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Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
~Psalm 98:4, NRSVue

As we have just celebrated the birth of Jesus, Son of God; most of us are basking in the joy of the
season. We are still warmed by our visits with children and grandchildren. We continue in the glow of
the Christmas Eve candles with echoes of “Joy to the World” ringing in our ears.

We move to the celebration of the New Year, 2024. Along with the New Year comes a practice of
developing resolutions. These promises we make for ourselves created to improve our lives. We might
resolve to go on a diet, to exercise, to take a class, or to have a more robust devotion and prayer life.
We look toward these resolutions with joy.

And then... life happens. We do well for a few weeks sticking to the diet, going to the Y, reading our
devotional and Bible. Then we begin to slack off or we don’t follow through on looking for that class we
wanted to take. The joy that came with the beginning of the year and the creation of our resolutions
evaporates.

I have good news for you. The joy we feel as we celebrate Christmas and New Years can exist all
year. Why is this? It is simple and straightforward. It is because God loves us and wants us to
experience joy. It is because Jesus loves us and wants us to experience forgiveness and redemption.
It is because the Holy Spirit comes alongside us and sustains us.

Jesus knows that the joy of the Lord is not easy. Jesus knows that life can dampen our joy. During the
Last Supper, He told the disciples; “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:11, NRSVue) and “So you have pain now, but | will see you
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” (John 16:22, NRSVue).

Our hearts will rejoice? Let’s face it, life gets complicated some days. Things happen that we believe
are insurmountable. We are worried about how to pay some of the bills. We are sidelined by an illness
or surgery. We have family members who are in trouble. The car broke down and needs a new
transmission. Life is chaotic and we have difficulty considering that there is joy.

Despite living during the time of exile when the people had been carried off to Babylon and lived in
servitude; Isaiah prophesied: “| will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my whole being shall exult in my God, for
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness...”
(Isaiah 51:10, NRSVue). He helps us to see that God is a reason to embrace joy when times are
challenging.

Jesus’ words to the disciples as recorded in John’s Gospel are an assurance that when Jesus is in our
life as Lord and Savior; we are to live into the joy of life. Jesus calls this complete joy in Him. The
message of joy in God and Christ echoes throughout the church; past, present, and future.

It was repeated in Paul’s letters to the churches he helped establish. In these letters we have multiple
instances of encouragement. To the Philippians he writes; “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, | will say,
Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4, NRSVue). To the Thessalonians he writes; “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

(I Thessalonians 5:16-19, NRSVue). And to the Romans we hear this; “Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; persevere in prayer.” (Romans 12:12, NRSVue).

Paul reminds us that in prayer we give our challenges and cares to God so that we can embrace the joy
we have received at Christmas in the baby of Bethlehem.

- Postor Sust
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BIRTHDAYS
4  Jeanie Morrissette

12  Adam Hise

13  Donald Baker

13  Linda Trumbo

15  Blayne Oliver

16  Mike Harless

21  Cathy Snyder

30 Pat Howard

/""':"' \ The Presbyterian Women met at
_.Y. 2] the home of Bill and Bev
\AVF ) Warburton for their Christmas
‘-.._—3_7 luncheon on December 14,
PREEIAY 2023, Twelve women were in

attendance and participated in fun, fellowship
and delicious food.

Our group acknowledged our appreciation to
Pastor Susi, Ann Marie, our wonderful
secretary, and Mike, our sextant, with gift
cards to show our appreciation for all they do
for us.

Ann Marie Elmore gave our devotional titled
“No Room” which came from the gospel of
John 1:10-14 and left us with the question
“In this Advent season, is there room in your
heart for the Lord Jesus?”

There was definitely an outpouring of love
with all the gift cards that were donated. We
will give a report at the next PW meeting.
Thank you all for your love and generosity.

After the blessing we found the counters of
good things to eat that Bev had prepared and
, our
members
had
shared.




The Warburton’s
home had been
featured on

the Women'’s
Club Christmas
tour so every
room was
decorated.

There were plenty of smiles and fellowship as
evidenced in the picture of Ann Woodward
and Denise Pillow, Debbie Amick, Jeanie
Morrissette, and the two smiling Ann’s.




Our pictures of goodies to eat comes with a
recipe in this newsletter for the delicious roll-
ups made by Jeanie. (far right in pic below)

Holiday Rollups
Original recipe from Ree Drummond,
downloaded 2015. | have made a few
changes. ~Jeanie Morrissette.

Ingredients:

2 packages cream cheese, softened

1 package dry ranch dressing mix

Freshly ground black pepper

6 flour tortillas — flavored or plain

(I used sun dried tomato tortillas)

1 whole green bell pepper, finely diced

1 whole red bell pepper, finely diced

3 green onions, finely sliced/diced, depending
on the size.

Directions:

Mix together thoroughly cream cheese, dry
ranch dressing mix and black pepper.
Spread this mixture on the tortillas, and then
evenly sprinkle on the diced peppers and
green onions.

Instructions:

Roll up tightly, wrap in plastic wrap and
refrigerate at least 2 hours or overnight.
Insert toothpicks to make easy to serve.
Slice into small wheels with a serrated knife.
ENJOY!!

[Verse 12]

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love
sent to me

Twelve drummers drumming
Eleven pipers piping

Ten lords a-leaping

Nine ladies dancing

Eight maids a-milking

Seven swans a-swimming
Six geese a-laying

Five golden rings

Four calling birds

Three french hens

Two turtle doves and

A partridge in a pear tree

Just seeing these words above (written by
Frederic Austin in ¢.1780) on BeV’s drinking
glasses had us all singing this favorite
Christmas song and trying to remember the
correct order. We're still not sure about the
“leaping lords” ... haha! Good Fun!!

N One more
acknowledgment
~ to make is to
thank our Angel,
Francis Withrow,
for making
everyone a hand
crochet Angel.
== You will be
' remembered
when we
decorate our tree
each season.
The angels were mailed to those of you who
could not be with us for the luncheon.
Wishing everyone a great holiday and a
Happy New Year for 2024. Please remember
we do not meet in January and our next
meeting will be held February 8, 2024.

P W Moderator
Pam Pace



Thank you to all who gave jars
of Peanut Butter for the PW
Collection for COPE & SCCP!

PEANUT BUTTER
PW Collection
for COPE

uth Covington
= socare Pantry

Miimute 4 Missiom

Presbytery of the Peaks funds
Two Cents a Meal grants
Great News on Mission Funding
from Presbytery of the Peaks

We learned this past month that our four grant
applications for Two Cents a Meal funds were all
funded.

. $1,718 (86% of requested) to support
ongoing program costs, namely food, at South
Covington Care Pantry.

. $2,647 (86% of requested) for Christian
Schools for Roma Children with Focus on
Nagydobrony South Kindergarten, Ukraine to
provide a mid-day meal to Roma children in as
many Kkindergarten sites as possible, with the
Nagydobrony site being of first priority.

. $2,647 (86% of requested) for Roma
Children Kindergarten, Kisdobrony, Ukraine to
provide a mid-day meal to Roma children in as
many Kindergarten sites as possible, with the
Kisdobrony site being of first priority.

. $2,647 (86% of requested) for Care
Packages for Roma Families in War-Torn Ukraine
to support purchasing care package supplies.

Each of the above grants will be supplemented with
a 50% match from one of our Endowment funds.

Many, many thanks to all who contribute to the
Two Cents a Meal collection, done with each
communion.

In addition, we learned this fall of additional
available funds from the Justice & Mercy
Commission at POP. We applied and received
$4,800 to cover the costs for educating eight girls
at the Abukloi Secondary School in the South
Sudan. As you might recall, First Presbyterian
Church hosted a neighborhood informational
meeting this past summer with  Abukloi
representatives on August 19, 2023.

~ Mission & Service Committee

SOUTH COVINGTON CARE
PANTRY REPORT

STATISTICS
Families Served/# Of Family Members
October 2023 156 610
November 2023 178 710
Deposits October - November 2023
$1,397.02 Local UMCs
$990.00 Donations from Individuals
$350.00 Donation by Mt. Pleasant UMC
for turkeys
$1,500.00 WestRock
$145.00 Alleghany Retired Teachers
Association

$42.50 First Presbyterian Church
(offering from Music on Corner Concert)

TOTAL

The monthly bills from FSWVA for food totaled
$5,919.19 for October and November. While our
2-month grocery bill went up 34%, the number of
individuals served these past two months increased
by 20%. We are fortunate to have on hand a good
inventory so we can continue to give a generous
supply of essential groceries to our applicants.

BLESSINGS

. South Covington UMC donated 118 food
items, mostly Jiffy Cornbread Mix. A member also
donated 135 large rolls of toilet paper.

. Friends delivered and donated 155
miscellaneous food items.

. Members of Granbery Memorial UMC
delivered and donated 104 items.

. Team  members picked up 221
miscellaneous food items donated by Persinger
Memorial UMC.



. The Patterson Family donated and
delivered 30 items (cereal and peanut butter).

. The Shriners donated 720 hamburger buns
left over from the Fall Festival.

. A First Presbyterian member delivered 9
food items.

. A member of Johnson ARP Church
delivered 70 food items.

. Team members picked up 350+ pounds of
food items collected in a food drive by the
Covington Woman’s Club.

. Members of Calvary Christian Church
gleaned turnips in Lynchburg and made donations
to pantries including over 500 pounds to our
pantry.

. Team members picked up from the COPE
Food Pantry 100 Ibs. of venison donated by
Bartley’s Meat Market.

. Members of Edgemont ARP Church
donated and delivered 67 rolls of toilet paper and
16 rolls of paper towels.

. Christ UMC sent an additional $900 before
they closed. In addition, we were supported by
South Covington, Mt. Carmel, Granbery UMCs.

. We are still not accepting adult clothing.
Household items and children’s clothing and toys
are still needed.

PSALM 112:5: “Good will come to those who are
generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs
with justice”

Ronnie and | attended the 2023 Feeding Southwest
Virginia Partner Agency Conference at Bonsack
Baptist Church on October 20, 2023. It was from
9 a.m. until about 3:30 pm. Many vendors had
displays, and we attended a general session, as well
as four breakout sessions.  Attendance was
mandatory, and we received a Chromebook for
Pantry use! It was also my lucky day...I won a
large pumpkin, large yellow mum, gift certificate
for dinner for two at Texas Roadhouse, and a gift
card for Chick-fil-A. What a blessing!!

We are always happy to receive any donated items!
I’'m suggesting the following items not currently
available from Feeding Southwest Virginia:
SUGAR, FLOUR, AND CORNBREAD MIX.

We have purchased laundry detergent to give each
family for Christmas. If you have a heart to help
with this cost, please make your check payable to
S C Care Pantry. May God bless each of you for

all you do to support this mission of love. Please
pray for all those who work so hard in our Pantry
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, as well as picking
up from Food Lion on the weekends.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY AND BLESSED 2024!

-Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team

First Presbyterian Church
Congregational Annual
Meeting will be held on
January 28, 2024 after

the morning service.
Please plan to attend!

FYI: Painting in the Noah’s Ark Room and
adjacent room will begin mid-January, so please
have anything that belongs to you or that you
want, moved to a non-painting area. Thank you!
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PRESCHOOL PICS:




First Presbyterian Church

Sunday services are In-Person and streamed on YouTube. Devotions with Daniel are streamed on YouTube.
Sunday School via Zoom — Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

January 2024

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Devotions |2 Devotions [3 Devotions |4 Devotions |5 Devotions |6 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a
Coffee & Convo

8:30-10:30a Choirs .

TUESDAY NITE Chancel, 4:30p Epiphany

BIBLE STUDY | Handbell, 5:30p of the Lord
6:45p

7 Devotions [8 Devotions [9 Devotions [10 Devotions [11 Devotions [12 Devotions [13
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a [Devotions

Social Time, VOUCHERS M & S 10:30a w/ Daniel, 8a
9:30a DUE, 10a : No PW Meeting
Bible Study 9:45a Choirs

Worship, 11:00a Coffee & Convo | Chancel, 4:30p

T 8:30-10:30a | Handbell, 5:30p
TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY

6:45 p Open Sanctuary

Prayer Time 1-2p

14 Devotions |15 Devotions |16 Devotions |17 Devotions |18 Devotions |19 Devotions |20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time,
9:30a No Coffee & Convo Choirs
Bible Study 9:45a .
Worship, 11:00a NO TUESDAY NITE I'(I: ha:: elll’ 45:;%p
BIBLE sTUDY | andbell, 9:50p
COMMUNION

21 Devotions [22 Devotions |23 Devotions [24 Devotions [25 Devotions [26 Devotions [27 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time, Coffee & Convo Choirs
9:30a, 8:30-10:30a Chancel 430p Newsletter
Bible Study 9:45a Handbell’ 5:30 ltems
Worship, 11:00a TUESDAY NITE » 9:90p Due 10a
BIBLE STUDY
LINDA TRUMBO 6:45p Open Sanctuary VOUCHERS
Pulpit Supply Prayer Time 1-2p|  —30E 10a

28 Devotions |29 Devotions |30 Devotions |31 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a w/ Daniel, 8a | w/ Daniel, 8a

Social Time, Coffee & Convo
9:30a, 8:30-10:30a
Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
Congregational 6:45p

Annual Meeting

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~ Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com
185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org.



