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The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23, NRSVue)

As we stand at the door into 2025, some of us are looking forward to all the
possibilities in front of us. Others may be looking ahead with hesitation in consideration
of those same possibilities.

The beginning of a new calendar year is celebrated in different ways. There is
the practice of making New Year’'s Resolutions. These goals for the coming year to
seek joy and hope. According to a Forbes magazine poll of 1000 adults the most
common resolution made for 2024 had to do with fitness.

Fitness can cover a myriad of areas. Is it physical fitness, mental health fitness,
financial fitness, spiritual fithess, or relationship fithess? Whatever the area, people
have recognized a need to make changes to their lives.

It is a challenge to make changes to the ways we live. This same poll found that
the average life of a New Year’'s Resolution is 3.74 months. Just short of 4 months to
abandon the goals one makes to better their lives. We can find several reasons for
this; busyness, distraction, the change is too big to accomplish, or we were not
committed to it in the first place.

There is one resolution that we can make that should be renewed every day.
This is the resolution to commit ourselves to God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
There are a variety of Bible verses that help us to see this. Through Isaiah God says
this; “Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. | am about to do
a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 63:18-19, NRSVue)
Paul writes to the Corinthians; “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!”

(2 Corinthians 5:17, NRSVue)

Every day is our opportunity to renew our relationship with God and with life.
While we do not hang onto events of the past, we do learn from them. Whatever we
have done we are challenged to learn from those events and to do better. This is
possible because God loves us, all the time. God’s love does not leave us. We know
this because Jesus is the Son of God, human and divine, whose life was given in love.
When we remember that love and live in that love, we are given grace and mercy. We
live in hope and joy.

Embrace your relationship with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit each and every
day. | pray that you will experience the love which emanates from our God and the
new life this brings.

~Happy New Year, Pastor Susi



JANUARY

BIRTHDAYS

4  Jeanie Morrissette
12  Adam Hise

13  Donald Baker

13  Linda Trumbo

15  Blayne Oliver

16  Mike Harless

21  Cathy Snyder

23  Phil Amick

30 Pat Howard
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SOUTH COVINGTON CARE
PANTRY REPORT

Families | # Of Family
STATISTICS Served Members

October 2024 192 727
November 2024 | 188 741

We paid Feeding Southwest Virginia $8,855.44
for food and meat during this 2-month period.
Our bills went up 17% over the previous two
months, but the number of families served went
up 44%. Fortunately, we have been able to
provide a generous amount of meat and other
groceries to each family. Our really busy day was
November 19 when we served 60 families!
WHEW!!

BLESSINGS
| failed to report that in August a friend donated a
new small chest freezer, which has been
continuously in use!
South Covington UMC donated 27 miscellaneous
food items.
Friends delivered and donated garden-grown
tomatoes, green peppers, and banana peppers.
The Covington Woman’s Club donated 48
miscellaneous food items, as well as the donation
noted above.
A friend delivered and donated 85 miscellaneous
food items, including sugar and flour.
Members of Granbery Memorial UMC delivered
and donated 108 food items.
The Patterson Family donated and delivered 33
items, mostly boxes of cereal.
Aspen Hill Farms donated 10 dozen eggs.
COPE Food Pantry delivered a couple trash bags of
new flip flops which they had picked up from a
local merchant.
The Kern Family donated deli trays, bread, and
sandwiches from an excess of bereavement gifts.
Calvary Christian Church members harvested
turnips again this year and delivered 15 large bags
to our pantry.
Our Pantry Team not only works tirelessly, but one
person donated $300 worth of groceries and two
others donated an additional 21 items.
Johnson Creek ARP church donated 73 items which
were delivered by a member.

Deposits October — November 2024
Alleghany Retired Teachers
$127.00 | Association
$1,500.00 | Smurfit Westrock
$50.00 | Covington Woman’s Club
$125.00 | First Presbyterian Church
$300.00 | Granbery United Methodist Church
$300.00 | Mt. Carmel Methodist Church
Hope Sunday School Class,
$100.00 | Edgemont ARP Church
$1,660.00 | Individuals
$4,162.00 | TOTAL




e We are still accepting adult clothing, household
items, and children’s clothing and toys.

ISAIAH 58:10 (RSV) “If you pour yourself out
for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.”

We are always happy to receive any donated
food items! We continue to ask for the
following items not available from Feeding
Southwest Virginia: STUFFING MIX AND
CORNBREAD MIX

We have purchased laundry detergent to give
each family for Christmas. If you have a heart to
help with this cost, please make your check
payable to S C Care Pantry. We thank our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ for all the blessings
showered on us this year so that we can continue
to serve our Alleghany Highlands neighbors in
need. May God bless each of you for all you do to
support this mission of love. Please continue to
pray for all those who work so hard in our Pantry
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, as well as picking
up from Food Lion on the weekends.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY AND
BLESSED 2025!
Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team

On Monday, January 13t the Session
will meet at First Presbyterian Church
at noon for a luncheon with Carl Utley
and an important meeting will follow at
1:00 P. M.

First Presbyterian Church
Congregational Annual Meeting
will be held on January 26, 2025

after the morning service.

Please plan to attend!

This year’s Angel Tree in the Narthex
was adorned with the beautiful
crocheted angels, lovingly made last
year by Frances Withrow.

Each individual who brought a
donation of children’s pajamas for
the 2024 Christmas Mother
Program was invited to hang an
angel on the tree. Thank you all for
your generosity! The large gift box
was full of pajamas and the tree
became beautifully decorated.

Congratulations to Meredith Minter for
being inducted into the National Honor
Society at AHS this past year!




The Presbyterian Women met
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Pray’ led by Pastor Susi. MAKE HIS FACE SHINE ON YOU

AND BE GRACIOUS TO YOU

Wishing everyone a great holiday and a Happy Z}L‘Ly Z%Z @M/
New Year for 2025! Please remember we donot + TURN HIS FACE TOWARD YOU
meet in January and our next meeting will be held AND GIVE YOU PEACE

February 13, 2025! The Bible Study lesson will be
on “Listen to God”. We will send out more

information about this meeting as we get closer to »\ “" -m }.;,7

the date.

Numbers 6:24-26
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Pam Pace

PRAYING GOD GIVES YOU A

Jear of Javor

FULL OF HIS UNENDING LOVE.

May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us...

HAPPEY NEW YEAR



Inclement Weather

It is that time of year when the weather might cause challenges for us. If the weather is ever such
that you feel it is not safe to go out, | urge you to follow your heart. God will understand.

Should we have the need to close the church Sandra Minter, Ronnie Hise, and Pastor Susi confer
to make the decision. If it is decided that we will close the notice will go out as follows:

1.

WDBJ TV which is channel 7 will be notified.

2. The Big Country and River radio stations will be notified.
3.
4. If you do not have access to any of these outlets, you can always call one of the people

The church Facebook page will be updated.

identified who make the decision.

It is my prayer that we will not have a challenge in the coming months but it is winter in the
Alleghany Highlands.

~Pastor Susi

Happy New Year/

2025



First Presbyterian Church

Sunday services are In-Person and streamed on YouTube
Sunday School via Zoom — Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

JAMUAPY 2024

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
No Choir
5 No 6 7 8 9 10 11
Sunday School Coffee & Convo Choirs VOUCHERS
Worship, 11:00a Epiphany 8:30-10:30a Chancel, 4:30p DUE, 10a
Guest Speaker BIBLE STUDY No PW Meeting
6:45p in January
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Social Time, . Coffee & Convo |W & M meeting
9:30a Session 8:30-10:30a 1p
Sunday School Lunch with
9:45a CarlUtley | TUESDAYNITE
Worship, 11:00a at Noon BIBLE STUDY Choirs
i . 6:45
communion | Meeting at1:00p P Chancel, 4:30p

Handbell, 5:30p

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Social Time, Coffee & Convo Choirs
9:303, 8:30-10:30a ceal A
Sunday School I-? ha:; elll’ ‘;%%p
9:45a TUESDAY NITE | Handbell, 9:50p
Worship, 11:00a BIBLE STUDY
6:45p
26 27 28 29 30 31
Social Time, Coffee & Convo February
9:30a, 8:30-10:30a Newsletter
Sunday School TUESDAY NITE Items
9:45a BIBLE STUDY Due 10a
Worship, 11:00a 6:45p Choirs
- VOUCHERS | chancel, 4:30p
Congregational DUE.102 | Handbell, 5:30p

Annual Meeting

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~ Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com
185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org.



