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When [Jesus] he had said this, as [the disciples] were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. (Acts 1:9, NRSVue)

This is the Ascension of the Lord. It is recorded in the Bible 2 times. At the end of Luke’s
gospel in chapter 24 and as Acts begins in chapter 1.

According to Acts 1:3 Jesus spent 40 days appearing to the disciples and others. Luke tells us
that he appeared to 2 men traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus on the day of His resurrection. As they
travelled Jesus told them what prophets had declared about the Messiah. He spoke of what the
Scriptures said about the Messiah. Only when they reached Emmaus were their eyes opened to see
that it was the Risen One who was traveling with them.

John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene in the garden that day and
then that night he appeared to fear filled disciples who had locked themselves behind doors. He also
appeared the next week when Thomas was among them so that Thomas could also experience the
Risen Christ.

It is in the 3 verse of Acts 1 that we learn that the Resurrected Jesus spent 40 days continuing
to speak with them and show them what God is doing. In those 40 days he spoke to them repeatedly
about the Kingdom of God. Before His arrest, crucifixion, and death; Jesus had spoken about the
events that they had just experienced. Now Jesus expands their understanding by weaving in what
had happened with His resurrection.

The disciples are eager to learn so that they can go and do what Jesus mandates to them which
is tell the world about God and God’s kingdom as He has taught them. Still believing that the Kingdom
of God is about an earthly kingdom, they ask if this is the time. Jesus tells them not to be concerned
with timing, that belongs to God.

Through study of Scripture; the things that Jesus did and taught we have come to understand
that the Kingdom of God has always existed because it is not an earthly one but it is a spiritual one. It
is the Spirit of God living in each of us. It is the Word of God, Jesus, living in each of us. It is the trust
we have in God that we cling to each day. God’s timing on the coming of the Kingdom is past, present,
and future.

We are told that as they watched, Jesus was lifted up into the cloud, out of their sight. Why?
Because again, God’s timing. It is now time for Jesus’ physical earthy presence to end. Now is the
time for Jesus’ glorious spiritual reign. In the Apostles’ Creed we state, “he ascended into heaven and
sitteth on the right hand of the Father”.

In that creed we have already stated our belief in Jesus as the Son of God and as such a divine
member of the Trinity — blessed God, Three in One!

The work of God’s redemption through Jesus Christ is here. Just before Jesus is lifted into the
heavens, he tells them, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8,
NRSVue)

As those who believe in Jesus Christ and follow Him and God’s will for our lives; this is a
mandate for us as well. We are witnesses to the ends of the earth that God is indeed God; that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God who died and rose again. And we are witness to the pouring out of the Holy
Spirit on each of us on that first Pentecost day.

In the words of Jesus Christ, “Go and be His witnesses” everywhere.

Pastor Sust



May Birthdays The Alleghany Highlands Chorale

1 Calvin Wright, Jr. will present a Spring Concert
1 Amanda Swartz Garafolo at First Presbyterian Church
16  Christy Rollinson on Sunday, May 4t at 3:00 P. M.

21 Adrienne Snead Please plan to attend!

24 Sandra Minter

/ £ \ Presbyterian Women met on Thursday, April 10t for a sandwich at noon and at
° . 12:30 P. M. we had High Tea, wearing hats, fascinators, gloves and enjoyed
\AYA’) some delicious, beautiful treats. A huge “Thank You!” to

\_%/ the social committee of Emily Amick, Jean Johnson, and W :

pREspyTERIAN  Barbara Fawley. We met in the Fellowship Room, which
e is our newly refurbished dining area, and a blue and
white quilt was on display called “Alaska” made by Pam Pace. Jeanie and
Ron Morrissette and Mike Harless installed it as a wall hanging. Jeanie
bought and put in place some much-needed comfortable cushions for our
chairs in the Fellowship Room. The following pictures show our fun event.

There were 14 ladies in attendance and we were excited to have Sally’s
sister, Becky Irvine join us for the first time.

Emily Amick shared an article about Tea from one of Mildred’s Reader’s
Digest, including the fact that April 215t is “National Tea Day”.

very thoughtful devotion on “Simplicity”
for our group, which offered us ideas and
encouraged us to simplify our lives.



Our business session included a thank you note from the Presbyterian Children’s Home of
the Highlands. Our contributions were greatly appreciated. It was noted they brought a
van of clothing for our local people of all ages. There were many families in the Covington
area to be served. SafeHome Systems also sent a thank you note for our gift of items for
those needing their service. Our PW have been faithful to provide household items,
clothing and other needed supplies for them.

We sent boxes of tea and other goodies to our local food pantry.
Thank you, PW, for your generous donations to those

organizations we help.
We heard the treasurer’s report

from Barbara Fawley and Jeanie
Morrissette updated us on who she
mailed cards to in April. Birthday celebrations ’
included Doris Swartz and Denise Pillow.

Pastor Susi led our Bible study Lesson 4, titled, =
“Embrace Simplicity”. We discussed a spiritual I
discipline of embracing
simplicity to free our
time and our mind to
listen to God. We all
agreed that cleaning out
clutter gives us more

time for serving God.
Pastor Susi closed with a prayer.

Our final meeting
will be May 8th at
noon. We are

holding a
B luncheon at Anne
. = .‘ Wright’s Camp
% for our last meeting this spring. Our Bible study
2% Lesson 5, is titled, “Unplug”.
¢ This will be our last meeting together with Pastor
Susi, as she will be retiring end of June 2025. We are
i very appreciative of her leadership for our Bible
Studies for the past several years now. Wishing her
: 3 the best in her future endeavors.
Presbyterian Women Moderator
Pam Pace
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SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT

Statistics Families Served | # Of Family Members
February2025 133 476
March 2025 126 457
Deposits February — March 2025
$100.00 Johnsons Creek ARP Church
$100.00 Temple Baptist Fellowship Class
$1,770.00 First Presbyterian Church
$600.00 Women’s Ministries of Edgemont Presbyterian Church
$575.00 Memorials — Jerry Nicely
$100.00 Memorial — Ann Rickett
$910.00 Individuals
$4,155.00 TOTAL

Cost of groceries purchased from Feeding Southwest Virginia for this 2-month period was $6,772.03.

BLESSINGS
Alleghany Highlands Public Schools donated 36 cases of milk in small cartons which were about to go
bad. Team members picked them up from Jeter-Watson Elementary School.
New Hope Baptist donated the 215 items collected during their food drive. Team members picked them

up.

Friends delivered and donated 273 miscellaneous food items.

South Covington UMC donated 12 boxes of cornbread mix.

Members of Granbery Memorial UMC donated and delivered 152 items, including miscellaneous food and
bathroom tissue.

Members of Edgemont Presbyterian Church donated and delivered 91 miscellaneous food items.

The Patterson Family donated and delivered 21 boxes of cereal.

A member of First Presbyterian Church PW delivered 18 boxes of cornbread mix.

Many thanks for the monetary donations listed above.

We are still accepting household items, and children’s clothing and toys.

JAMES 2:14-17: “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking daily food, and one of you
says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” but does not give them the things needed for their
body, what use is that? Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”

We are always happy to receive any donated food items! We continue to ask for the following
item not available from Feeding Southwest Virginia: CORNBREAD MIX. We have brown beans
to go with the cornbread! (This is a repeat from last newsletter, but it is still true!) Please remember
this Pantry need when you grocery shop.

As Easter approaches, we pray that you will celebrate Jesus’ great sacrifice of love by continuing to
share your gifts with others. Your money and your purchases make a big difference in the lives of
many of our neighbors. Please continue to pray for all those come to our pantry for assistance and
for those who work so hard in our Pantry on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, as well as picking up from
Food Lion on the weekends.
HAVE A WONDERFUL AND BLESSED EASTER!
Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team



The Lord Is Faithful
Nadia Ayoub
Spring 2025
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the
good news to the whole creation.” Mark 16:15 (NRSVUE)

Celebrating the last day of the Greek Language School 2024
Dear friends, families and congregations,

| greet you all with the peace of our Lord
Jesus Christ. | thank the Lord for he is
faithful, and he keeps his promise to be
“= with us always. Thank you very much for
your kind messages, encouragement,
and your prayers. Thank you for
supporting me for many years to be
where the Lord has wanted me to be so |
could see his great work among the
nations and share his love with people in
need.

The Lord is good, and I trust he will continue to send people to share his love with those who still
are in need to hear the Good News of God’s love for them.

Thank you so much for all your help and care. | pray the Lord will encourage you to look forward
for new ways to continue his mission to save the lost, and for his kingdom to come, and His will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

My ministry started in 1997 in Kazakhstan, then in 2000, | was sent to Tajikistan. In 2010, | began
serving in Ukraine with the Hungarian Reformed Church. For seven years, | partnered with the
Reformed Church in Carpath-Ukraine to develop church-related early childhood education
programs in marginalized Roma communities to steadily improve the self-esteem and status of
Roma children and their parents. In 2018, | moved to Katerini, Greece to help refugees in Greece
with Perichoresis and the Greek Evangelical Church. Perichoresis initially served refugees from
Syria, and since 2022 has aided Ukrainian refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine. Perichoresis’
mission is to alleviate “human hardship regardless of ethnicity, race and creed.” | put my faith in
the knowledge that we are all members of the body of Christ, and we embrace our fellow humans
and strive to improve their lives.

| pray God bless you and keep you safe in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.

Serving Christ together,
Nadia Ayoub

To see a video from Nadia about her ministry click on the link below or enter this address below on your
browser.

https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-
areas/world-mission/nadia-ayoub



https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/world-mission/nadia-ayoub
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/world-mission/nadia-ayoub

Meet the Abukloi Secondary School Students who are now Going to School

FPC continues to provide 6 scholarships for girl students Abukloi Secondary School in South Sudan.
Here is the accompanying note from the program’s Rev. Dr. Elizabeth (Beth) Broschart, Director of
Development, Sponsorship Coordinator:

“Dear Members of Covington First Presbyterian:

It seems like this has been the winter that will never end, but the challenges of weather are even more
impactful for our students at Abukloi Secondary School.

Soon after school started in February and just as the team on the ground in South Sudan started to
assign sponsorship students to our VERY PATIENT sponsors, a heat wave descended on South Sudan.
This development caused the government to shut down schools for three weeks. Each time this
happens it takes considerable energy and effort to regroup with all students present. Just as that
seemed to be happening, a national holiday once again closed the schools for four days. To say that
we in the United States were experiencing frustration is an understatement — yet we are aware that life
in South Sudan does not always proceed as planned.

Administratively, the sponsorship program has grown rapidly which necessitated a restructuring of the
process and manpower. Things we often take for granted about reliable internet and electricity are not
readily available. As a result, we could continue to make excuses, but the bottom line is that we are
apologetic to those of you who have been waiting patiently to hear news of your student.

TODAY IS THE LONG-AWAITED DAY! Please find information about your student attached to
this email along with a letter of appreciation from the school principal. With six students, you will see
some changes. First, Elizabeth Panda Kuma is the student that was so ill last year. She was able to
return to school for which we give thanks. Unfortunately, Rebecca Atiel Daniel did not return to
school, and there has been no communication with her despite best efforts from the school
administration. A new student was assigned and her information is included in this communication.
[The two new students are: Prescilla Lith Makuek and Rebecca Awel Chol.]

We are so very grateful for your support of students at Abukloi Secondary School. There are many
great needs around the world, but we believe the students in South Sudan are among some of the
brightest and most dedicated that can be found.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
With warm regards”

When asked about the number of students that receive scholarships, we learned the following from Beth:
“At the end of 2024, we had 55 sponsors. As of today, the 2025 class has 80 sponsors and we are
hopeful that we will add 40 more. Most of the sponsorships raised for 2025 are for females — only
five males. In the past, families made sacrifices for the males, but we are finding more and more that
all the students really need outside help. Even though those who pay a stipend for tuition are paying
far less than their education costs.

There are approximately 650 students — all of them need a sponsor. It is an increasingly more
challenging fundraising landscape with much more at stake with the unrest in the economic and
political environment in South Sudan.”


https://www.abukloi.org/about

Note that in 2024 and again in 2025 there are a total of 11 girls that receive scholarships due to FPC, 6 directly
and 5 via a POP grant. And further on the scholarships, we learned:

The Presbytery of the Peaks sponsor 27 girls (so we sponsor 11 girls) and The United Methodists sponsor 16
The rest are individuals not connected to a specific fundraising effort.

For a variety of reasons, two that we supported in 2024 were not able to continue this year, be it no longer
available or being forced to marry. We have recently received brief bios of our 2025 six female students and
thank you notes for the support enabling them to be in school and reach for their dreams. They each have
career aspirations of being a medical doctor. We also included each girl’s hobby. We would like you to meet
them and see examples of the thank you notes from four of the students (who happen to have been also our
2024 scholarship students):

Figure 1. Khana Ayen Dhuor, 18 years, Figure 3. Rebecca Awel Chol, 18 years, Figure 5. Josephine Ayen Manyiel, 19
reading novels reading NEW years, netball

Figure 2. Prescilla Lith Makuek, 17 years, Figure 4. Elizabeth Panda Kuma, 19 Figure 6. Mary Amuor Mangar, 20 years,
Volleyball NEW years, debate netball

As you read that Khana Dhuor is an orphan and feels safe from marriage, however, Beth informs us otherwise:
“Surprisingly to us, it is not the parents who make that decision but a group of elders in the local
payem (community). They decide based on alliances. This is why it is so difficult. Marriage is part of
the economic system. It is a totally different culture based largely on cattle — and brides are worth
many cows. This young lady's confidence is misplaced.”

We are thankful to our congregations’ support for these students. -- Mission & Service
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Easter Greetings From our Missionary David Pandy-Szekeres working in the Ukraine

Yes, your congregation is the only one supporting Elemer
and his work. And yes, that is Elemer in the short-sleeved
white shirt and tie in the photograph which you sent. | am
forwarding you two more photographs of Elemer in action
[white shirt and tie here also — see below].

Wass Albert
1908-1998

| usually am not in the photos which I send because often
| am the one taking the photos. Although in this last case,
most of the photos which | sent were taken by Elemer or
one of his helpers. And I did find a recent photo of yours
truly [to the left] when I was reading at a literature recital
- event this past February.

The document below which | am sending is a report which
Elemer submitted to the local presbytery to give account
of his work. I put this through Google translator because |
did not really have time to do the translation and the Google version seems sufficiently comprehensible. This
| am sending so you can see in statistical form what Elemer does.

And to complete my brief missive, | would like to wish you and the members of the Covington congregation
a blessed Easter!

The risen Lord be with each and every one of you,

david p-sz

From Elemer Barta
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Venerable Synod of the Diocese. At your request, which
came to me in connection with my entrusted ministry, I
would like to report to you with great pleasure on my work
and service in 2024. In 2024, | held 115 preaching services
(Sunday and midweek), 4 funeral services, 4 baptismal
services, and 35 Bible studies in the Beregszasz Reformed
Church. I had 42 preaching services and two funeral services
in the various churches of the Bereg diocese. In addition to
these services, the Diocese Gypsy Mission Silent Day was
held in Nagybereg, the organization of which 1 also
, organized. In 2024, summer camps for gypsy children were
organized again, with more than 1,000 children participating. | was also responsible for organizing these
camps. My heart is very grateful that | can serve my Lord Jesus Christ. | have been doing everything I can to
contribute to the building of God's kingdom, and | will continue to do so. I ask God's blessings on your lives
and your service. Sincerely, Elemér Barta.

Respected Church District Council. I apologize for writing another letter, but | forgot to mention two things
about other activities directly related to my service, one is that in February 2024 | organized a trip for 50
Roma children to the Sérborn Castle and the Munkacs Castle, the cost of which was covered by the “Chance
for Life” charity foundation I run. The other service, which I forgot to mention in my first letter, was a summer
children’s camp at Lake Szelid (Hungary), which was made possible by the Pasarét Reformed Church. We
took 44 children from different churches for this week of camp, and | organized and supervised the
organization and implementation of this. I ask God’s blessing on their lives and services. The esteemed council
would also allow me to mention that this is part of his services, because he also has services in Ugocsa County,
but since no report was requested pertaining to this, | am taking the liberty of mentioning this.



Dear Council members, in my second letter | mentioned that | also serve in the diocese of Maramaros-Ugocsa,
but since no report was requested pertaining to this, 1 will only making little mention of it. But I thought |
would like to give the esteemed synod a little more detailed account of my (our) activities at the "Gloria Youth
and Mission Center".

In the year 2024, by the grace of the Lord, there were a total of 226 worship services at the Gloria Youth and
Mission Center. Worship, children's worship, Bible study and youth services (Good News Club, Teen Club)
were held on a weekly basis (Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday). There were worship services, children's
activities, and spiritual care almost every day. In addition, larger congregational programs involving more
people (other settlements) were organized: evangelism days, camp weeks, competitions, quiet days, film
clubs, tea parties.

In numbers this is 111 for worship, 52 for youth services (usually on Saturdays), 52 children's worship
services, 42 Bible classes, 15 larger events, and 6 trips to other churches or as part of our ministry (Batar,
Tiszaljlak, Tivadarfalva, Nagybereg, Nevetlenfalu, Ujakli) took place.

We started the year with a Week of Prayer between January 1-5. Prayer and prayer community are an
important part of the life of the church. Staff Bible classes are also regular.

In February (February 13-15), "Marriage Week" took place with the participation of 10 married couples.
These days were organized based on the Carpathian Basin program and theme, with biblical guidance.

Among the late winter programs, there was the Tea Evening following the "Marriage Week™ for the
"unmarried™ (also), where there was an opportunity for spiritual conversations pertaining to the Word for all
those sitting at the table.

In May, we announced a drawing competition on the theme of Pentecost, and the Péterfalva Art Gallery and
the GyEK also joined in the organization. On the occasion of this, additional summer-autumn programs were
also organized, e.g. craft activities at the Gldria Youth and Mission Center.

s ) From June 510 7, we held evangelism days
inos 19 | From July 15 to 20, we spent a week at the Bereg Camp campsite.

We organized a Children's Bible Week at the Center from August 5

to 9.

Our Teen Club youth participated in the Teen Retreat Day and Teen

Weekend organized by the GyEK in Beregszasz and at the Bereg

Camp campsite.

At the end of August, our children had the opportunity to camp in

Hungary, at Lake Szelidi, for a week.

On September 14, the Palanta Puppet Mission of Csetfalva visited us with a performance. The Nagypalad
Good News clubs also visited us for this occasion.
On September 28, we participated in the Nagybereg Gypsy Mission Retreat Day as a group.

In October, we gave thanks for the lives of the elderly within the framework of a festive worship service,
having spiritual conversations.

On October 27, we held the Feast of Light for the young people to present through a Bible lesson: who is the
Light of the World, and why Halloween is not exactly a Christian celebration.

On November 2, commemorating the 507th year of the Reformation, we organized a competition together
with the Tiszaljlak Reformed congregation based on the teaching lesson entitled The Life of Martin Luther.



On November 16, we held the Autumn Evangelization Retreat Day.

On December 14th, the Center was 3 years old, and the Kitchen for the Needy was 2 years old. With the
operation of the Kitchen for the Needy, we take care of the elderly. 25 people receive a two-course warm
cooked meal [sufficient for two days] twice a week.

In 2024, we started building the Sports Field to help spread the Gospel with sports activities and provide
useful pastime for young people. We believe that only the Lord Jesus Christ can provide a solid foundation
for their future, the future of all of us!

FPC PRESCHOOL SPRING 2025 NEWS

FieIdtrip to the local public library
Librarian, Tori Fertig, shows us the moves.

Easter Party Painting our Easter eggs

//M&é{ﬂ & Music News

Holy Communion will be shared on Mother’s Day, April 11t
Looking Ahead: We will have a luncheon in the Chapel following the morning service in the
Sanctuary on Sunday, June 29t in Honor of Rev. Susi Ennis’ Retirement.



First Presbyterian Church

Sunday School is in-person and via Zoom — Email Pastor Susi for a Zoom link at: pastor.susi.ennis@gmail.com

May 2024

Sun Momn Tue Wed Thu Fri Satt
1 2 3
FYI: _
Garth Newel has National
a Strings Class Day of Prayer
at FPC taught by
Madison Barnett Brenda taking
On Tuesdays clothes to
6-6:50 pm PCHH in
Wytheville
4  Social Time, |5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30am Coffee & Convo PW Luncheon
Sunday School 8:30-10:30am
9:45am at NOOT‘I
Worship, 11:00am and Meeting
CHORALE ) at1pm
SPRING TUESDAY NITE Chors
CONCERT BIBLE STUDY ﬁ:::gg,lf 45%%”:1 Preschool
FPC @ 3 pm 6:45 pm » 9:90p Meeting
4:30pm
11 sSocial Time, |12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30am Coffee & Convo
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YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA ~

Email: FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com

185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426 ~ (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org

We will not be live streaming any services until fall.




