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      “We Are Stronger Together” 

 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one you are part of it …  1 Corinthians 12:27 

Every person brings his/her own unique gift and talent that is needed by the community. It is 
this diversity that the Church finds its strength. Every person is needed. No one is less 
important than anyone else.   

Positives of our church family: 

• Sense of family 

o We laugh and cry together 

o We are brothers and sisters in Christ 

• Not just a number 

o Don’t get lost in a crowd 

o Each person is valued and cherished 

• Talents are appreciated 

o All gifts and talents are welcomed 

o We are God’s hands, feet, voice, eyes, etc. in action 

“The Importance of Community” from Psychology Today, posted 07.18.2023 

Experiencing a sense of belonging is vital for our psychological well-being. Being a part of a 
healthy community can help us feel connected to others, as well as feel we’re part of 
something larger than ourselves. A community provides belonging, support, and identity. 
Community reduces stress and isolation. 

In our society, people are searching for a sense of family…of community. May our church 
family take to heart Matthew 5:14…... “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden.” May our light shine bright!!!!     

Continued blessings, 

Linda 



                     Pastor Linda’s 

 
 

 
       August Birthdays____ 
   1 Harriet Snead 
  3 Billy Oliver 
  6 Martha Carter 
  8 Elyza Pillow 
10 Susi Ennis
12 Lucas Pillow 
17 Sue Rollinson 
26 Gary Whitmer 
28 Mildred McCabe
 

 
                                               
 

 
 

Starting Sunday, September 7th          9:45 AM – 10:30 AM      In-person & ZOOM  

We will be using “Praying & Teaching the Psalms” by Donald L. Griggs   

(no need to purchase the book) 

From the Introduction… “The Psalms are the word of God for our day in the sense that God 
speaks to us about who God is, who the human person is, and what their relationship is to 
each other. The Psalms are also the words of a Psalmist who speaks directly to God of the 
faith and fear, the praise and the lament, and the trust and doubt that the people of God 

experience.”  

We have such gifted and talented people in 
our church family; individuals who have 
expertise in numerous areas. I am creating a 
spreadsheet of gifts/talents/expertise that 
people would like to share with others in the 
community. The sharing may be a 1-day 
workshop (the specific structure would 
vary) …… Please let me (or Ann Marie) know 
[email or call] what you would like to 
share……… continued blessings, Linda 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday    
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Other times, please call 
cell phone:  540-969-9368 

(If no answer, please leave a message.) 

     Mailing address:  
 335 E. Madison St.,     

           Covington, VA 24426 
                Email address:    
      lgtrumbo220@lumos.net 



Worship & Music News 

Music on the Corner Event 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

Hosted a Piano & Organ Concert 

By  

Mitchell Garcia 

In Honor 

 of 

    Sandra Dodd Minter 
 Mitchell Garcia and Sandra Minter 
 Photo credit: Tammy Scruggs-Duncan 

 

It was a beautifully packed house at First Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, 

July 2, 2025 at 7 P. M.  Pastor Linda opened with words of welcome and 

introduced Mitchell Garcia.  Mitchell shared what Sandra Minter meant to him 

and how she had been his music instructor in his youth. Sandra followed 

Mitchell’s opening remarks with words of praise for Mitchell and his talents.   

Mitchell begins the concert on the Piano with a lively group of Patriotic selections.  

Moving to the organ he excites our ears with select pieces from Bach, Krape, 

Brahms and for the conclusion of this concert Mitchell played the Widor 

Symphony V Toccata, a favorite of First Presbyterian Church.   

A standing ovation was received and met with a humble bow. Mitchell finished off 

the perfect evening by honoring Sandra with a beautiful bouquet of red roses. 

Pastor Linda gave the benediction. And a time of sharing with all the guests 

followed and the First Presbyterian ladies offered homemade refreshments for all 

our guests in the Narthex.   

Jerry Clark from the Alleghany Journal did a Facebook Live 

event on their FB page and streamed and recorded the whole 

event!  Many images were shared online of the event. Many 

thanks to them for sharing this special occasion with the 

world.  

(Left) Photo of Denise and Brenda offering refreshments to our 

guests.  

Photo credit: Jerry Clark 

Donations received went to the Alleghany Highlands Arts Council and totaled 

$332.00.  Thank you to all that helped make this a great success!  



Meet Pastor Linda Trumbo 
 Linda is the daughter of Whitney and Betty Mae 
Trumbo. Her parents were educators. Her father 
was principal of Covington High School and 
Edgemont Elementary Schol. Her mother taught 
3rd and 5th grades at Jeter-Watson and Rivermont 
Elementary Schools. She is the sister of Marion, 
Malfourd (Susan), and Robert (Teresa). All three 
of the brothers go by the nickname “Bo”. 
She graduated from Covington High School, 

Radford University, and from the Presbyterian 

School of Christian Education in Richmond, VA. 

Her work experience has been with emotionally 

disturbed youth in various private and state 

agencies. She served churches in TX and TN as 

Director of Christian Education. Most recently she 

worked at EZPassVA in Clifton Forge.   

She completed the Presbytery of the Peaks’ Commissioned Pastor program through Union 

Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA. Leading worship with various congregational 

church families in the Alleghany Highlands and Lexington area was a joy. Being with 

brothers and sisters in Christ in worship… with God being present among us… refreshes, 

renews, challenges us to be God’s presence beyond the 4 walls of the sanctuary. 

The church family of First Presbyterian Church continues to faithfully follow Jesus’ 

instructions to his disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.” Matthew 28:19 -20. God is active and working through the church family of 

First Presbyterian Church to be God’s presence locally and internationally.   

                                                  

You are cordially invited to 
  

Linda Trumbo’s  
  

Commissioning Service 

 Sunday, August 24th at 4:00 P. M. 
  

 at First Presbyterian Church  
  

A reception will follow  
  

in the Chapel. 
  



Greetings to all PW members. I hope you are enjoying your summertime 
and getting to be with family and friends. Hope you are being safe with 
all the storms that seem to be prevalent during the afternoons.   
Our new books, “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus 
Christ” have been ordered and Ann Marie will be adding our names to 
them soon. We are making a plan 
to get them ready for pick up or 

delivery in August. 
 I had an opportunity to talk to Pastor Susi about the 
author of this book who was the speaker at the PW 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering held in 
Massanetta Springs.   She shared that the author made 
her talk so interesting that it held everyone’s attention 
for several hours. I hope we can find Resilience, Joy 
and our Identity while studying this book. 

Our first meeting/lesson 
will be on September 
11,2025. 
Pastor Linda and I met in 
July to introduce her to our 
PW group members and 
some of our projects we 
accomplished. We look forward to having her lead us through 
this Bible study. She is looking forward to sharing with us. 
 

Jeanie Morrissette will be asking you all to help with the devotional each month at our 
meetings and will get a list created of those who would like to help choose a month to share. 
 
Our member, Anne Woodward lost her brother this summer. Our condolences and love to 
Anne to help her manage her grief. 
 
PW Moderator  
Pam Pace 
 

Minute 4 Mission
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands 

Foster’s Closet will have a Clothing Give-Away 

on Thursday, August 14th at COPE - McAllister 

Memorial Presbyterian Church- from 11 A. M to  

2 P. M. Please help us get the word out into the 

community about this event.  Thank you! 

 

Pastor 

Linda 

Trumbo 



First Presbyterian Church 

 

August 2024
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
    

 
 1     
 

2     
 

 

 
 

 

3     
 

Worship, 11:00am 
 
 

4     
 

5  
 
 
 

 
  

6    
Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

7   

 
8  

 
 

9       

 

10     
Worship, 11:00am 

 
 
 

11   
 

 
 
 

12    

VOUCHERS  
DUE, 10am 

 

 

13    
Worship & Music 

1pm 
 
 

14     

PCCH 
Clothes Give 

Away at 
COPE 
11-2 

15     

 
16    
 
 
 
 

 

17    

  Worship, 11:00am 

COMMUNION 
 

SESSION 

18    
 
 

 
 
       

 

 19  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 20   
 
 

 

 21  
 

 
 

 22   

 
 

 
 

 23    

      

 

24       

  Worship, 11:00am 

Linda Trumbo’s 
Commissioning 

Service 
4:00 pm 

31 
  Worship, 11:00am 

25     
PRESCHOOL 

OPEN 
HOUSE  
6-7 PM 

26 
VOUCHERS 
 DUE, 10am 

  

27  
Newsletter 

 Items  
Due 10am 

 

28  
 

 

29 30 

  

YouTube channel: FPC CovingtonVA   ~    Email:  FPCCovingtonVA@aol.com 
  185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426      ~    (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org

We will not be live streaming any services until fall. 


