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The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you undertake; 
he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. (Deuteronomy 28:8, NRSVue) 

 
 The weather is changing.  That fall crispness is entering the air.  It is the time when 

across the country harvests have been happening.  For the writer of Deuteronomy, harvest was 
the time when crops filled the barns and storehouses to keep the people until the next harvest 
time.  An abundant harvest which filled the barns and storehouses was considered the fruit of 
God’s blessing. 

 We are a people who believe in the abundant blessings of God.  Indeed, there is a 
Gospel hymn titled “Showers of Blessings”.  This hymn speaks to our God who sends blessings 
upon those who trust in God’s provisions.  We trust that we are being cared for in a variety of 
ways. 

 We say that to have a warm home, food on the table, and family are blessings. 
These are certainly blessings.  Yet there are more ways to understand our harvest of blessings.   

We are blessed with wisdom.  Proverbs tells us “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth 
come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;” (Proverbs 2:6-7, 
NRSVue).  During our prayers of thanksgiving, we ask God to give us wisdom in using our time, 
talents, and abundance.  We ask for the ability to make decisions that are wise and bring glory to 
God. 

We are blessed with access to strength and perseverance.  God has not promised that our 
lives will be an easy walk in the park.  We face challenges that require us to trust God that we will 
be able to make it through whatever is in front of us. 

Which leads to the blessings of hope and joy.  Despite any trial we face, the wisdom of God 
and strength and perseverance of the Holy Spirit; we can rest in the assurance that God is with 
us. 

Our ultimate blessing is Jesus Christ.  Through Jesus Christ we receive salvation, liberation 
from the penalty of sin.  When we humbly confess our sins, we are assured that we have been 
forgiven.  In this forgiveness we are reconciled to God.  All of this is possible because God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ lived and died.  Through Jesus Christ we are blessed with the promise of eternal life 
in God.   

We are blessed to have a God who is present with us.  It is written in Revelation; “See, the 
home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.”  (Revelation 21:3-4, 
NRSVue).  We are not alone in facing our challenges because God is walking with us each step of 
the way.   

Yes, we are people of God, people whose harvest of blessings is abundant.  Blessings we 
should be sharing with others.  I urge you to be people who show the world what it means to trust 
God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.  Do this so that others too will know our God, our immense 
blessing. 

Let me close with one of the traditional benedictions.  “The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26, NRSVue). 

 

                  ~ Pastor Susi 
 



 
 

  
      

October 
  4 Kathy Howard 
  4 Jim Oliver 
15 Jim Slate 
25 Pam Pace 
30 Gary Pillow 

   

       Minute 4 Mission

  
                             October 6th 

The Peace & Global Witness 

Denominational Collection will occur on 

October 6th. Many thanks in advance for 

your generous and thoughtful gifts. 

 
 

A Letter from Nadia Ayoub,  

Mission co-worker serving in Greece 

Fall 2024 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when siblings 

live together in unity.” (Psalm 133:1) 

 

Dear friends and families, 

I greet you with the Peace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ our Savior. I continue to give thanks 

to the Lord for he is wonderful and has done 

wonderful things among us. Thank you, my 

dear siblings of the congregations, local and 

international partners, and ecumenical 

friends for your pleasant gathering in unity 

during the 226th General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). I am very 

grateful to the technology team who live 

streamed the event and enabled me to watch 

many of the meetings. Thank you all for 

your partnership, for your encouraging 

words, for your prayers and for your 

support of God’s mission to share the love 

of Jesus with people near and far. 

 

 
 

Celebrating the end of the school year with 

joy and anticipating meeting again in 

September, Lord willing. 

Praise the Lord for he is faithful and is with 

us during all seasons. I thank God because 

he has kept us safe here in Greece during 

the summer when intense heat and wind 

caused many fires. This year, I especially 

thank God for the firefighters who were 

able to extinguish the fires by using 

helicopters and extra firefighter crews. 

My summer schedule was lighter than it had 

been during the rest of the year. I thank God 

that I continue to visit regularly with a few 

Ukrainians. Every Tuesday, I meet with 

Linda either in my apartment or at the park 

to read the Bible in Russian. We finished 

reading the book of Ruth and Esther and 

then we started reading the Greek Word of 

Life calendar. With the help of “Google 

translate” we were able to improve our 

Greek language, increase our Bible 

knowledge, and enhance our faith in Christ. 

Every Friday we meet at the school building 

for English conversation on various topics. 

One day, we talked about faith, belief and 

trust and on another day we talked about 

fear and freedom or joy and happiness. 



Then we shared coffee and talked about 

family news from Ukraine or the summer 

crops and the available foods at the 

Saturday open market.   

 
Enjoying time with Linda after visiting the 

open-air market 

Recently, we helped with the HUG program 

that prepares hot meals in the kitchen of the 

school building for 30-40 needy people in 

Katerini who either do not have houses or 

have no electricity because they cannot pay 

the bills. 

Most of the other Ukrainians and the few 

Iraqis have summer jobs. I continue to 

communicate with them as I am able. 

Nazera, is from Iraq. She is working in a 

restaurant near her home, she was very 

happy in the beginning and the owner of the 

restaurant respected her. The original 

agreement was that Nazera would be 

working in the kitchen. This worked well 

until recently when the owner started asking 

her to serve the costumers. First my friend 

Nazera thought this is a promotion, but then 

the owner started to ask her to smile and be 

nice to the costumers and that made Nazera 

uncomfortable and worried. When she 

shared her concerns with me, I encouraged 

her to refuse to do the things that make her 

uncomfortable and to talk with the owner 

and to remind her that the original 

agreement was to only work inside the 

kitchen. And then I thought it was time for 

Nazera to search for another job. Please 

pray that God will protect Nazera and 

provide a better and safer job for her.  

I started the process of extending my Greek 

residency. They have changed the law, and 

all processes will be online only. The 

church had to issue an invitation letter. 

Originally, the Synod lawyer in Athens was 

going to process the paperwork. I prayed 

that God would encourage the lawyer to 

complete the job in time. This was very 

difficult. For nearly two months, we were 

not able to submit the application. Finally, 

10 days before the deadline, by God’s 

grace, with the help of the chairperson of 

Perichoresis, we found a lawyer in Katerini 

and submitted the application to renew my 

Greek residency in one hour. I trust God’s 

love and mercy and his will to be done on 

earth as it is in heaven for God to be the 

glory forever and ever. 

 
The HUG program prepares 40 meals, 

twice a week. 

The summer break is almost over, and the 

Education Center will resume operations on 

September 2, 2024. The Education Center 

is the only place in Katerini that offers free 

Greek and English lessons for adults who 

cannot attend school. Refugees, displaced 

people, and even Greek people, who lived 

abroad and returned to Greece, who can 



speak some Greek but do not know how to 

read and write Greek, attend. Please thank 

God with me, for providing funds for the 

program from the PC(USA). 

A while ago, I was sharing with one Syrian 

friend about how Christ died on the cross to 

save all the world. My friend said, “I 

understand things about Mary, the mother 

of Jesus, because we have a whole chapter 

by her name in Quran, but I am not sure 

about Jesus. With one ear, I hear Christians 

say that he died to save us, and with the 

other ear, I hear the Muslims say God 

rescued Jesus and sent someone like him to 

die on the cross in his place. Whom should 

I believe?” 

Recently I posted on my Facebook, “Do not 

be afraid, nothing will separate you from 

the love of God that is yours in Jesus 

Christ,” my friend and many others liked 

that post. Please pray with me that many 

will come to the saving knowledge and 

accept God’s love for all in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said, “A new command I give you: 

Love one another as I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, 

if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). 

 I pray that the Lord will bless you and 

encourage you to love God and love one 

another. 

In Christ 

Nadia 

           -- Mission & Service Committee 
 

Reflections Of Meredith Minter 
 on Her Summer Service Trip 

 
First Presbyterian Church was pleased to 
support the service trip of high school junior 
Meredith, Trina and Steve Minter’s 
daughter and granddaughter of Sandra 
Minter and the late David Minter, to the 
Dominican Republic. Here are her thoughts 
from that experience: 
 

“Hello! My name is Meredith Minter. I went 
on a week-long service trip this summer to 
Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic! I 
traveled with the program that 4-H put 
together.  
 
We spent 3 days doing a day camp for the 
local children, where we played games, 
taught them new things, and went on a hike 
to the beach. During these few days with the 
kids, I learned so much about their culture, 
language, and life. The Spanish language 
barrier definitely made things difficult at 
some points, but we used Google translate 
and it was an incredible tool to connect with 
the kids. The children there were so 
thankful for all that we taught them and 
gave them.  
 
My group and I spent 7 days in the 
Dominican, the first 2 days we prepared for 
the camp, the next 3 days we had the camp, 
and the last 3 days we did a service project, 
went shopping in the farmers markets and 
shops, and we got to experience being on a 
boat in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
On this trip, I met one of my very favorite 
friends, named Alesha. She was the only 
person from her area that traveled with 4-
H, and we connected immediately. It was 
truly a blessing that we both ended up going 
on this trip, and we got to experience this 
trip together.  
 
My trip to the Dominican Republic 
genuinely changed my life. It made me 
realize how lucky we are in America. It is 
such a blessing to have safe and healthy 
foods, roads, houses, and environments. I 
will always keep the Dominican Republic, 
and the people I met and connected with 
along the way with me wherever I go.” 
 
We are thankful to our congregations’ 
support for Meredith’s trip. 

              --Mission & Service 



 

 

              
 

Rose Window in the Chapel 
 

 

 

COVINGTON MEMORY CAFÉ 

CONVERSATION & COMMUNITY 

FOR THOSE WITH MEMORY LOSS 

AND THEIR CARE PARTNERS 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

2ND Saturday of every month 

 10 a. m. to noon 

Edgemont Presbyterian Church 

(540) 965-3916 
 

 
REFORMATION SUNDAY  

October 27, 2024 

Service will be held at McAllister 

Memorial Presbyterian Church  

@ 11:00 AM 

 

 

 



 Presbyterian Women 

met for lunch in the 

new dining room on 

September 12th at 12 

noon with the meeting 

following at 1:00 P. M. 

 

Ann Marie E.  shared chips to have 

with our sandwiches which made our 

lunch fun. We really enjoyed being 

together for the first time this year.   

Ann W.  brought some of her garden 

harvest treasures to share with the 

group.  There were 10 ladies in 

attendance. 

 The best surprise was to have Ruby 

Sharp with us. Pictures of 

grandchildren were shared which 

made us all smile. 

 

 

Our newest member is Sally Irvine.  

We welcomed her and all introduced 

ourselves. Thank you, Pastor Susi, for 

inviting her to our group. (no photo) 

The devotion was from “Our Daily 

Bread” given by Pam Pace.  The 

emphasis is how we listen for God’s 

voice from many sources.  

 

Under old business discussion was 

made about getting the new kitchen 

ready when we helped bring items 

from downstairs.  We also discussed 

bringing gently used clothing for the 

Presbyterian Children’s Home of the 

Highlands Foster Closet Project, 

located in Wytheville.  The blue tote in 

the Heritage Room is for donations.   

Brenda Linkenhoker has agreed to 

deliver the clothing to the PCHH that 

is collected. 

The treasurer’s report was given by 

Barbara Fawley. We have a balance of 

$434.53. At this time, we are not 

taking a collection until the need 

arises. 

Our directory is being updated so if 

you have any changes, please call Ann 

Marie at the church so they will be 



accurate. She will have your new one at 

the October meeting. 

 

The summer birthdays were shared by 

Jeanie Morrissette and they included: 

 

June 16  Connie Moynihan 

July   8 Jean Johnson 

July 28 Barbara Fawley 

Aug. 10 Susi Ennis 

Aug. 28 Mildred McCabe 

Sept.  6 Beverly Warburton 

Sept.  7 Brenda Linkenhoker 

Our social committee is exploring 

restaurants for our Christmas 

luncheon and a report will be given at 

the next meeting. 

 

We are 

planning to 

have a 

Christmas 

Luncheon 

on 

Thursday, December 12th, so please 

watch in your bulletin and newsletters 

for an upcoming announcement about 

the location and time.  

 

We are planning our study guide for 

this year; however, we have a surprise 

Bible Study already planned for 

October.   Other plans include a 

Loaded Baked 

Potato Soup in 

November so you 

will need to bring 

a soup cup for 

that month.  

 

Jeanie Morrissette circulated a list for 

those who would like to be willing to 

do a devotional reading for our future 

meetings. 

Pastor Susi led our Bible study from 

our booklet “Sacred Encounters”. 

This was the last of these stories of 

women in the Bible who helped to 

advance God’s word. She shared a map 

to help us understand how far Peter 

had to walk to raise Tabitha from the 

dead. Tabitha was very instrumental in 

caring for people and ministering 

among the widows of her community.  

We closed with prayer. 

Next meeting October 10th at noon to 

eat a BYO sandwich and a 1:00 P.M. 

Bible study.   ~ Pam Pace 
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  1   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 

 
  

2   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 
 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

3   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

 

4   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

5   Devotions  
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6    Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
 

Worship, 11:00a 
 

World 
Communion 

P&GW  

7   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

 8  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 
 

9    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a  
 

VOUCHERS  
DUE, 10a 

 
Choir 

Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

10   Devotions 

   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

Presbyterian 
Women  

1p 
 
 

11    Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
12     Devotions 

    w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 
Covington 

Memory Café 
10-noon 

Edgemont PC 

13   Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 

NO Bible Study  
Worship, 11:00a 

 
Pulpit Supply 
Linda Trumbo 

14   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

  

15   Devotions 
 w/ Daniel, 8a 

NO Coffee & 
Convo 

 
NO 

BIBLE STUDY 

16    Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

17    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

18    Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

19   Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 
 

 

20     Devotions 
w/ Daniel, 8a 
Social Time, 

9:30a 

Bible Study 9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 
  

21   Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
       

 22 Devotions 
 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
 

M &S 1 pm 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 
 

23   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 
 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

24 Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 

 

25   Devotions 
  w/ Daniel, 8a 

 
 

26  Devotions 
   w/ Daniel, 8a 

 

27   Devotions 

w/ Daniel, 8a 
NO Bible Study  

   

@ McAllister 
Reformation 

Sunday 
Worship, 11:00a 

28  Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 

 

29 Devotions 

 w/ Daniel, 8a 
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
VOUCHERS 

DUE, 10a 
Newsletter 
 Due 10a 

TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p 

30   Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
 
 
 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
Chancel 4:30p 

Handbells 5:30p 

31 Devotions 

  w/ Daniel, 8a 
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