Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
April 2024

“Simon Peter said to [Thomas, Nathanael, James, John, and 2 other disciples], “I am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” John 21:3, NRSVue

What to do after Easter? Our worship service on Easter morning is filled with
excitement and joy. We greet one another with “He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!” We
raise enthusiastically sung hymns declaring Jesus’ victory over death.

We follow worship with family get togethers around the table enjoying typical Easter
fare of ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, and such.

Then Monday morning arrives and it seems everything returns to “normal” (whatever
normal might mean). The alarm sounds. We shower, dress, and head out to work.

At the end of John’s Gospel, the disciples who had gathered in a locked room for
fear of being arrested themselves; have come to the Sea of Galilee. Some of them are
together when Peter in an attempt to try to return to some semblance of normal declares
his intent to get in the boat and go fishing.

John goes on to tell us that they got in the boat and put out. They spent all night
casting their nets into the sea without success. They caught nothing. Day is breaking,
time to come in to the shore and clean their nets when they see a man standing on the
shore. The man asks if they have any fish. The disciples say that they have no fish.

This man tells them to cast their nets once more on the right side of the boat and so
they do. Their nets are filled to overflowing. At this miraculous catch there is recognition
that the man who stands on the shore is Jesus. He is with them!

We call Jesus “Emmanual”’, God with us. Just as Jesus stood on the shore that day
following His resurrection in the presence of His disciples; Jesus stands in our midst today.
We may put away our Easter bonnets and clothes, however, we are not putting away
Jesus!

Following Jesus did not end for the disciples. We learn by reading Acts that they
carried on what Jesus got started. They shared the Good News as Jesus commanded
them to do. The Good News includes the Resurrection, Jesus Risen!

We are followers of Jesus who share the Good News. This is possible because of
those who witnessed the empty tomb, the Resurrected Jesus, and shared Jesus’ story
with the world.

We come after generations of saints who carried the story. We are people who will
tell the story so that those who come after us may know the story and carry it forward for
our children and our children’s children and so on.

Friends—Jesus Christ is Risen Today! He is Risen Indeed!

~ Pastor Susi
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Our social committee of Jean Johnson,

Barbara Fawley and Emily Amick are always

planning something interesting to make our

meetings memorable. Today we were served

mini pies in honor of National ‘Pi’ Day which
is a mathematical formula. 3.14
Thanks, Emily, for making our

J [ shared time so fun.

Because of the construction of the kitchen,
we will not have the soup luncheon in April as
planned. We are hoping to have a salad
luncheon in May. There will be more news as
it gets closer to the time. Jean Johnson, save
your rolls until May. @

We are in the planning stages of supplying
meals a couple days each week for Lonnie
Rider. There was a huge positive response
from the individual members to be a part of
this Christian endeavor. Denise Pillow has
offered to set up the schedule as members
share their offerings. He currently cannot
drive and is not eligible for meals on wheels.
We are so happy our members are willing to
be a part of this.

The business meeting was adjourned and
Pastor Susi taught Chapter 5 in our books,
“Sacred Encounters”. This lesson taught us
to be thankful when God answers our
prayers. It is a story of restoration.

Next meeting is on the 3rd Thursday, April
18", because of a schedule conflict with
Pastor Susi. We will do lesson 6. Pg. 53.

PW Moderator
Pam Pace

Minute 4 Mission

A Letter received from Nadia

Ayoub, serving in Greece
March 17, 2024

"I Give Thanks to the Lord for he is good, and his
love endures forever." Psalm 107:1

Dear Rev. Susi Ennis and the family of First
Presbyterian Church in Covington, VA

I greet you with the peace of Christ. | praise the
Lord for he is the only living God and very active in
our lives. | thank God very much for he is alive and
giving life in Covington and many other places
through the witness of your church family.

I thank you so much your continuing active
relationship with me. Thank you so much for your
recent financial support | received from you.

Praise the Lord for he brought us through the 2023
year and | trust he will continue to protect us till
the end.

The Lord has answered our prayers for many of the
refugees from Syria, Iraq, and many other nations
who we stranded in Greece against their will all
who came through Katerini, (the city where | serve
in the North of Greece) they were able to move to
the country of their choice some travel legally and
others on foot through very difficult roads'
condition. But now some of them write and tell me
that they are happy and comforted because they
do not have to travel again somewhere else.

| thank the Lord for giving me the chance now to
serve among Ukrainians, because when | served in
Ukraine for seven years | was serving among the
Roma and Hungarian ethnic group of people, they
hold Ukrainian identity but Hungarian culture.
And | thank God for allowing me to learn Russian
language because, now we have the temporary
protection Ukrainians, who mostly speak Russian,
but even when they speak Ukrainian, | understand
them and they understand Russian and | can
interpret for them when they need help. Their legal



states are good because they can work and have
medical assistance but that work is not available
and is not enough to cover the expenses of living in
Greece special families with Children. The church
through Perichoresis provided much help for the
Ukrainians since they arrived first in February
2022, housing few families with special cases;
single mothers or women guardians of minors, or
families with 3 or more children, and providing all
their needs. but it has been 2 years and some of the
help was reduced. But still has Food Bank and they
do distribution once a month for some dry food
items, household items and clothes. But this
service is limited as the fund comes from outside of
Greece.

I serve the Ukrainian through our Education
Center, which situated in one of the buildings of
the Greek Evangelical church, which was a
questionable in the beginning, because
Ukrainians are Orthodox and coming to
evangelical places is not good, but now is better
and they come daily for learning Greek and
English. | teach English conversation class and
there | have opportunity to answer their questions
and share the Gospel special through reading the
children coloring Bible. Seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness... (Matthew 6:33) and
we learned how to say the word righteousness and
how to form adjective from the noun and the noun
of the adjective.

Every Friday we have a coffee time mainly for the
women and in it the women talk about different
concerns and if there is chance, | share something.
Today | asked what celebration we are about to
celebrate? Pasha, Easter and the different time
between the evangelical and the Orthodox? what
is we celebrate? the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Lord willing, | pray next time to
discuss what is the need for the crucifixion?

| thank God for their hearts are soften and they
accept the word of God even from the Evangelical
people. Many accepted the Russian New
Testament and they started to attend the church
service on Sunday.

We take the chance to have some joy in
celebrating some occasions. Recently we

celebrated March 8, International Women Day
with different food and a tulip for each.

I also arrange to meet with the ladies at the open
weekly market and help them to find some things
they need or the Greek equivalent of the Ukrainian
items. Yesterday we tried to figure out the spices
for the Korean carrot salad that they used to have
back home in Ukraine.

I thank you so much for your prayers,
encouragements and support, and | pray to the
Lord to encourage you in your ministry locally and
globally. | pray the Lord gives you meaningful
Lenten season and blessed celebration of the Lord
resurrection.

Serving Christ together,

Nadia Ayoub

Update from Becca Young, our
interim minister 2019 — 2020,
writing from Morocco

I have continued teaching a [virtual] weekly
class at the Reformed Theological Seminary
of Wamena, thanks to FPC's generosity in
providing help with upgrading the wifi
connectivity [in 2023].

Last semester | taught a class called, “The
Doctrine of God”, and this semester | am
teaching a class called, “Introduction to
Christian Theology.” My students are first year
seminary students and are a class of people
of a variety of ages, from 22 to 50. Some want
to be pastors, some want to be religion
teachers in their local schools, and some want
to become professors.

On top of that, | have received a Fulbright
scholarship to spend eight months in
Indonesia doing oral interviews of the two
ethnic groups from which my students
originate. They are located in the highlands of
New Guinea and were only contacted by
missionaries in the 1950s and 1960s, so | am
hoping that some of the older people still
remember when the missionaries first came. |



want to hear their stories of their spiritual and
religious journeys: what their people believed
before missionaries arrived, what happened
when missionaries came, and what they
believe now. My hypothesis is that they had
received some sort of revelation from God
prior to the arrival of the missionaries that
prepared them for the coming of the
missionaries.  Unfortunately, when the
missionaries came, they thought all of the
people were ignorant about God so they didn't
ask them if they had already had any
revelations. The people themselves have told
me that they knew there was a Creator God
and they were simply waiting to hear about
God's incarnation, which is why they so readily
accepted Christianity.

If all goes well with the visa process, | should
start the research in September of this year.

Thanks again for assisting with the funds to
help the seminary.

Blessings,
Becca

PS from M&S Committee: We are delighted to
hear that Becca has continued her teaching,
as she has so much to give. We are also very
proud of her receiving a Fulbright scholarship
to do the above-described research. She will
bring her insightful theological perspective to
her research and because she is who she is,
she'll also be sharing with those she meets.

New Kitchen Update:
Jeri O’Rourke did our painting for the new
spaces and will do touch ups in the end.
Town & Country has installed cabinets and
flooring and the countertops will be
installed soon. Keyser installed new
windows, H & M Electric did the electrical
work and Chapman’s did plumbing. Tri-
County will be delivering and installing
the appliances very soon. Thanks to all
who have made this project run so
smoothly.

2024 Second Quarter THESE DAYS Devotionals
have arrived. These begin April 1% Please call
the church office if you would like a copy mailed
to you. Thank you! (540) 962-2195

Bé?él€ STURY

APRIL 2024

MONDAY, 4/15; “In the Bé Jf} Jr‘ P

Genesis 1 4 o 5
MONDAY, 4/22: “imthe Begumd. again”
Genesis2 o
MONDAY, 4/29:4 lsh‘ or Possibility?”
Gene%is k}

onthe role of the faith communwlty in caring for God's

N0 oppartuﬁiti@% Each Day
12pm= 6pm -

115pm 7:15pm
ZOOM ID: 844 2443 7027 Passcode: 489354

* *

RYOF 7,
‘(\‘,\*‘{ 4 I”'»‘,o
Q”% ¢
&

N VNG




Make plans to visit Boys Home oﬁ"lr'hursday, April 25 - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
It will be a fun-filled day complete with a campus tour, staff and student presentations, a dedication
ceremony for the new E. Bruce Heilman Leadership Center, as well as a complimentary lunch.

Boys Home of Virginia
Invntatlonal Golf Tournament

Reglstratlon begins February 1 - $800 per 4 person team.
Captain’s Choice - Mulligans, Tee Busters and 50/50 tickets
will be avallable for purchase.

CONTACT US: 540-965-7707

BOYS T Email Melinda for sponsorship information:
of Virginia

mnichols@boyshomeofva.org

Home

Would you like to help CURRENT ITEMS NEEDED:
... Disinfecting wipes
Boys Home of Virginia Tissues
in practical ways? Bodywash and lotion
Deodorant

Here's a Wish List to guide you. . .
>SS >S5S >SS >SS S >SS Monetary Gifts are also appreciated.



First Preshyterian (hurch
You are cordially invited to attend

The Sara Lu Snyder Memaorial Concent

Thursday April 4, 2024 at 5:30p.m.

First Presbyterian Church ~ Covington, Virginia

Featuring
Nicholas Mitchell Garcia
Director of Sacred Music
St. Hugo of the Hills Catholic Church
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
Reception will follow in

The Chapel

R.S.V.P.

fpccovingtonva@aol.com

Sponsored by:
First Presbyterian Church

Alleghany Highlands Arts Council



First Presbyterian Church

Aprill 2024

Sun

Momn

Tue

Wed

Thu

[Fri

Sat

1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

NO TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

NO Choir

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Sara Lu Snyder
Memorial
Concert
Mitchell Garcia
5:30 PM

Reception in Chapel

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
NO
Bible Study
Worship, 11:00a

COMMUNION

Guest Speaker,
Rev. Jamie Lloyd

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

NO TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Choir
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

11 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a
Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Choir
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

18 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

PW Meeting
1P. M.

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,

Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

SESSION

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

EARTH DAY

23 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Choir
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

Newsletter
Items
Due 10a

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,
Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

30 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org




