm 100:1-2, NRSVue) 

 

 

 One of the topics that has been challenging the session since my arrival in 

November 2020 is this: “What is God calling First Presbyterian Church to do and be and 

how do we accomplish this?” 

 In the early months different folks provided their ideas of what this might mean.  

We had suggestions of how we can be a place in the community for gatherings.  We had 

suggestions of how to provide for the community through hospitality outreach. 

 Over the ensuing 34 months there have been numerous conversations around how 

to be God’s people on the corner of Maple Ave. and Locust St.  We have revived Music 

on the Corner under the able coordination of Sandra Minter.  Covington appreciates these 

concerts and finds joy in attending them.  Sandra has some ideas for forthcoming events. 

 We have been able to provide space in the community for others to use our 

wonderful building.  Just this past summer we hosted a 4-day Summer Enrichment Camp 

for elementary school students.  And we have allowed the Covington Police Department 

use the building in the evening to practice how to enter a building and safely clear it. 

 In order to move forward the session has approved a committee to design a kitchen 

on the first level that is convenient to the chapel area and has working and usable 

appliances.  This will help us be a hospitable place for events serving food. 

 The thing is this.  The work cannot be completed by just a few.  We need you, 

folks who worship with us, to think about the ways you are serving.  I used the first 

verses of Psalm 100, “Serve the Lord with gladness;” as the introduction to this article. 

 I know that many of you are serving on committees, singing in the choir, playing 

handbells, and helping with worship in other ways, in Presbyterian Women, and some I 

have not even thought of.  You are serving God, with gladness, and for that I am truly 

grateful. 

 If you have the chance to do something, what does that look like?  Pray about it 

because we are the people of God.  One thing you can do is this INVITE, INVITE, 

INVITE.  Invite your friends who do not have a church connection to join us on Sunday 

for worship. 

 May our service to God shine. 

 

Pastor Susi   

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7 Brenda Linkenhoker 
  8 David Rollinson 
14 Jim Snyder 
15 Jacob Wright 
17 Steve Minter 
21 Jim Howard 
24 Jonathan Pillow 
26 Nicholas Pillow 
 

 

Happy 99th Birthday 
Mildred McCabe! 

Mildred celebrated an amazing 
milestone on Monday, August 28th… 99 
trips around the sun!  Her family had a 
wonderful luncheon in the Chapel in 
her honor on Sunday, August 27th after 
Worship.  There was a great turnout of 
family, church family and out of town 
guests from all around.   After a 
delicious lunch, a candle was lit on 
Mildred’s personal cake and she made a 
wish and blew it out!   We all sang 
“Happy Birthday” accompanied by 
Sandra Minter on the piano and 
enjoyed cupcakes.  It was a wonderful 
occasion enjoyed by all who came!  
 
 

 

 The new 2023-2024 PW 

Bible study will begin on 

September 14th in the 

Noah’s Ark room!  We will 
be making ice cream 
sundaes at 12:30 P. M.  

and our meeting 
and Bible study 
will follow at 1:00 
P. M.  Looking 
forward to a great 
start to a new 
season!   

This Bible Study is 
“Sacred 
Encounters-  
The Power and 
Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke – Acts” by 
Olive Mahabir.    
The new books are available for pick up on 

the table outside the church office!  

 

Pam Pace 

PW Moderator 

 
 

Birthdays



Please join us for worship at  

First Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday, September 10, 2023  

11:00 am 

 

We will worship in the Chapel 

 

Students are invited to bring their 

backpacks for a special moment in 

the service where they may bring 

them forward for a special time of 

prayer over the new school year. 
 

Coffee and 

Starting on 

September 

12, 2023 you 

are invited 

to join 

Pastor Susi 

at Kanawha 

Café on 

Tuesday mornings between 8:30 

am and 10:30 am.  Grab a cup of 

coffee and maybe a snack and find 

me at one of the tables for just 

some chatting. 

Adult Bible Study News 
 
The Sunday morning and Tuesday evening 
Bible study is finishing up our study on the 10 
Commandments and are ready to embark 
upon another Bible book.  Beginning Sunday 
Sept. 10 and Tuesday Sept. 12 we will enter 
into the Gospel of Luke. 
 
The study of Luke will continue until 
Thanksgiving at which time we will break for 
the Advent Study Holy Disruption. 
Discovering Advent in the Gospel of Mark by 
Tracy S. Daub.   
 
We will pick up Luke again in January. 
 
The Sunday morning class meets at 9:30 am 
in the Heritage Room and by zoom for a time 
of fellowship and catching up.  Class 
discussion begins at 9:45 am.  The Tuesday 
evening class meets by zoom gathering at 
6:45 pm with class beginning at 7:00 pm. 
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering – October 1st  

Equipping Peacemakers in Congregations and 

Around the World. 

 

The Peace & Global Witness Denominational 

Collection will occur on October 1st. A gift to the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 

church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of conflict and injustice across 

the world. Individual congregations are 

encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to 

connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. 

Mid councils retain an additional 25% for 

ministries of peace and reconciliation. The 

remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency to advocate for peace and justice in 

cultures of violence, including our own, through 

collaborative projects of education and Christian 

witness. At First Presbyterian Church, we give our 

local portion to the support of Safehome Systems. 

A special envelop should be found in your donation 

box for this denomination collection. 

 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages 

the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and 

division, and embrace our God's mission of 

reconciliation to those around the corner and 



around the world and empowers congregations and 

individuals to become peacemakers themselves. 

 

Many thanks for your generous and thoughtful 

gifts. 

 

-- Mission & Service Committee 

 
SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT 

  
Families 
Served # Of Family Members 

June 2023 128 475 

July 2023 116 425 

Deposits            June – July 24, 2023 

  $1,035.53    Local UMCs 

  $1,260.00    Donations from Individuals 

       $50.00 
   In Honor of the Men of South Covington 
UMC 

       $50.00    Memorial – Kaiden Brewster 

  $1,000.00 
   Falling Springs Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church 

     $100.00    First Presbyterian Church 

  $3,495.53    TOTAL 

 
  The monthly bills from FSWVA for food totaled 
$4,596.88 for June and July, which is even higher 
than the previous 2-month period.  Note that 
we did not get a delivery the last Wednesday in 
June because FSWVA was taking inventory.  I 
attended our annual required USDA training in 
early June.   We were told that the USDA is 
cutting back to pre-COVID levels of food 
supplies, which are hard to remember and 
adjust to.  And this is at a time when the need 
has increased because COVID benefits have 
stopped.  While the availability of $.19 per 
pound canned and dry items from Feeding 
Southwest Virginia has improved, the 
unavailability of frozen meat continues to be a 
concern. 
BLESSINGS  
• South Covington UMC donated 54 food 
items.   
• Friends delivered and donated 121 
miscellaneous food items. 
• Members of Granbery Memorial UMC 
delivered 276 items, including some paper 
products.  Kudos for this church family’s 
tremendous support!  Their lay member to 
Annual Conference encouraged them, and they 
responded, even lending extra manpower when 
we desperately needed it.  PRAISE GOD! 

• A member of Johnson Creek ARP Church 
delivered 36 food items. 
• A member of the Masonic Lodge 
delivered 24 food items donated by the 
members. 
• We have been especially blessed these 
two months by donations from churches and 
from friends.  Please know that we strive to get 
the best buys for our dollars so that the 
purchased foods can go as far as possible.  WE 
ARE SINCERELY GRATEFUL FOR THIS SUPPORT! 
• The clothing racks and boxes of very nice 
items continue to be very well shopped.  In fact, 
we have so much clothing on hand that we must 
STOP THOSE DONATIONS for a period.  
Household items and children’s clothing and 
toys are still needed. 
• In addition to picking up on Saturdays 
and Sundays from Food Lion, FSWVA has added 
Dollar General as a donor for our pantry.  While 
we have yet to receive any “weekly” donations, 
I did receive a call on Saturday, June 15, to pick 
up frozen items.  Turns out that their freezer 
units had failed, and members picked up about 
1,225 pounds of frozen foods and brought them 
to our pantry.  As we saw that we had more 
than we could handle in our freezers, a member 
of the COPE Team came and took the excess to 
their pantry.  We were so happy nothing was 
wasted, and everything was much appreciated 
by those who received it.     
 
Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.” 
 
We are always happy to receive any donated 
items!  I’m suggesting the following two items 
not currently available from Feeding Southwest 
Virginia:  SUGAR AND FLOUR.  Also, we 
appreciate donations of PEANUT BUTTER as it is 
not available for $.19 a pound and is currently 
very expensive to buy in bulk. 
 
Please keep on praying for the Care Pantry and 
its volunteers, as well as those who come to 
receive food.  We are very thankful for each one 
of you…God bless. 
 
Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team     



 Dear friends and families, 
I greet you all in the name of our God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ our savior. With a 
heart full of thanksgiving, I praise the Lord for 
he is the living God and created us in his image 
and Jesus Christ has called us friends through 
the laying of his life for us, his friends. He has 
instructed us to follow his command to love each 
other and become friends. I thank you all, my 
friends, for your faithful friendship for many 
years, your encouragement, prayers and 
financial support that have given me the chance 
to become friends with many different people 
who need a friend. 

The Ukrainian grandmother Irena asked 
in a dispirited tone if there was any way that her 
two granddaughters attend camp for some 
days? 

Grandmother Irena and her two 
granddaughters are happy to know that they 
will attend the Greek Evangelical Church 
Summer Bible camp and learn about Jesus, the 
friend of all. 

A few days ago, I was on my way back 
home from the Education Center at about 2 p.m. 
It was nearly 104 degrees Fahrenheit, and I was 
trying to stay on the shady side of the street. I 
was happy to see Irena in the distance, but she 
crossed to the other side of the street. I called 
her but she did not hear me, so I hurried to catch 
up with her before entering the supermarket. 
Once inside we greeted each other with a hearty 
hug, and she started telling me that she had 
been in court all morning to produce custody 
documents so she could obtain a traveling 
passport for her grandchildren. She is going back 
to Ukraine with her granddaughters. It has been 
almost a year and a half since these children left 
their parent’s home in Mariupol-UA, which is 
now occupied by Russians. I was happy to hear 
that the children would see their parents again. 
But Irena explained; the passport would be a 
Ukrainian passport, which would require that 
they must travel through Ukraine to get to 
Mariupol. And they will not be allowed to enter 
the occupied Mariupol area. The parents live in 
this occupied zone so that they can take care of 
their grandparents who are very elderly and 
have a farm with livestock and crops. The 

children’s parents did not change their 
Ukrainian passports to Russian passports so they 
will not be able to travel out of the occupied 
territory. This means that the children will not 
be able to see their parents. But Irena, the 
grandmother, was very homesick and tired from 
taking care of her grandchildren alone for a year 
and a half. She said, “I have family in Ukraine 
that I can stay with, and they can help me.” 

It is true that Ukrainians have received a 
great deal of help from different organizations 
like Perichoresis and Greek authorities in the 
past but now this help has subsided. What is the 
most difficult for Irena and her grandchildren is 
that the housing privilege has ended. Because of 
her young grandchildren, she cannot go to work 
to be able to pay for housing (rent + utilities) 
and living expenses. 

For almost a year and a half, her 
grandchildren have attended the Greek school 
and they are doing very well according to their 
teachers. 

I asked Irena, “Where is a better life for 
the children?” And she said it was in Katerini-
Greece.  A while ago she asked me whether or 
not her grandchildren could attend camp. I told 
her that we would pray for guidance, and I 
would contact the Evangelical Bible camp 
director and ask if there was any chance that 
her grandchildren might attend. On a Thursday 
afternoon, I asked the director whether or not it 
would be possible for the children to attend. The 
director told me that there was space but that 
the registration deadline had passed. She did 
agree to make an exception if Irena could 
complete the requirement documents by the 
next afternoon, so that she could complete the 
registration electronically.   

Thank God, the next day, on Friday at 11 
a.m., Irena provided medical certificates for the 
children and we were able to complete two 
other documents. I photographed them and sent 
them by Messenger to the director. By 2 p.m., 
the children were registered to attend the camp 
for 10 days. My prayer for the children is that 
their lives will be happy now and for eternity. 

Irena was so happy. She felt that she was 
not alone and had real friends because many 
people were trying to help her. And she said she 
would try to find work while the children were 



at camp, so she could save some money for 
later.  My prayer for her is that she would have 
some free days from caring for the children, that 
she would have some time to think about the 
benefits of her trip to Ukraine and be able to 
make a wise decision. 

Jesus said, “You are my friends because I 
have told you all what I heard from my father.” 

For many years, since I accepted Jesus 
Christ as my personal Lord and Savior, I have 
enjoyed his friendship through you, my friends, 
and my ministry partners. Thank you.   

Jesus is the friend who will care about 
our cases, advocate for us, share our tears and 
joy, and pray for us. My heart prayer is that all 
my friends will accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their personal savior and friend. 

Serving Christ, the Lord with you all 
among the refugees, 

Nadia Ayoub 

 
         Angelo Maker, Founder of Abukloi Foundation 
 

Angelo Maker and other members of the 
Abukloi Foundation gave a presentation on the 
Abukloi Secondary School in South Sudan at 
First Presbyterian Church in Covington at 11 am 
on Saturday, August 19th.  This free, 
informational meeting was open to the public. 
Mr. Maker is one of the original “Lost Boys of 
Sudan,” and was featured twice on the CBS 
news magazine 60 Minutes.  Orphaned and 
displaced during the Second Sudanese Civil War, 
he was given sanctuary in the United States in 
2001 and has subsequently gone on to earn a 
Master’s degree and has dedicated his life to 
building a free and prosperous South Sudan.  To 
that end, he has been instrumental in 
establishing the Abukloi Foundation, which 
opened the Abukloi Secondary School in 
Rumbek, South Sudan in 2014.  Abukloi is a 

Dinka word meaning “We Can.”  The school now 
has more than 550 students, almost 30% of 
whom are girls, and 22 teachers, mostly from 
South Sudan. 
In addition to the informative presentation, 
guests were offered the opportunity to taste 
authentic South Sudanese food compliments of 
members of the South Sudanese community in 
Roanoke. 
This was the third in a series of neighborhood 
meetings coordinated by the Presbytery of the 
Peaks, a regional council of the PC(USA).   
 

Boys Home 2023 Wish List 
Items of the Month: New backpacks 
Liquid hand soap  

School Supply List 

Boxes of tissues  

Disinfecting wipes 

Hand sanitizer 

Mechanical pencils and #2 pencils 

Index cards 

Paperclips 

Backpacks  

Personal Care Items 

Bedspreads (twin, superhero themes also 

appreciated) 

NEW pillows 

Bodywash 

Body lotion 

Deodorant 

Nail & toenail clippers 

Shampoo  

Conditioner  

Ethnic hair products (moisturizing shampoo,  

co-wash, hair oil, wave caps and boar bristle 

hairbrushes) 

Other Needed Items 

Alarm clocks 

Ear plugs 

Hand tools 

Lumber (all sizes) 

Nails (*spikes) 

Power tools 

Safety glasses 

Screws 

Minivans, small trucks, golf carts, riding lawn 

mowers (all working and in good condition) 

Tractor (preferably New Holland, 45-50HP, Cat 2, 

4×4, Hydrostatic, Hydraulic hookups on back, 

front loader & hay spear 



                     

 MORE BOYS HOME OF VIRGINIA NEWS:



                                                        

Other ways you can help Boys Home of Virginia: 
 

 

Walmart.com allows customers to choose a charitable nonprofit to round up their purchase 
total to the nearest dollar at checkout and donate the change to their desired organization. To 
select Boys Home as your charitable organization of choice: 
 
• STEP 1: Visit walmart.com/sparkgood and sign in to your Walmart.com account . You can also 
go to "Giving and Impact" within the account section of your Walmart app. 

• STEP 2: Search for Boys Home Incorporated.  
• STEP 3: Once you choose a charity, go to the Round Up box and click "Select this Charity"  
• STEP 4: Start rounding up to our organization every time you shop.   
 
If you would like your future orders to round up and donate by default, opt in by sliding the 

button to the right. Click “Done! Start making an impact.” 
  

Autumn begins 
September 23rd 

 
 

https://boyshomeofva.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4530a955f2b3fcf46199fac6&id=f9bb0a6299&e=7311d96f37


  



First Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Morning Worship is held in-person and live-streamed on our YouTube channel. 

Daily devotions with Daniel Pillow are streamed on our YouTube channel.  
Bible Study in-person & via Zoom – Contact Pastor Susi for a Zoom link @pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
    

 
 

   1   Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

2   Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

 3    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

 
No Bible Study 

 
 

 4     Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

5    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a  
   

MISSION & 
SERVICE  
Zoom 4p 

 
Bible Study 

6:45p 

 6    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
First day for 
Preschool! 

 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

7   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Worship & Music  

Coffee and 
Meeting  
In Parlor 

9:30a 

8      Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

9       Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

10      Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
     Social Time, 

9:30a, 
Bible Study 9:45a 

 
Worship, 11:00a 

IN CHAPEL 
BLESSING OF 

THE 
BACKPACKS 

11   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

12   Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & 

Conversation 
8:30-10:30a 

 
VOUCHERS 

DUE, 10a 

 
Bible Study 

 6:45p 

13   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Open 
Sanctuary 

1-2 p 
Choir 

Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

14    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

PW  
12:30p 

Sundaes and 
Meeting / Study 

Noah’s Ark 
Room 

15    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

16   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

17   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

Communion 

2 cent a meal 

SESSION 

18    Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
19 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Coffee & 
Conversation 

8:30-10:30a 
 

Bible Study 
 6:45p 

20   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
Choir 

Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

21 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

22   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

 

23   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
      

First 
Day  
Of  

Autumn 

24   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
No Bible Study 

  Worship, 11:00a 
 

JIM IRWIN 
Pulpit Supply 

25  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 
 

26  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
No Coffee 

Time 
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10a 

Newsletter Info 
Due 10a 

No Bible Study 

27  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

28  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

29  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

30 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426     ~   (540) 962-2195   FirstPresCovingtonVA.org

             YouTube channel: FPCCovingtonVA  ~    Email:   fpccovingtonva@aol.com

 


