Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
June 2024

“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven:” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

The author of Ecclesiastes tells us that God has a time for every matter. The following
verses go on to speak of birth and death; planting and reaping; weeping and laughing; mourning
and rejoicing; silence and speaking; these are but a few.

The verses | would like to focus on for today are the 2" part of verse 3; “a time to break
down and a time to build up;” and the 2" part of verse 6; “a time to keep and a time to throw
away;”. These verses are about the necessity of change. There is a time when we must let go of
some things for new things to grow; a time to break down and a time to build up.

You may not realize this, but First Presbyterian Church should be entering a season of
change. The session and others have long noted that if we are to remain viable as a church there
are things that should change.

It has already begun in some ways. A few months ago, Anne Wright, Denise Pillow, and
Brenda Linkenhoker led a group of people to begin a clean-up of the church facility. By bringing in
a dumpster and discarding things that have accumulated over the years, we now have less clutter.
There is still some cleaning up to be done, but this is a change that was difficult for some people
to hear.

The session has made one huge change on a leap of faith by going forward with the
kitchen project. A renovation such as this is costly in both finances and time. The session
approved the project budget and then a group of people got to work. Most notably Brenda
Linkenhoker and Jeannie Morrisette. There is now the ability to have a kitchen area to prepare
food for shared meals, for times of fellowship, and outreach events.

There is more. Together with the Worship and Music Committee | would like to start
examining our worship services. What do we have to offer for people seeking a worship
experience and how might our services be more welcoming?

One thing we have done recently is to institute the fifth Sunday worship in the Chapel. On
June 30" we will worship in the chapel and be joined by Chris Doyle, Executive Director of Boys
Home. Chris can provide us with the latest on what great things have been happening there.
Even though it is summer, and the school term is completed, there may be some of the young
men on campus who will join him.

There are more opportunities for changes which we may not have considered. All of you,
members of the First Presbyterian Church family are participants in this. If you have any ideas,
please speak to a session member. If you have an idea, consider how you will participate in it.

Change is difficult. God knows this because in Ecclesiastes 3:4 encourages us with the
words; “...a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance;”. Itis ok to
mourn the loss of some things however, we are encouraged to be joy filled as we look for what
God is doing and how we are a part of that.

In Christ,

~ Pastor Susi
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A discussion about how monetary gifts to
COPE could assist them greatly, as they can
purchase items through their supplier for
much less money than we as individuals
could purchase items at grocery stores.

A motion was made by Debby and we voted
to table this decision until all our questions
could be answered.

Below is a letter Brenda Linkenhoker shared
from COPE that shows substantial savings.

We talked about the ability to buy items cheaper through the Food Bank. Here are some examples 4

40 boxes of orange juice $13,18
12 Jars of bread and butter pickles $5.89
12 cans of chopped spinach free
12 boxes cinnamon graham crackers §247
24 cans cut green beans $15.30
20 boxes elbow macaroni §12.97
48 pouches GOGO squeeze applesauce $21.20
244 long white rlce $13.40
12 cans pizza sauce $2.09
9 boxes stove top turkey stuffing mix $1.90

WE have over 100 items we can order from each week. We spend approximately $700.00 a week and
give out around 50 carts of grocerles feeding over 100 people a week. The carts are filled full with acost
to us of about $25.00 a cart, WE also receive food from Food Lion and KFC.

Thank you for all your help

The safe home sanitary items were picked up
by Kathy Lamb Carson from Social Services
this week. Thank you for all the contributions.
_“ § - /
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Discussed helping with Lonnie Ryder’s meals
and visitation. Since he was moved to a
nursing home the plan was stopped. (Sadly,
he has now passed away. He will be missed.)

We discussed about the carrying of the
dishes to the new kitchen and that it was a
big success. We all enjoyed getting the new
kitchen in order. fs‘c“f’iﬁi’
Jeanie Morrissette gave the

card report and Sandra
Minter will be celebrating
on May 24th. Happy
Birthday, Sandra!
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Emily gave the devotional for Mark 6:8 about
how God already know what our needs
before we ask and supplies what we need.
Thank you Emily.

Pastor Susi began our Bible study on Lydia.
Lydia was an entrepreneur in developing and
selling valuable purple cloth. She and her
household were baptized by Paul . This
encounter transformed her and she became
a follower and teacher of the Christian faith.
We had very good discussion about the
transformation and how our lives are
changed after we accept Christ.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

| want to thank all of you for allowing me to
serve as your moderator. | have officially
turned in my resignation with the hope this
group will continue to grow as women of the
church. 1 could not have done this job

= | I without the help of
F ' our church

secretary, Ann
Marie. She
tirelessly kept me
on task and
supplied all the
things that were
needed to do this
job.

PW Moderator



Honoring Mr. James D. Snyder

¢

Above photo: The Late Sara Lu Snyder
and husband, James D. Snyder.

On Wednesday, May 15, 2024, Rev. Susi
Ennis, Brenda Linkenhoker and Anne
Wright visited James D. Snyder and
presented him with this statement of
Honor from Session:

Today, December 24, 2023*, we wish to
honor James D. Snyder for his love and
faithfulness to the First Presbyterian Church
of Covington, Virginia.

The Church is not one person, but a group of
people who are charged to demonstrate the
teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ in their
journey through life. They are to lead in the
declaration of the Word, the forgiveness of
sin, and kindness and care for all of God’s
children and the world.

Whereas: James Snyder became part of
First Presbyterian Church June 9, 1962 with
his marriage to Sara Lu Persinger. He
became a member on September 13, 1965,
and was elected to the session March 14,
1976.

Whereas: James Snyder has been faithful to
the education of our congregation by
teaching in the Sunday School Department
for many years. His historical knowledge of

the Presbyterian Church was lovingly shared
with his classes. His knowledge of the
doctrine, tenets and polity of the church was
flawless.

Whereas: James Snyder faithfully and
graciously supported the music program of
our church and our community. Jim was not
a singer or an instrumentalist, but always
gave encouragement to those who were.
Whereas: James Snyder faithfully served on
the Judiciary Committee of the Montgomery
Presbytery now Presbytery of the Peaks for
many years. His legal knowledge, fairness in
judgement, and handling of problems, was
well-known throughout Presbytery.

Whereas: James Snyder was elected to the
session in 1976 and served faithfully for
many ‘6 year’ terms. He served many of his
years on session as Clerk of the Session and
kept the Presbytery up-to-date on the events
of First Presbyterian Church. Jim’s advice to
session was priceless.

Thus, on behalf of First Presbyterian Church,
Covington, Virginia, and our gracious God,
we bestow the honor of Elder Emeritus to Mr.
James D. Snyder. With this honor comes all
the rights and privileges of Session
membership including the Zoom connection
each month.

Thank you, Jim, for your service and love for
this church.

The Session and Membership of First
Presbyterian Church, Covington, Virginia

*December 24, 2023 was the date set for this
recognition, but due to unforseen
circumstances had to be postponed until May
15, 2024.



Minute 4 Mission

Community Outreach Block Grant for
Safehomes Systems

Mission & Service Committee worked again
with Safehome Systems Executive Director
(Alicia Wrights, Interim) to submit a 2024
Community Outreach Block Grant application
requesting $2,000.00 to assist in the
purchase and installation of two security
cameras. The application was recently
funded at $1,900 (95% of the request).
Currently they have 12 security cameras
around the property, however, there are two
areas that need monitoring for the safety of
clients and staff. The total estimate was
$4,162.35 with the remaining funding sourced
elsewhere to complete the installation, which
was done May 14th.

Prior to submitting the 2024 application, we
learned that the painting work associated with
the 2023 grant of $2,600 was not completed.
At that time, the recently installed interim
Executive Director Alicia Wrights was actively
correcting that situation by identifying and
vetting contractors. She just shared
completed before and after photos of the
painting, with an example given below. Alicia
wrote that “The fresh coat of paint made an
incredible difference to the rooms! They are
so inviting and have a homey feel to them.
As you can see from the before and after
pictures, the paint job was badly needed.

We are so appreciative of Presbytery of the
Peaks for
making this
possible for
Safehome
Systems,
Inc.”

Before After

—_

We are so glad to assist in this process.

-- Mission & Service Committee



Meet the Abukloi Secondary School Students who are now Going to School
As you might recall, FPC successfully received Presbytery of the Peaks funding for annual
school scholarships to cover the costs for educating girls for 12 months at the Abukloi
Secondary School in the South Sudan. With increased costs of the program, that funding
supports 5 girl students. Separately FPC Mission & Service Committee included funding for
6 girl students in our 2024 budget. We have recently received brief bios of future plans of all
11 students and thank you notes for the support enabling them to be in school and reach for
their dreams.
We would like you to meet them these girls and see examples of the thank you notes:
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Abukloi Secondary School

Students 2024
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Figure 1. Khana Ayen Dhuor,  Figure 2. Hellena Abeny Figure 3. Mary Amuor
age 17, medical doctor Maker, age 18, nurse Mangor, age 19, medical Kuma, age 18, doctor
doctor

Figure 5. Rebecca Atiel Figure 6. Josephine Ayen Figure 7. Tabitha Yar Malek, Figure 8. Sora Manyiel
Daniel, age 18, medical Manyiel, age 18, medical age 18, doctor Panyon, age 20, doctor
doctor doctor

Figure 9. Maria Amakou Figure 710. Mary Hokdhal Figure 11. Hellena Adomic
Mayuom, age 18, doctor Makuer, age 19, accountant Marial, age 17, doctor



Music on the Corner
SUNDAY, JUNE 2" at 3 :00 PM

Featuring Madison Barnett (above photo)
and Jaime McArdle on violin and

Dr. Anna G. Billias on piano.

Madison Barnett is a product of, and local
instructor for, the Allegheny Mountain
String Project (AMSP). Barnett continues
to serve her hometown, offering services
as a violinist and string instructor. She
began taking private violin lessons at 13
years old and at 17, joined the Allegheny
Mountain String Orchestra.

The AMSP, founded by Jaime McArdle
and Gretta Sandberg, is a program of Garth
Newel Music Center.

Dr. Anna G. Billias is a Lecturer in Music
and Collaborative Pianist at Washington
and Lee University, and an adjunct
Instructor at Sweet Briar College in
Amherst, Virginia. Dr. Billias was trained
as a concert pianist at the Prokofiev State
Academy of Music in Donetsk, Ukraine
(originally the Prokofiev Conservatory of
Music) and graduated with advanced
degrees in both performance and
instruction for piano and a Master’s degree
in Piano Performance.

Please don’t let this great opportunity to

hear these talented individuals pass you by.

Please plan to attend this event and share
this information with friends and family.

226" General Assembly

The 226th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) will be
meeting this year beginning on June 25th
with committee meetings and ending on
June 29th. The in-person portions of GA
will be held in Salt Lake City, UT. The
theme of the 226th GA 1is “Live into
Hope™.

If you are not familiar with General
Assembly meetings here is some
information. Each presbytery elects
delegates to the GA. The number is based
upon the size of the presbytery. When
electing delegates there is to be a balance
between ruling elders and teaching elders
(Ministers of Word and Sacrament). Our
Presbytery is sending 4 delegates. They
are Rev. Vernie Bolden, Rev. Peter
Thompson, RE Joyce Perez, and RE
Michael Worley.

If you would like to learn more about
General Assembly there is a website you
can visit. It is https://ga-pcusa.org/. Under
FAQ there is information about what the
GA is and other details. On this website
you can follow what overtures are
presented for the body to act upon and how
they fare. Please pray for those who will be
at the 226th General Assembly as they do
the work of the church.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT
TEACHER POSITION
AVAILABLE

September 2024 through
May 2025 M, W, F
from 8:004M to zoOpm
Follows AHPS Calendar

first presbyterlan church

PRESCHOOL

First Presbyterian Church
185 N. Maple Ave.
Covington, VA 24426

For information, call 540-962-2195
or email fpccovingtonva@aol.com




First Presbyterian Church

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovington' VA.org

June 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

2 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a

Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

3 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Music on

the Corner
3 PM

4 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

5 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Choir- Summer
Chancel, 4:30p
Handbell, 5:30p

6 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

7 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

8 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

9 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a
Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a

10 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

11 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

12 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

W & M meeting
at River
Time: TBA

13 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

14 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

15 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

16 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Social Time,
9:30a,

Bible Study 9:45a
Worship, 11:00a
FATHER’S

DAY

17 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

18 Devotions

w/ Daniel, 8a

Coffee & Convo
8:30-10:30a

TUESDAY NITE
BIBLE STUDY
6:45p

19 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

20 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

CAREGIVER
SUPPORT
GROUP
10:30a
Fellowship Rm.

21 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

22 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

23 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
No Bible Study

24 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

25 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a
Coffee & Convo

26 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

Worship, 11:00a 8:30-10:30a
Guest Speaker TUESDAY NITE Newsletter
30 Devotions B'BtﬁéTUDY ltems
w/ Daniel, 8a 4P Due 10a
VOUCHERS
DUE, 10a

27 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

28 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

29 Devotions
w/ Daniel, 8a

YouTube channel: FPCCovingtonVA ~

Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com



mailto:FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

Caregiver
@@ Support
~ Group

A special time just for you...an opportunity to meet with other
caregivers for sharing experiences, concerns, and exploring how
to best support each other and meet needs unique to caregivers.

When: Thursday, JUNE 20", 10:30 A. M.
Where: First Presbyterian Church -
Covington, Locust St. entrance
Look for “Caregiver” sign!
For more information:
First Presbyterian Church 540-962-2195
Jim Oliver 540-691-8892
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