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God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
(I John 4:26) 
 
 God is Love.  This is such a magnificent sentence.  Not only is God love, but God 
loves us, each and every one!  The letter of First John speaks of God’s amazing love 
for people.  Just listen, “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his 
only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” (I John 4:9-10) 
 Friends, we need to remember that God’s love for us is unconditional.  Let’s face 
it, people are not always loveable.  From the 3rd chapter of Genesis people have acted 
in ways that disappoint God.  Generations of Israelites turned their backs on God, 
choosing to follow other gods.  Yet despite appearances, God did not withdraw love 
from the people.  There were periods of time they endured the consequences of poor 
choices before God came and restored them. 
 Then God’s plan for ultimate redemption was put into place.  That was Jesus.  
Jesus is the Son sent in love to be as I John says the atoning sacrifice.   
 Reading through any one of the 4 Gospels we see a man who spent 3 years of 
His life showing people of the world that God loves each of them.  Jesus healed the 
sick; restored sight to those who were blind and hearing to those who were deaf.  He 
helped the hungry to eat.  He calmed storms at sea for the disciples. 
 Even when Jesus faced the Pharisees and other critics, He spoke in ways to 
show them that they had a misguided and narrow view of God and Godliness.  We 
know that even as He was dying, Jesus’ love was shown as he said; “Father, forgive 
them,” (Luke 23:34, NRSVue). 
 Jesus’ commandment was that we are to love God with all our being and to love 
one another as He has loved us.  Even when the Pharisees had Him condemned to 
death, Jesus showed great love for them by praying for their forgiveness. 
 Jesus prays for God’s forgiveness which results in grace and mercy to fall upon 
every one of us.  Again, I reiterate, God’s love is unconditional.  It does not depend 
upon our ability to be perfect.  We are justified by our faith, by our trust in God, Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 
 As we walk into stores for the next several weeks and see all of the heart shaped 
candy boxes, the red and pink clothing, flowers, and other Valentine’s Day gifts.  
Remember that we have received God’s gift of love, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. 
 In God’s love, 
 

                                           ~ Pastor Susi 



 

    
  

 
       February Birthdays 

  6 Terri Lee Slate 
14 Ed Patterson 
14 Ruby Sharp 
18  Debby Amick 
23 Lucy Pillow 
25 Meade Snyder 
28 Lee Snyder 
 

Hello from Worship and Music 

We are beginning a new and busy year in our church. We have many things to think about and 

consider decisions for. The Worship and Music Committee will strive to keep everyone aware of 

things going on within our committee. 

COMMUNION will be observed February 16, March 2, May 11 and June 15.  After June our 

communion services will depend on who the speaker is for our Sunday morning service and if they 

can/will serve communion. The selected date after June are August 17, September 14, October 5, 

November 23 and December 14. 

OTHER SPECIAL SERVICES in planning are: Shrove Tuesday at Mallow, Ash Wednesday at FPC, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Sunrise Service. We are hosting the Ash Wednesday service, 

which will be followed by fellowship with a light dinner. 

We have Kitchen Rules poster in the Kitchen. Please read these rules when planning an event 

involving the kitchen. 

Fire blankets are also located in the new kitchen by the ovens and in the Parlor Kitchen by the 

refrigerator. 

We are planning to host the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands Foster Clothes Closet 

at our church on March 7th from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm. They will be giving clothes to anyone who 

needs them. This is an outreach of the home we are proud to be a part of.  All we are required to 

do is supply a room, they take care of everything else.   

Hope you are having a great new year. 

Brenda Linkenhoker 



 
                                      

Happy New Year 

to the 

Presbyterian Women!  
 

With the year 2025 here, we are so fortunate to have each other and to look forward to being together 

at First Presbyterian Church. Here are some pictures and a recap of our December meeting. 

  <<<<Pastor Susi and Sally Irvine  

The Presbyterian Women met on 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 and we 

had13 women in attendance that 

enjoyed a sandwich before our meeting 

began.  Emily shared beautiful pretzel 

cookies with the group and Ann 

Woodward shared her delicious Scotch 

Cookies.  Barbara Fawley gave our 

treasure’s report and brought Christmas 
gifts to our sextant, secretary, and our 
minister from our group.  We are so 
grateful for all they do to help us as this 
part of our church family. 
 

Our card chairman, Jeanie Morrissette, presented the 
birthday  
list for December and January.  
We all wished them a Happy Birthday! 

 
PW December & January Birthdays: 
Dec.    1 Ann Woodward 
Dec.  16 Barbara Hise 
Dec.  27 Eleanor Payne 
Jan.    4 Jeanie Morrissette 
Jan.    6 Joan Schiffeler 
Jan.  13 Linda Trumbo 

We had a report from our social committee and here are 
some upcoming ideas and plans. 
1. We will bring cornbread mix to our February meeting. 
2. We will plan a luncheon at the church when the weather 
gets warmer. 
 
 

IF ANYONE HAS A NICE QUILT, THEY WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE CHURCH  
TO HANG ON THE WALL IN THE FELLOWSHIP ROOM TO HELP ABSORB SOUND,  
PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OR BRENDA KNOW. THANK YOU! 



As an outreach, the PW group was asked to visit members 
who are no longer able to get to church. A list of people 
was given to us to make a visit and to let them know their 
church family cares for them. Since this happened before 
the meeting, we were able to share with the group about 
our opportunity to visit. We delivered soup and bread from 
Luca’s Pizza to these members: 
1.  Jim and Connie Oliver 
2.  Helen Gaylor 
3.  Francis Withrow 
4.  Eleanor Payne 
5.  Mildred McCabe 
 

Just visiting with these people made all of us happy and they were so appreciative. Mildred, as 
soon as we get some better weather I will be coming for our visit. Thank you, Brenda Linkenhoker, 
for suggesting this project for our Presbyterian Women. 

 
Sandra shared with our group about upcoming musical 
programs at our church as well as others. 
 
The business meeting ended and our leader Pastor Susi, led 
our Bible discussion on “Prayer”. 
She emphasized these points: 
 1. Prayer is interwoven into all spiritual disciplines because 
keeping company with Jesus involves talking to God. 
2. Prayer is taught to children. We discussed our night time 
prayer of “Lay Me Down to Sleep.” The “Lord’s Prayer” is 
another prayer we learned as a child. 
3. The purpose of prayer is to bring us in communion with God. 
4. If we become closer to God we are changed. 
 
Ann Marie presented all of us with “Prayer Crosses”. These 
were beautiful wooden handmade crosses to hold while we are 
praying. What an act of love. Thank you, Ann Marie. 

 
<<<<Emily showing us her beautiful earrings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                   Our two “Ann’s” >>>>> 

 



 

Our next meeting will be February 13th at the church at noon to fellowship and a “bring your own” 

sandwich and at 1 PM for our Bible Study - “Listen to God”. 

Don’t forget your cornbread mix. Thank you for all your love and support. 

 

P W Moderator 

Pam Pace 

 

 
Photo above is of our PW group from a couple of years ago. 

Around the table left to right: Barbara, Ruby, Eleanor, Pam, Helen, Francis, Jeanie, Mildred, Doris 

 

 

 

NEW COVER FOR CHAPEL PIANO 
 
The music department of FPC wishes to thank Lon and Sue 
Rollinson for a new and regulation cover for the piano in our     
chapel.   

 
A well-made cover is an important part of the proper care of such an 
expensive and intricate instrument.  We have previously kept it covered  
with just a large sheet. 
 
The specially-made cover ensures much better care of the instrument and 
we are grateful to Sue and Lon for their generous gift. 
 



First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday services are In-Person and streamed on YouTube 
Sunday School via Zoom – Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com 

   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
  

 

 

 
 

    
 
 
 

     
 

 

    
 

 

1     
 

 

 
 
 

2        
Social Time, 

9:30a 
Sunday School 

9:45a 
 

Worship, 11:00a 
 
 

3       
 

 

4   
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY  

6:45 p  

5      

 
 

 

 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

6   
 

 
 
 

7     
 

8       
 

9     
Social Time, 

9:30a 
Sunday School 

9:45a 
Worship, 11:00a 

 

Baptism 

10   
 

 
 
 

11    
 Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
VOUCHERS  

DUE, 10a 
 

TUESDAY NITE 

BIBLE STUDY 
6:45 p 

12     

 
 
 
 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

13     

 

PW Meeting 
1p 

(Bring your own 
lunch fellowship  

at noon!) 

14     

 

HAPPY 
VALENTINE’S 

DAY! 

15    

 
 
 
 

 

16      
Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Sunday School 

9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 
 

COMMUNION 

17    
 
 
 
 
 
       

 

 18  
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 

M&S meeting  
1p 

 (to be confirmed) 

 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY 

6:45 p  
 
 

19    

 
 
 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

 

20  
 

PRESBYTERY 
IN-PERSON 

@ Blacksburg 
Pres. Church 

 
 

21    

 
 

 
 
 

22    
      

 

23     
 Social Time,    

9:30a,  
Sunday School 

9:45a 
  Worship, 11:00a 

 

24   
 
 

 
 
 

 25   
Coffee & Convo 

8:30-10:30a 
TUESDAY NITE 
BIBLE STUDY 

6:45 p  
VOUCHERS 

     DUE, 10a 

 26  
Newsletter 

 Items  
Due 10a 

 

Choirs 
Chancel, 4:30p 
Handbell, 5:30p 

 

27   28    

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA   ~    Email:  FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com 
185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426  ~  (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org.

 


