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1 Peter 4:10     New English Translation 

    “Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of 
the varied grace of God..”  

Matthew 28: 18 – 20       New Revised Standard Version Update Edition 

    18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to    me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” 

The sign outside the church is to let the community know that our church family is taking to 
heart these 2 scriptures.   We acknowledge that God, our Creator, has given each one of us 
unique gifts and talents to use to proclaim the Good News of God’s love. We offer our gifts and 
talents for God to use so that others may have a personal relationship with Christ. The 
relationship that KNOWS God’s faithfulness and love. That relationship that grounds us, 
renews us, challenges us.  All people are children of God, and God so wants all God’s children 
to accept the grace God freely gives. God wants all God’s children to live in eternity with God 
and the faithful who came before, and those that will come after. We don’t know what God will 
use to touch someone’s life (a smile, a call, a conversation, etc.); yet we offer all we are for 
God’s use…. knowing that the Holy Spirit works through us… we are God’s presence.  

Continued blessings, 

Linda 



                      
 
 

 
       September Birthdays____ 
  7 Brenda Linkenhoker 
  8 David Rollinson 
14 Jim Snyder 
15 Jacob Wright 
17 Steve Minter 
21 Jim Howard 
24 Jonathan Pillow 
26 Nicholas Pillow 

 

New Class 
begins on 
Sept. 7th 

 
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM      In-person & ZOOM 

          

The Forward in Faith Team met on Wednesday, July 30th at 1 P. M. 

Here are a few photos from their meeting in the Heritage Room.  
 
Team members include: 
Pastor Linda Trumbo,  
Jim Oliver, Doris Swartz, 
Brenda Linkenhoker and 
Denise Pillow 

 

 

         A Heartfelt Thank You 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and glad in it.     Psalms 118:24 

My Commissioning Service was a day of rejoicing and gladness. I appreciate the effort 
went into making the service and reception a reality. All of the prayers, the hugs, the 
laughter, the love that were shared with me and my family meant so much. I thank God 
for each of you being God’s presence to me on my journey. Continued blessings to you 
all.       Love… Linda 

 



First Presbyterian Church will host a Music on the Corner Event 

on Sunday, September 21st at 3:00 P. M. 
A recital by Madison Barnett on violin with Jeanette Fang on piano. 

 Madison Barnett is a product of, and local instructor for, the 

Allegheny Mountain String Project (AMSP). Barnett continues to 

serve her hometown, offering services as a violinist and string 

instructor. She began taking private violin lessons at 13 years old 

and at 17, joined the Allegheny Mountain String Orchestra. 

Madison graduated from 
Covington High School in 2018. 
She most recently attended the 
Ohio State String Teacher 
Workshop in 2023 and continues 
to learn more to provide the best 
for her AMSP students. 

This past May, Madison joined the bluegrass band “Wasted 
Ways” and has been playing fiddle for them since then. They 
most recently competed in the “89th Old Fiddler’s Convention 
Band Competition” located in Galax, VA. The band itself is 
located in Buchanan, VA and available for events. 
 
When Madison isn’t teaching or playing music, she enjoys all outdoor activities. She finds her 
peace by the creek, at the top of the mountain, or deep in a cave. Her current focus rests on 
continuing her studies as a violinist/bluegrass fiddler and building a life in her hometown of 
Covington, VA with her fiancé. 

 
Jeannette Fang joined Garth Newel Piano 
Quartet in 2015 as pianist and Co-Artistic 
Director of Garth Newel Music Center.  As a 
soloist, her awards include the Gold Medal, 
President’s Award, and Audience Favorite Prize 
at the 2013 Seattle International Piano 
Competition, top prizes in Dallas Chamber 
Symphony International Piano Competition 
and the MTNA Young Artist National 
Competition. She received the Earl V. Moore 
Award & Gottlieb Award from the UMich, the 

Elizabeth J. Parisot award from Yale, and Karlfried Nordman Scholarship Piano Competition 
at Juilliard, and was a National Presidential Scholar in the Arts in 2003.  
As an avid chamber musician Jeannette has collaborated with such acclaimed artists as Daniel 
Hope, Astrid Schween, and the Parker Quartet. 
Jeannette was a founding member of the new music group Khemia. She holds degrees from 
Juilliard and Yale, received her DMA from University of Michigan, and has served as faculty at 
Bowling Green State University, Siena Heights University, and McAlester Institute of Music. 



 Welcome Back Presbyterian Women!   

We are so excited to start a new season together for 2025-2026 as 

we begin our new Bible Study. We will meet Thursday, September 

11th at 1 PM for the first meeting.  The Study is “Finding Resilience, 

Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ” by Rhashell D. Hunter. Please 

prepare for the first lesson in our new booklet, titled “Mary Magdalene, 

the Tower” (page 13).  Books are labeled and available at the church office for pick-up.  If you 

need your book mailed or delivered to you, just let the office know.  

We will discuss how we would like to do things this year 
including discussion our lunch gatherings and of future or 
continued projects for the year. 
   
Jeanie Morrissette needs volunteers to sign-up to do a 
simple but meaningful devotional.  One volunteer needed 
for each monthly meeting. Please see Jeanie to sign-up.  
 
We will be sharing Happy Birthday wishes with Brenda 
Linkenhoker whose special day is September 7th.  
 
Mildred McCabe is back home and just celebrated a very  
special Birthday on August 28th!  Happy Birthday to you!!  
 
PW Moderator  
Pam Pace 
 
 
A BIG THANK YOU TO IMAGE EXPRESS for doing a beautiful job of changing the 
Church signage for us.  

 
 
 
 



Minute 4 Mission

                               SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT 
 

The cost of our groceries purchased from Feeding Southwest Virginia for this 2-month period was $7,139.06.  
  

          
  BLESSINGS    

• Friends delivered and donated 266 miscellaneous food items plus home-grown cucumbers and other produce. 

• South Covington UMC donated 240 items including boxes of cornbread mix, mac & cheese, and cereal. 

• Members of Granbery Memorial UMC donated and delivered 357 boxes of cornbread mix, mac & cheese, and cereal. 

• Members of Parrish Court UMC donated and delivered 6 boxes of cornbread mix plus their pastor delivered several   
     bags of home-grown cucumbers and squash. 

• The Patterson Family donated and delivered 24 items including peanut butter and cereal. 

• Aspen Hill Farms donated 27 dozen eggs. 

• A member of Lone Star Baptist Church delivered 45 food items. 

• Embrace in Waynesboro donated 27 packages of bread, which were delivered by the local director. 

• A friend donated 15 dozen quail eggs, where were delivered by a team member.  (They are so cute and, I understand,     
    very good!!) 

• THANKS BE TO GOD AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE REMEMBERED THE NEEDS OF OUR MISSION   
     DURING THESE TWO MONTHS!  YOU ARE AMAZING!! 

• We are still accepting household items, and children’s clothing and toys. 
 

JOHN 3:17-18: “But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed, and in truth.” 

 
We are always happy to receive any donated food items!   We continue to ask for the following 
items in short supply or not available from Feeding Southwest Virginia:  CORNBREAD MIX.  
CEREAL, AND BOXED MAC & CHEESE.  Please participate as generously as you can.  You are 
surely appreciated! 

 
September is Hunger Action Month in 2025.  It’s an annual campaign by Feeding America and its network 
of food banks to raise awareness about hunger and encourage action to combat food insecurity.  This 
year’s theme is “Choose to end the impossible choices of hunger,” highlighting the difficult decisions people 
face when food is not readily available. 
 
PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OUR MISSION AND FOR ALL THOSE WHO DEDICATE THEIR TIME 
AND ENERGY TO MAKING IT SUCCESSFUL.  GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU!! 

 
Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team              

                                                    

 

 

 STATISTICS Families Served       # Of Family Members 

June 2025 143 556 

July 2025 147 522 

Deposits                                 June-July 2025 

       $100.00    Mt. Carmel Methodist Church 

       $300.00    Granbery Memorial UMC 

    $1,200.00    Alleghany Highlands Kiwanis Club 

       $120.00    Joint Worship Service at SCUMC 

         $50.00    In Honor of Fathers by South Covington UMW 

       $200.00    Memorials – Mark D. Asma 

    $1,630.00    Individual Donations 

    $3,600.00     TOTAL 



Peace & Global Witness Offering – October 5th  

Equipping Peacemakers in Congregations and Around the World. 
 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, 

and embrace our God's mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the world. Confronting 

hopelessness and thwarting division, congregations and individuals are empowered to become peacemakers 

themselves. 

 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing 

systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 25% of 

this Offering to connect locally with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 25% for regional 

ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency for 

peacemaking, reconciliation and global witness. At First Presbyterian Church, we give our 25% portion to the 

support a local mission. This year it will go to Compass for Life.  
 

The Peace & Global Witness Denominational Collection will occur on October 5th. A special envelope should 

be found in your donation box for this denomination collection. Many thanks for your generous and thoughtful 

gifts. 
 

-- Mission & Service Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Preschool News and Notes 

Soon there will be sounds of joyful little voices filling the halls of First Presbyterian as 

we welcome the 2025 - 2026 preschoolers into our building, beginning Wednesday, 

September 3rd.  Class will meet on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9:00 until 

noon.  Teachers Margaret Moss and Amanda Zimmerman have been busy preparing the 

preschool spaces and to greet their students!  They will be joined by Reverend Jim Moss 

and Pastor Linda Trumbo, who will share their gifts through weekly music and Bible 

classes, respectively. 

In addition to keeping them in our prayers, members and friends of the congregation 

are also invited to impact the lives of these littles through two specific opportunities: 

-Send a birthday card in observance of each preschooler’s special day; first names and 

birthdays are below and will be included in monthly church newsletters; cards may be left 

in the offering plate or church office to be delivered to the preschool birthday mailbox; 

please note, September 5 is the first one! 

 Layney (girl)  September 5th 

 Lily (girl)  November 24th 

 Alexis (girl)  January 20th 

 Amelia (girl)  April 5th 

 Maren (girl)  April 15th 

-Visit the preschool to read a favorite children’s book, to share a brief presentation of 

something special to you, or to lead the students in a simple project.  In addition to 

storytellers, visitors in years past have shared their beekeeping and natural egg dying 

skills, for example.  Interacting with others is an important skill for preschoolers and 

you can make a difference!  You may directly contact Margaret Moss or let Martha 

Carter or Denise Pillow know if you are interested in sharing in any way. 

There are currently only five students registered for the coming year, so if you know of 

anyone interested, please encourage them to be in touch with Margaret Moss through 

the FPC Facebook page or pass contact information on to Martha or Denise.    

 

 



First Presbyterian Church   

September 2025  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   2 
 
 
 

 
  

3    

FIRST DAY 
OF 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

4   
 

5  

 
 

6       
 

7 FIRST CLASS 
Sunday School 
9:45-10:30 am 

Worship, 11:00am 
 
 

8    

 Alleghany 
Highlands 

Chorale 
Rehearsal 6:30pm 

 

RECOVER 

        VIRGINIA 
FREE CONCERT 
Historic Masonic 

Theatre 
7pm 

9  
 

 
M&S meeting 

1pm Zoom 
 

 
  

10    

VOUCHERS  
DUE, 10am 

 

W & M 1pm 
Heritage Room 

 
Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

11   
PW  

Meeting/ Study 
@ 1pm 

12  

 
 

13       

 

14    Sunday School   

    9:45-10:30 am 
Worship, 11:00am 

COMMUNION 
 

Presbyterian  
Pot Luck Dinner 

@ Mallow PC  
Time 5:30 PM 

15   
 

 
 
 

16    

 

 

17    
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

18     

 
19     

 
20    
 

PW Annual 
Gathering 

Northminster 
Roanoke 

 
 

 

21   Sunday School   

    9:45-10:30 am 
  Worship, 11:00am 

SESSION 
 

Music on the 

Corner 
Madison Barnett 

& Jeanette Fang 

Recital 3 pm 

22    
 
 

 
 
       

 

 23  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 24   
Newsletter 

 Items  
Due 10am 

 
Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

 25  
VOUCHERS 
 DUE, 10am 

 
 

 26   

 
 

 
 

 27    

      

 
 

28 Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
  Worship, 11:00am 
 
Minute 4 Mission 

Sue Rollinson 

29     
 

 
 

FPC 

30 
 
 

          

 
               Meals 

1 
 
  
 

On 

2 
 

 
 

Wheels 

3  
 
 

 
      Week 

4 

YouTube channel: FPCCovingtonVA   ~    Email:  fpccovingtonva@aol.com 
             185 North Maple Avenue, Covington, Virginia 24426  ~  (540) 962-2195 ~ Website: FirstPresCovingtonVA.org 
 



 

 


