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“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” (John 

14:16, NRSVue) But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to you. (John 14:26, NRSVue) 

 

      As spring begins to descend upon the Alleghany Highlands we look forward to the warmer 

weather.  Things are beginning to green up.  The sound of lawn mowers fills the air.  Those of us 

who use the preschool entrance see the hostas leafing out, the blooms are not far behind. 

Spring also brings the color red to the church, the red which signifies Pentecost or Holy Spirit Day.  

It was 50 days after Jesus’ Resurrection that the disciples and other followers experienced the Holy 

Spirit in a very dramatic way.   

       The Holy Spirit, one of the three members of the Trinity, has always been present.  We learn 

that from Genesis 1.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2, NIV).   

   Sometimes people struggle to understand the Holy Spirit.  As we see in the verses from John’s 

Gospel, Jesus taught His disciples that the Holy Spirit is our Advocate who will continue to help us 

understand who God is and what Jesus teaches us. 

 In 1983 as the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and the Presbyterian Church in the US 

united to form the Presbyterian Church (USA) a “Brief Statement of Faith” was composed.  In the 

Brief Statement we affirm; “We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 

life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith… In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives 

us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

…and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

     We believe that it is the power of the Holy Spirit that gives us boldness to be God’s witnesses to 

the world; witnesses to the work of Jesus Christ as our Savior.  It started on the Pentecost Day 

recorded in Acts 2.  “When the day of Pentecost came, [the disciples] were all together in one place.  

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 

on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 

the Spirit enabled them.” (Acts 2:1-4, NIV) From that moment, the Holy Spirit filled Jesus’ 

followers and gave them boldness to proclaim Jesus Christ.   

      When the Brief Statement of Faith was written in 1983 the writers acknowledged that we live in 

a broken and fearful world.  Some might think that now in 2024 it is even more broken and filled 

with fear than it was in 1983.  That may be true, or not.  What I believe is that every generation has 

recognized the brokenness and wondered how to live in its midst. 

    Scripture helps us to know that it is the Triune God; God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit; that abides 

with us and will help us quell our fears, if we but allow God in.  No matter what the world throws at 

us we are assured that we have an Almighty God whose Holy Spirit encourages us and sustains us.  

As we wear our red on May 19th, let us bask in the Holy Spirit of God! 
 

 

      ~ Pastor Susi 
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  1 Calvin Wright, Jr. 

    1 Amanda Swartz Garafolo 
16 Christy Rollinson 
21 Adrienne Snead 
24 Sandra Minter 
 

The PW meeting was held 

Thursday, April 18th , in the 

Heritage Room with 10 in 

attendance. The devotional 

was given by Pam Pace on 

verses from Philippians 6, 7: 

“Be anxious for nothing, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God; and the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  

When we worry unnecessarily  and do not let 

God take care of our problems we have no 

idea of how things could turn out. 

 

The old business discussion was to continue 

bringing peanut butter for the food pantries 

and to bring hygiene products for women in 

need. A letter from the Peaks Presbytery 

shared that Circles everywhere are in support 

of this type of mission work.  The Moderator 

shared a letter from Janet Raker, secretary of 

the presbytery telling us about the upcoming 

meeting April 27 at Raleigh Court 

Presbyterian Church in Roanoke. April 27th 

at 9:30 A. M.  Pastor Susi is attending.  

 

Our Old Business item is us trying to 

encourage Lonnie Rider by visiting him, at his 

convenience, and to bring a meal from time 

to time. Denise Pillow will create a schedule 

that will be on a clipboard in the church office. 

New business consisted of the following: 

Barbara Fawley gave the treasures report of 

$382.53 on April 18th 2024. 

Birthday celebrations were shared by Denise 

Pillow and Doris Swartz. 

The social committee of Jean Johnson and 

Barbara Fawley, and Emily Amick announced 

there will be a salad luncheon in our new 

kitchen/dining 

area at the 

May 9th 

meeting/ 

Bible study at 

noon. 

We are 

planning a 

two day 

kitchen and 

fellowship 

room moving 

event. We will 

meet to begin 

the process of determining which dishes will 

be used in the new rooms on May 1st and 

May 8th at 1:00 P. M.  Brenda Linkenhoker 

said she will be there at 11:30 A. M. if anyone 

wants to bring a lunch and fellowship before 

we do this work, then please come  earlier. 



Our Bible Study was about the healing 

process for those people with disabilities. In 

Biblical times it was believed by many that 

those conditions were a result of a  sin that 

was committed by the family. The disciples 

Paul and John were able to heal a lame man 

after they had received the Holy Spirit.  

Pastor Susi was able to help us understand 

what a miracle it was for someone who had 

never been able to walk in his life could leap 

with joy. 

The lesson closed with prayer. 

 

Next meeting is a salad luncheon at noon at 

the church on Thursday, May 9th.  Please 

bring a salad to share.  It was decided by the 

group to do Lesson 8  (pg. 69) Lydia 

Encounters Jesus in Worship. 

 

P.W. Moderator  

Pam Pace  

 

Minute 4 Mission

    Pentecost Denominational Collection  
on May 19, 2024 

 

The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-
wide effort to support young people and 
inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and 
unique gifts with the church and the world. 

 
Investing in our greatest resource 

Help youth begin life with a  
solid foundation of faith. 

 
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith 
established during childhood helps ensure 
lifelong faith and service. The patterns and 
lessons established during these formative 
years continue to bear fruit throughout a 
person's life. By receiving the Pentecost 
Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those 
who are the church to come — children, 
youth, and young adults. 
 

Forty percent of the Pentecost offering can be 
retained by individual congregations wanting 
to make an impact in the lives of young people 
within their own community; First Presbyterian 
Church’s Session has approved that the 40% 
local portion in 2024 will go again to our 
Preschool Scholarship Program. The 
remaining 60% is used to support ministries of 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency: 

• Guiding Youth (Youth Ministries) 25% 
supports ministries with youth, ages 
12–18, and those called to accompany 
them. 

• Young Adult Volunteers 25% (which is 
what Miguel Petrosky did during his 
year in New Orleans and that in 
Zambia). 

• Child Advocacy 10% supports the 
“Educate a Child, Transform the World” 
national initiative, which was affirmed at 
the 221st General Assembly (2014). 

 
The Pentecost Offering is traditionally 
received on the day of Pentecost, May 19th. 
There is a special envelope in your offering 
box for this offering.  
 
-- Mission & Service Committee 

 
   

SOUTH COVINGTON 

CARE PANTRY REPORT 
        

 STATISTICS Families Served 

# Of Family 

Members 

February 2024 130 473 

March 2024 123 469 

 
Deposits                                 February – March 2024 

       
$400.00    Local UMCs (Granbery Memorial, Parrish Court) 

  
$12,420.00    Donations from Individuals 

    

$1,600.00    First Presbyterian Church 

         
$50.00    In Memory of Glenna Lipes 

       
$335.00    Covington Moose 610 

       
$593.15    3/20/24 Lenten Luncheon 

         

$40.00    In Memory of Jean Tucker 

  
$15,438.15    TOTAL 

 

 



We paid Feeding Southwest Virginia $4,608.29 

for food and meat during this 2-month period.  

We have been fortunate to receive several cases of 

soup, fruits, and vegetables from them at no cost.  

The USDA allotments are still running pretty low. 

BLESSINGS    

• South Covington UMC donated 57 items 

including cornbread mix and tuna. 

• Friends delivered and donated 15 miscellaneous 

food items and 15 jars of peanut butter. 

• Members of Granbery Memorial UMC delivered 

and donated 179 food items and 9 rolls of 

bathroom tissue.  

• The Patterson Family donated and delivered 36 

items (cereal and peanut butter). 

• The Hot Dog House donated 35 boxes of 

linguini pasta. 

• Aspen Hill Farms donated 26 dozen eggs. 

• A man and his sister came one Tuesday not to 

get food but to make a substantial donation to our 

pantry.  The man had finally received his Social 

Security disability.  They said that before that 

happened, they would have starved without us. 

• What a blessing to have the unexpected 

opportunity to say a few words about our mission 

to those attending the March 20 Lenten Luncheon.  

The donation received that day was awesome. 

• Several wonderful people have recently joined 

our team.  This is a much-needed blessing.  Thank 

you, Lord! 

• We are still not accepting adult clothing.  

Household items and children’s clothing and toys 

are still needed. 

 

PROVERBS 14:21 “Whoever despises his 

neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is 

generous to the poor.” 

 

We are always happy to receive any donated 

items!  I’m suggesting the following items not 

currently available from Feeding Southwest 

Virginia:  SUGAR, FLOUR, AND 

CORNBREAD MIX. 

 

What a blessing to have a team of Christian 

friends who volunteer to serve others every week.  

We love working together, witnessing to others 

and each other, and having fun together as we do 

our work.  We are blessed to have a loving God 

who knows our every need.  Please continue your 

prayers for our ministry to the community and 

support it as you can.  God bless each of you!  

 

Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team     

 

           April showers bring May flowers! 

 
                                                           

 



 

National Day of Prayer 

May 2, 2024 

 
It was in 1952 that a joint resolution was 

passed by the United States Congress and 

signed into law by President Harry S. 

Truman declaring the first Thursday in 

May to be a National Day of Prayer.  

According to their website, the purpose of 

the National Day of Prayer is “mobilize 

unified public prayer for America.” 

This year we will observe the 73rd Annual 

National Day of Prayer on May 2, 2024.  

We will join with members of churches 

across our community in front of the 

Covington City Hall as we pray for our 

country.  Prayers for families, churches, 

schools, businesses, the military, 

government, and arts/entertainment/media 

will be lifted up by pastors in our 

churches.  

I hope to see you there.  ~ Pastor Susi 
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May 2024
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
      1    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 
Meet to set up 

Kitchen 
11:30a or 1p 

2    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

NATIONAL 
DAY OF 
PRAYER 

Noon – City Hall  

Meet at front steps 

 
Church Secretary 

Office Closed 

3    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

4    Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

 
PRESBYTERY 

St. Andrew P. C. 
Lynchburg 

 

5    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
 

Worship, 11:00a 
 
 

6     Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
Covington City 

Spring Clean-Up  

Day at FPC 
Place items at 
Alley trashcan 

7   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 

8     Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

   
Meet to set up 

Kitchen 
11:30a or 1p 

9   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
Ascension  
of the Lord 

PW Salad 
Luncheon 

And Meeting 
@ Noon  

VOUCHERS  
DUE, 10a 

10    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
11     Devotions 

    w/ Daniel, 8a 

12    Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
Worship, 11:00a 

 
Minute for Mission 

Sue Rollinson 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 

13   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14   Devotions 
 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
 

M & S - 1p 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 
 

15    Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

  

16    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

17    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

18   Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 
 

 

19     Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  

Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 
 

PENTECOST 

20   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
       

 21 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY 

6:45 p  

22   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

Choir 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 
 

23 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 

24   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
Last Day 

Of  
2023-24 

Preschool 
Year 

25  Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
      

 

26    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Bible Study 9:45a  
Worship, 11:00a 

 

 
COMMUNION 

 
Trinity Sunday 

27  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 
Office 
closed 

28 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 

 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY 

6:45 p  

 
VOUCHERS 

DUE, 10a 

29 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
 Items  
Due 10a 

30 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

31 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

 

                         YouTube channel: FPCCovingtonVA   ~    Email:  FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com 


