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Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and 

 to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

(Luke 9:1-3, NRSVue) 

 

Jesus called together 12 men who today are called The Disciples, disciples with a capital 

D.  They were men who Jesus taught in depth about God and about God’s kingdom.  They 

travelled with Him as he went about Galilee and Judea teaching about God and spreading the 

love of God. 

The Disciples were 12 ordinary men from a variety of backgrounds.  I would guess that not 

a one of them ever imagined that they would set out on the road with Jesus. 

Luke tells us that they were to proclaim the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God is not a 

kingdom as those men would have considered a kingdom.  For a kingdom has boundaries which 

are fiercely protected by the sovereign’s army.   

Earthy kingdoms come and go.  Some have merged with others in marriage or as treaties 

have been forged.  Some no longer exist as they have been conquered by others and assimilated 

into the other.  Some have different names now than in the past.  Yes, earthly kingdoms come and 

go. 

The kingdom of God is different.  It is eternal because its King is eternal, it cannot be 

destroyed.  It is both present here and now, and it was present with Jesus and the disciples, and it 

will be present into the future.  In the Kingdom of God, we find that God, Jesus Christ, and the 

Holy Spirit reign.  Authority in the Kingdom of God rests in the Triune Godhead. 

Down through the ages, those of us who have heard the good news that Jesus Christ is 

God’s Son who brings us this Kingdom; are like the 12 men that Jesus sent out into the towns and 

villages of Galilee.  We have been given the task of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 

 We are mandated to tell people about our faith and about our Savior.  We show that love 

that Jesus showed to people.  A love that is extended to everyone.  We share the story of Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection that provides freedom from what would be the consequences of our 

sins. 

 The message of the gospel is that salvation is available to everyone.  In order to receive 

this salvation, people are called to repentance.  That is people are called to recognize sin and that 

sin breaks God’s heart and so one turns from sin and toward God.  We are asked to help people 

to make a turn toward God. 

 In doing so, we act in love.  We extend words of encouragement instead of condemnation.  

We are welcoming, tearing down barriers.  We allow our actions to show forth God’s love, this is 

the proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

 

      ~ Pastor Susi 
 

 



 

  
      
 

August 
  1 Harriet Snead 
  3 Billy Oliver 
  6 Martha Carter 
  8 Elyza Pillow 
10 Pastor Susi Ennis 
12 Lucas Pillow 
17 Sue Rollinson 
26 Gary Whitmer 
28 Mildred McCabe 
 

        

       Minute 4 Mission

Abukloi Secondary School - Rumbek 
- Lakes State - South Sudan 

28.06.2024 
 PRINCIPAL’S LETTER OF GRATITUDE 
   
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
  
On behalf of Abukloi Foundation and on my 
own behalf as the Principal of Abukloi 
Secondary School in South Sudan, I want to 
say thank you for sponsoring a child in our 
school.  By sponsoring a child, you are not 
only educating one child, but the impact you 
are creating in the whole community is a 
thousandfold!  By sponsoring a child for his or 
her education in South Sudan, you are 
creating a lifelong, nonperishable inheritance 
for this child, and this is incredible and 
remarkable. You are parenting and giving  
 

 
hope to Orphans who would not be having a 
chance to go to school. 
  
Your sponsorship is saving a girl child from 
forced marriage and underage pregnancies 
that are common in South Sudan due to the 
impact of civil war, poverty, and cultural 
beliefs. Remember the wise saying, “When 
you educate a woman, you are educating a 
nation”. Therefore, your sponsorship of a girl 
child’s education is a brick in the building of 
South Sudan as a nation. Your support 
provides food (Lunch) for students at School, 
and to some, it’s the only meal they get per 
day. The same funds provide Scholastic 
materials, uniforms, and sanitary pads to Girls 
and pay for the Teachers. 
  
Thank you for supporting Abukloi foundation 
through sponsoring a child in Abukloi 
secondary School. As School Principal, I 
promise that all the resources you contribute 
will be put to the right use. We will use the 
resources for the purpose they are intended 
for. Me and you together we can make a 
difference in the lives of children of South 
Sudan. Let’s build the World’s youngest 
nation through education. We are Abukloi – 
Together we can do it. 
  
Yours in Community Service, 
Dr. Isaiah Mutelemwa Lutashobya 
Principal – Abukloi Secondary School 
        
 
  

 



2024 CHURCH PICNIC 
Thank you to Anne Wright for once 
again hosting a wonderful Church 
Picnic at the Polecat Inn on 
Wednesday, July 10th at noon. There 

were 23 in 
attendance. 
We would like 
to express 
many thanks 
to Anne, 
Barbara, 
Ronnie, 
Debby & 
Emily for 
helping with 
the many 
preparations. 
We had great 
fellowship 
with a side of 

delicious food 
and fresh squeezed Lemonade! Here 
are a few photos from that sunny day! 

(photo credits go to Barbara M. Hise) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Bible Incomplete Game:  

Fill in the missing letters to complete the 

passage. Solution on next page. 

B_e_s_d _e _h_ G_d _n_ F_t_e_ o_ o_r 

_o_d _e_u_ C_r_s_, w_i_h _c_o_d_n_ t_ 

h_s _b_n_a_t _e_c_ h_t_ b_g_t_e_ u_ 

a_a_n _n_o _ l_v_l_ h_p_ b_ t_e 

_e_u_r_c_i_n _f _e_u_ C_r_s_ f_o_ t_e 

_e_d. _o _n _n_e_i_a_c_ i_c_r_u_t_b_e, 

_n_ u_d_f_l_d, _n_ t_a_ f_d_t_ n_t 

_w_y, _e_e_v_d _n _e_v_n _o_ y_u, _h_ 

a_e _e_t _y _h_ p_w_r _f _o_ t_r_u_h 

_a_t_ u_t_ s_l_a_i_n _e_d_ t_ b_ 

r_v_a_e_ i_ t_e _a_t _i_e. 



205th FPC ANNIVERSARY 
You are cordially invited to come 

celebrate the 205th Anniversary of  

First Presbyterian Church  

on Sunday, August 18th at 11 A. M. in 

the Sanctuary.   A luncheon will follow 

the service at noon in the Chapel. 

Handicap accessible. Please let us 

know if you plan to come to this special 

event by August 6th through email 

fpccovingtonva@aol.com 

or a phone call (540)962-2195 

We look forward to a grand  

celebration with you here! 

 

A Thank You Note: 
 
To First Presbyterian Church and 

Preschool Board, thank you for 
giving me the opportunity and 

confidence to have been the 
assistant teacher these past three 

years. 
 

Thank you especially to Brenda, 
Denise, Margaret, Pastor Susi, and 

Ann Marie. 
 

I will miss it terribly! 
 

I want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude for the gift card and 

bonsai tree I received. Your 
generosity and thoughtfulness 

truly meant a lot to me. 
 

With love, 
Josephine O’Rourke 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Bible Incomplete Game: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 

his abundant mercy hath begotten us 

again unto a lively hope by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead. To an inheritance incorruptible, 

and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

reserved in heaven for you, who are 

kept by the power of God through faith 

unto salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. I Peter 1:3-5 
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100 Years of Elegance and Grace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Mildred McCabe 
Celebrates her 100th Birthday  

on August 28th! 
Come help us celebrate this 

very special lady at her Birthday 
Party on Saturday, August 24th from 

1pm to 4pm in the Chapel.  
No presents, just your presence!   

Light lunch served. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM YOUR 
ORGANIST/DIRECTOR 

 
I would like to try to express my sincere 

thanks to my family, friends and God for 
all the care, concern, love, help and 
prayers that have been such a gift to me 
since I broke my hip on June 21. 
 
Everyone needs to know that, despite 
the less-than-good circumstance, all 
things from that moment until this have 
gone as well as they could possibly 
go.  It has been clear to me all along that 
was due to many prayers and I am very 
grateful for every single one. 
 
This certainly is a life interruption which I 
am anxious to have behind me, but from 
which I hope I am also able to learn 
some important lessons. 
 
I am told that I will be using a walker for 
at least 8 weeks and will not be 
completely healed for at least 4 months. 
 
My surgeon, physical therapists and I 
are all agreed that the very last thing I 
will be able to do is play the organ.  Until 
then, services will be on the piano and, 

until my situation is greatly improved, 
preludes and postludes will be relatively 
short. 
 
I am just so glad that we will be able to 
worship and make music together until 
all this is past. 
 

            ~ Sandra D. Minter~ 

 
 

No Session meeting in August.    
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August 2024
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
    1   Devotions  

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

2   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

3   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

4    Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
 

Worship, 11:00a 
 

 

5   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

 6   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 

7    Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a  

 

Worship & 
Music 1p 

 
Choir 

Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

8   Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 
 
 
 

Church office 
Closed 

9    Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

10     Devotions 
    w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
Covington 

Memory Café 
10-noon 

Edgemont PC 

11   Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
Worship, 11:00a 

 

 

12   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

  

13   Devotions 
 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 VOUCHERS  

DUE, 10a 

14    Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

 

15    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

16    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

17 Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 
 

 

18     Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 
  

205th 
Anniversary 
Celebration 

19   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
       

 20 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p  

21   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

22 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

23   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

24  Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 

Mildred 
McCabe’s  

100th  
Birthday Party 

1-4p 
In Chapel 

25   Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
 

  Worship, 11:00a 
 
    
 
    

26  Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

27 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY 

6:45 p  
VOUCHERS 

DUE, 10a 
Newsletter 

         Due 10a 

28 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
MILDRED! 

 

29 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

30 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

31 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
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