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For | am about to create a new heaven and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what | am creating; for |
am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. (Isaiah 65:17-18
NRSVue)

God is all about newness. God is all about joy and delight. God is all about hope.
These are some of the things of Easter. Easter is our celebration of Jesus’ ultimate victory
over sin in our lives. We celebrate with joy and delight the hope we have for eternal life
because while Jesus died, He did not stay in the tomb.

Every moment of every day our lives are made new through Jesus Christ. Jesus
teaches us that each of us is a worthy person that receives God'’s love, grace, mercy, and
forgiveness. Despite any of our sin, it is still available to us when turn to God, trust in
Jesus, and rely on the Holy Spirit.

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the disciples continued the message of God’s
love to the world. They fanned out from Jerusalem into the towns and villages of Judea.
They spoke of Jesus and what His life meant to them and what it should mean to every
one of us.

One of our examples of how God brought about this new heaven and new earth is
found in Acts 9. Saul is a Pharisee who was bent upon snuffing out the memory and
teaching of Jesus. He does not understand that the significance of God’s Son rising from a
tomb that all would have eternal life. He does not see that following Jesus brings new life.

And then he experiences it for himself. Jesus comes to Saul on the road to
Damascus. In that encounter Saul receives a new life, a new way, a new understanding.
He stops using his Hebrew name Saul and begins using the name we know him by, Paul.
Now instead of working against God and Jesus, he becomes Jesus’ most fervent voice.

Paul joined the work of going to cities, towns, and villages to share the Good News
of the new life given to each person. He went out to places where the Jews lived alongside
Gentiles and spoke to all people about what it means to follow Jesus and to know about
the way Jesus has taken upon Himself our sin.

To the Corinthians Paul writes, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!” (Il Corinthians
5:17, NRSVue). Isn’t this just what Isaiah had said generations prior to Jesus’ birth?

Through the Son of God, Jesus Christ, there is new life in all things for those who
follow Him. On Easter we will loudly proclaim, “He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!” We do
this because we know that this man who was God Incarnate is indeed our Savior. The
One sent by God to show the world what new creation looks like.

Pastor Susi
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WOMEN Thanks for your generous spirit. Next

month we are going to bring tea bags for the food pantry.
As a reminder, we will be having our own high tea on
April 10th. You may opt to wear a hat or fascinator.

Looking forward to our special event. White gloves are optional. &

- Recently we delivered 17+ boxes of cornbread mix to each
Covington food pantry (COPE and SCCP) and from our

/ collection of donations for Safe Homes, feminine and

/ j 33." é' LM & & B hygiene products were delivered. Thank you for making this

" an important part of our mission to help.

We discussed delivering the soup and bread to our members who cannot get out and the
joy it brought sharing with them. Sometimes all it takes is a visit to really keep in touch.
They send you their love and appreciation for remembering them in such a special way.

We shared with our members that our P W provided Christmas gift cards to our minister
and staff. We are so grateful for all their work and how that keeps us together as a church.
They expressed their gratitude for these kind gifts.

Under new business we heard the treasurer’s report and the PW card list of birthdays since
December. Happy Birthday to all of these listed below:

Jan. 4 Jeanie Morrissette Feb. 18 Debby Amick
Jan. 6 Joan Schiffeler Mar. 15 Frances Withrow
Jan. 13 Linda Trumbo Mar. 20 Helen Gaylor

Feb. 14 Ruby Sharp



The social committee is planning a special luncheon for our final Bible Study in May. More
discussion will follow and details will be announced at the April meeting.

Brenda Linkenhoker shared the success of the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the
Highland’s Foster Closet mission trip to Covington with clothing for those in need. This
event took place on Friday, March 7t in the Chapel. She shared that the young people who
came to help with this project were so helpful and was a blessing to those who needed help.
Thank you for making Covington part of your donation schedule. The PCHH Foster Closet
plan to be back again in the Fall for another event. Brenda also talked to us about COPE
and explained how it cost over $1,000 a week in support for them to provide food
distribution in our area. Monetary donations are always welcome.

The meeting was adjourned and Pastor Susi gave our Bible study Lesson 3, titled “Listen to
God.” The scripture was from Samuel 3: 1-11 and Mark 1: 35-39. This lesson taught us that
when we listen, we make spiritual decisions after we have had opportunities to practice our
listening skills. We learned we are beloved of God. We may hear God’s message in music,
in nature as well as our time in prayer. Our study ended with prayer.

Looking forward to being together again April 10, 2025.

Presbyterian Women Moderator
Pam Pace
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One Great Hour of Sharing Collection on April 20, 2025

For 75 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a
way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world.

...inaworld of disaster, hunger, and oppression millions of people lack access to
sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People — all work in different ways to serve
individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development,
their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is traditionally received on Easter, April 20", There is a special
envelope in your offering box for this offering.

-- Mission & Service Committee



GREAT NEWS FOR SAFEHOME SYSTEMS, INC. !

A Presbyterian of the Peaks Community Outreach Block grant of $1,320.00 has been awarded
for SafeHome Systems, Inc. in Covington towards a new playground set.

We received a letter of thanks for a recent donation from the Executive Director of SafeHome
Systems, Inc., Brittany Stevens. Below is an excerpt from her letter:

“During the month of February, SafeHome provided 250 nights of shelter to those affected
by domestic and sexual violence. We continue to provide services to Alleghany, Bath and
Highland Counties to ensure everyone has a safe place to reside. We also provide
information to the community through outreach events, working with the school systems
and providing housing information as needed. Our mission is to work with our community
towards a community violence-free.”

GRACIOUS WORK OF OUR MISSIONARIES IN THE UKRAINE

A few words about the work being done by Elemér Barta, written by David Pandy-Szekeres.

“Elemér Barta carries out his duties as a missionary of the Reformed Church of the sub-Carpathian
Ukraine (RCCU). Having been originally assigned the task of serving as pastor within three village-
based Roma/Gypsy communities, he soon assumed additional responsibilities in the RCCU’s mission
outreach efforts. The first of these additional tasks was the taking on of the pastoral charge of the
RCCU Roma/Gypsy congregation in the city of Beregszasz; the next was taking on the oversight of
the RCCU’s Agape Centre site and the organization of the on-site summer camps for the Roma/Gypsy
children of the RCCU congregations, namely, one-week sessions for seven consecutive weeks. He
furthermore assumed the responsibility for organizing the annual “Family Day” event for the members
of the RCCU’s Roma/Gypsy congregations.

A kindergarten for Roma/Gypsy children, supported by a Dutch sponsoring organization, had already
been functioning for several years in one of the villages where Elemér was originally assigned but
eventually the sponsor terminated its support and the kindergarten closed. For the following few
months the building continued to serve as a prayer hall for the Sunday worship services of the mission
community but soon an energetic group of local folk, including and supervised by Elemér, proposed
to make expanded use of the building by providing a variety of broadened activities for people of all
ages, which would include worship services, Bible study groups, religious instruction for children,
evangelization events, afternoon tea programs for the elderly, sports and games, lectures and
presentations touching on different themes, the screening of films and discussing them afterwords,
cooking and baking sessions, excursions, etc. These activities all take place in the prayer-hall, former
kindergarten site, having been newly christened with the name "the Gloria Youth Centre".

Six months after the Ukraine-Russian conflict erupted, Elemér and his wife Ilona decided to launch a
"kitchen to serve the needy" for they had become aware of the need to supply this mode of assistance
—cooked warm meals— to the elderly, the lonely and the ill who had been left behind by their family
members in order to flee the feared negative consequences which would befall them as engendered by
the ongoing military conflict. Elemér had to actively lobby to acquire the necessary stove and oven as
well as to secure sources which would supply the necessary foodstuffs; Ilona has taken charge of
preparing and cooking the meals three times per week which she then delivers herself to the twenty
destinations designated to be needy. Each portion delivered is sufficient for two days.

During the time of the covid pandemic Elemér took to the computer and conducted his worship
services and Bible studies on-line. But he continues to this day to provide a daily on-line Biblical




meditation every morning because he says that there are several hundred people who tune in and it
would be folly to not provide such a meditation.

Never short of ideas, Elemér’s latest project involves trying to construct a smaller sports terrain with
artificial surface and surrounding fencing in the large back yard of the Youth Centre lot. This would
prove useful for different sports activities and offer a protected environment for the youngsters.
Despite having no available funds for such an undertaking, Elemér was able to organize volunteers to
provide the necessary labor and, amazingly enough, much as Elemér believed, unexpected donations
with which to purchase the necessary materials began to trickle in. Significant progress has now been
made in realizing the project but there is still a way to go and more funds are needed to achieve
completion. Until those funds arrive —and Elemér is certain that they will if the Lord deems his efforts
worthy— Elemér and his co-workers at the Youth Centre will wait patiently and continue to serve the
community in their different roles.

At present, Elemér’s wages and the maintenance of his van, as well as the budget for the activities of
the "Gloria Youth Centre" are provided at minimal levels by an American congregation, namely First
Presbyterian Church in Covington, Virginia. Despite these minimal levels of financial support, where
and when there are people dedicated to the cause of Christ, the limits of what can be done cannot be
defined.”

Following are some photographs of some of the activities discussed above:
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Prior to the above reporting by David Pandy-Szekeres, as we checked with him in February on sending our
annual support for the work that he and Elemér do, we learned the following about David and his family:

“l was not able to respond because | was on the road for the last 14 hours, returning to our home in
Hungary from my wife's home village in Transylvania. We were there for an entire week preparing
and participating in the baptism of our first grandchild, five-month old Zsofia Sophia in English; see
below photos.

Granddaughter Zsofia is the daughter of our second son, Daniel, and his wife Virag, "Flower" in
English. The godfather and godmother, the latter being older sister of Virag the one holding Zsofia,
are the ones on the inside on the photo below. Daniel and Virdg are on the outside, at either end of the
grouping. The pastor is the pastor of the local church. We live about a five-hour drive from where
Zsofia presently abides with her parents, all within Hungary proper. But this baptism took place in
Transylvania, Rumania, in the home village of my wife Anna. This was Daniel and Virag's decision.

Today's return trip from there took 14 hours. Normally it would take only five or six for us but we
stopped several times on the way to visit with different friends in different places. For Daniel, Virag
and Zsofia their return trip takes about seven hours without any lengthier stops.

The attached photos below: one is baby Zsofia in the cradle handmade by her great grandfather and having
served many previous babies in the family. Grandmother, my wife, Anna, is looking on. The last photo of
Zsofia by herself was taken on the day of -- you guessed it -- the Super Bowl.”

The Mission & Service Committee are so grateful
for the deligent mission work done by David Pandy-
Szekeres and those he oversees.
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What a wonderful week we had March 5" — 7th. We hosted the Ash Wednesday service on
March 5. Following the service all attending met in the Chapel for a light dinner. It was a
meaningful time to socialize with our fellow Presbyterians. Fun and laughter for the stone-
cold Presbyterians!

On March 7%, the Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highland’s in Wytheville, VA held
their Foster Closet here in our Chapel. The young people with Director, Billy Rice, were
amazing. We shared many blessings with our community. The closet is supported by our
mission benevolence. On the next page is a message from the PCHH Foster Closet:

Hello to All from The Presbyterian Children’s Foster Closet!

We had a wonderful day on March 7% serving our community with free clothing. The clothes
are donated from kind, supporting people from all over the state. The truck arrived at 10:30
am and the young people had it unloaded and the closet set up by 11:00 am. We had people
waiting before we opened the door.

Happy faces were seen all around. The clothes are free and no questions were asked. The
participants could take as many pieces of clothing as they wanted. Most left with at least one
full large bag. Over 40 people attended that day and some were shopping for more than one
family. At least 60 bags of clothes were taken.

It was a most blessed day for all who participated.

As we approach Easter, we are participating in the Presbyterian Prayer breakfasts held
every Tuesday morning at 9:30 am at Mallow Presbyterian Church and the Lenten Lunches
held every Wednesday at noon at many different local churches (see calendar for the
different locations). Pastor Susi will speak on April 2" at the Parrish Court UMC luncheon.

For Palm Sunday morning, on April 13™, we will gather with other local churches at 10:45
am in front of Covington City Hall and then gather in our sanctuary for worship at 11 am.

On April 17t the Maundy Thursday service will be held at Low Moor Presbyterian Church
at 7:00 pm.

On April 18t™ the Good Friday service will be here at First Presbyterian Church at 5:30 pm.

An Easter Sunrise Service will be held on April 20t at the *Cliff View Golf Course at 7:00 am
with our Easter Service in the FPC Sanctuary at 11:00 am.

We will not be streaming any services until fall.




PASTORAL CALL
This is list of the types of pastoral call choices we can made for a new pastor,
Please, read and pray over the type of minister best suited for our church. This will be discussed at our
listening meeting. In your prayers also consider our church’s presence in our community.
Two types of pastors are:
Ordained and Installed —has attended seminary and received a Masters of Divinity degree.
Commissioned Lay Pastor (CP in our Presbytery) — an elder who, after completing a course of study
and examination by the Presbytery, is granted a local commission to lead, preach, and provide pastoral
care within a specific congregation or ministry.
Sunday Supply
This would be someone who speaks on Sunday but has no obligation to the church. They do not
need to be a minister or CLP.
Temporary Supply Pastor
This can be a CP or a retired ordained pastor. This is a pastor who ministers to the church until
we find a permanent called pastor.
Interim Pastor
This is usually an ordained pastor who is trained as an interim. They CANNOT become the
called pastor. This pastor is not responsible for visitation or policy changes. They do moderate
the Session. The main duty of this minister is to guide the church to making a call for a minister.
They usually do not work more than 20 hours a week. This can be a retired minister or CP.
Transition Pastor
This is a pastor who serves the church until we call a permanent pastor. They CAN become the
called pastor. This position has the same duties as a Interim. This could be either an ordained,
retired, or CP pastor.
Part Time Call Pastor
This is a called pastor who serves the church 3 days a week. They are responsible for the
pastoral care of the congregation (moderate the session, visitation, policy change, any other duty
of an installed minister) This minister can be an ordained minister or a CP.
Full Time Called and Installed Pastor
This is a full time called minister.
Partnership Pastor
This is a pastor who shepherds two churches. The churches do not worship together.
This would be an agreement between the two churches with regards to time spent at each church

and salary.
First Presbyterian Church Preschool 2024-2025 Class
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First Presbyterian Church

Sunday School is in-person and via Zoom — Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at: pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

April 2024
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