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The Christmas Guest”.  by Helen Steiner Rice       Published by Loray El Marlee Publishing Co. 1972. 

This poem, also a song, tells of 2 friends who went to see an old friend whose shop was meager 
but decorated with for Christmas with green boughs. The old gentleman told his friends that God 
had appeared in a dream. The Lord said that he would come and be would come and visit the 
older gentleman.  He had been straightening up and preparing for the Lord’s visit. 

The poem shares that 3 people came to the old gentleman’s door: a beggar with worn out shoes, 
an old woman seeking rest; and a lost child. The older gentleman gave the beggar shoes, the older 
woman a cup of soup, and took the lost child home. 

The day ended and the old gentleman asked God what had kept Him from coming to visit. The Lord 
answered that He had come. He was the beggar, the older woman, the lost child. Each time he 
knocked at the older gentleman’s door, He had been welcomed with love; the greatest gift of all. 

In church this past Sunday, we had a visitor, who society may consider “the least of these”. The 
visitor had been sitting on the front steps during the Sunday School time. He came in and several 
of us spoke with him. He asked for water and we took him to the water cooler. He said he would go 
and get his Bible and may come back for worship.  Half-way through the worship service, he did 
come back with his Bible and sat on the back pew. As we were coming forward for Communion, he 
was invited to receive the bread and juice with us. He did come forward and shared in the Lord’s 
Supper with our church family. He left worship soon afterwards. As I have been thinking about 
him, he did not have to come back to worship after getting a cup of water, but he did.   

While a little apprehensive about the gentleman, we did not let that deter us from welcoming him, 
providing hospitality, and being family during Communion. We are all children of God and brothers 
and sisters in Christ.   

In relation to the poem, this gentleman was our “Sunday Guest”. God presenting God’s self and 
being welcomed with love…. the greatest gift of all.              

Continued blessings,  Linda 



                      
 
 

 

     October 
  4 Kathy Howard 
  4 Jim Oliver 
 15 Jim Slate 
25 Pam Pace 
30 Gary Pillow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Mildred McCabe 
August 28, 1924 - 

September 5, 2025 

 

 

The Broken Chain 

We little knew that day, 
God was going to call your name. 

In life, we loved you dearly, 
In death, we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 
You did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 

You left us peaceful memories, 
Your love is still our guide. 

And although we cannot see you, 
You are always at our side. 

Our family chain is broken, 
And nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 
The chain will link again. 

Author: Ron Tranmer 

                    

 



 Presbyterian Women   

What a great day it was September 11, 2025 when 13 women met for 

Presbyterian Women in our meeting room. We enjoyed the cushions that 

Jeanie Morrissette arranged to have upholstered so that our time there was 

comfortable. Thank you so much. 

 

The Moderator did a devotional 

which had to do with being 

careful and avoiding falls. The promise that God will look 

after us, just as the shepherd who found the lost sheep, was 

the scripture that was shared.  

 

Barbara Fawley gave the treasurer’s report. She reported 

we our balance in our treasury. She shared with us how 

our money is spent in order to be a blessing to several charities.  

 

The devotional sheet was passed around for others to help with the devotions at our meetings. 

Thanks to those who agreed to help. 

 

The main focus of the meeting was to determine what the group wanted 

to do this year for fellowship as well as charitable projects.  These were 

the suggestions made. 

 

1. Bring a sandwich at noon so we 

can enjoy the company of our group 

2 Hold a movie event after one of our 

meetings 

3. Sending cards to those in nursing homes 

4. Those organizations we would like to help this year 

      A. Food pantry 

      B. Christmas Mother 

      C. Gift cards to the CHILDREN’s home in Wytheville 

5. Plan a covered dish luncheon 

 

A special remembrance time was given for Mildred McCabe 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members shared special things they remember of the ways Mildred touched their lives with her 

kindness and generosity. 

 



The Bible study was led by Pastor Linda Trumbo. 

She led a lively discussion with members sharing how Mary Magdalene was a tower of strength and 

resilience and how we can become resilient and joyful in our identity with our faith. 

 

Our next meeting will be October 9th 2025. Bring a sandwich and 

join us for lunch at noon. 

 

P.W Moderator 

Pam Pace 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 26, 2025 
Worship will be held at Low Moor Presbyterian Church at 11:00 A. M.  

                          with the Rev. Gary Marshall speaking. (carpooling is encouraged) 
The offering for this service will be divided between the  

COPE Food Pantry and the Clifton Forge Area Food Pantry. 
Worshiping together will be: Clifton Forge Presbyterian, Low Moor Presbyterian,  

Mallow Presbyterian, McAllister Memorial Presbyterian, Sinking Springs Presbyterian,  
and First Presbyterian Church families. 

 
MUSIC ON THE CORNER 

RECITAL RESCHEDULED AT FPC 
Sunday, October 26th at 3:00 P. M. 

A recital by Madison Barnett, violin with Jeannette Fang, piano. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minute 4 Mission
Report From David Pandy-Szekeres 

on Ukraine Mission Outreach Activities 2024 – 2025 
In my many years of serving as a missionary in Ukraine, my 
principal focus has been Christian education. Within this 
framework, among others, I served as the director of the local 
Reformed Church denomination’s missionary training school, 
supervised and ensured the financial needs of the trained 
missionaries, assisted in the establishment of three secondary 
schools for this denomination, then for years was responsible 
for the financial management of these schools, assisted in the 
planting of congregations within Roma communities, assisted 

in the launching of kindergartens and a help-school within 
Roma communities and continue to this day to assist in supervising and trying to ensure the 
continued functioning of these institutions which all depend on receiving financial support 
from outside sources, given that Ukraine –neither at present nor in the past– has ever had a 
stably functioning economy. Given that I have had to and continue to deal with the above mentioned 
responsibilities [plus many more], whenever I write a report, I inevitably touch on these undertakings 
in addition to the concrete projects which the First Presbyterian Church in Covington, Virginia, has 
loyally supported for many years. I trust that you will excuse me for this. 
The four Reformed Church secondary schools were able to successfully complete the 2024-25 
school year. It must be mentioned that these schools are no longer only "secondary" schools 
as they were for many years. Since the beginning of the Ukrainian-Russian conflict and the 
restrictive state language laws, many parents requested that their elementary school-aged 
children be able to attend these church-operated Hungarian schools. In order to accommodate 
this, the schools have for the last three years opened up to accept pupils from grade 5 
upwards. The challenges the schools face on a daily basis in a country which is at war are too 
many to mention but, up until now, they have been able to provide their students a quality 
education with a Christian world view. An average of twenty-nine students graduated in each 
of these schools in June 2025. 
As a member of the board of directors of the Good Samaritan Children’s Home [launched in 
1998 by the Reformed Church and the Dutch Stichting Hulp Oost-Europa Foundation] in the 
village of Nagydobrony, I am regularly consulted on matters pertaining to the functioning of 
this institution. Not only have the church secondary schools had to increase their enrollment 
in the past few years but the Children’s Home has also had to do likewise, and in a much 
more dramatic fashion. Originally designed and built to accommodate seventy girl orphans, at 
present one hundred forty children call this their home, including boy orphans now also. All 
other state-run orphanages stopped accepting orphans in the wake of the outbreak of the 
conflict, citing a lack of necessary financing. The Good Samaritan Home has so far managed 
to survive even under this duress thanks to goodwill donations and to the Lord’s providence. 
There was an average of forty-five pupils who attended classes on a daily basis in the help school 
for Roma pupils this past school year. Much as the children who attend kindergartens 
for Roma children [in the villages of Nagydobrony south, Szernye, Tiszaágtelek, Kisdobrony, 
Botrágy and Dimicső] they are provided with a mid-morning snack and a warm cooked meal 
at lunchtime. Regardless of the adverse conditions [the kindergarten building in Nagydobrony 
south often lacked heating and electricity], the warm mid-day meal has always been provided. 
Many times, this meant that the meal had to be served outdoors, even in the winter months. 
Unit food care packages were provided one week after Christmas to all the Roma families in 
the villages mentioned above. Beyond that, the quantity of the cooked mid-day meal is 
sufficient to provide for the Roma children attending the upper grades at the state school as 
well as for the needy adults of the Roma community, also. It needs to be mentioned that many 



families are hard-pressed because most of the men [aged 18 years and more] are abroad 
somewhere in order to avoid being forcefully enlisted in the Ukrainian armed forces and 
dispatched to the front lines of the conflict. This leaves the women to try to provide for the 

children but employment possibilities are scarce. 
And then I need to report on the work being done by Elemér Barta in the Péterfalva and 
Tiszabőkény region. The building which formerly functioned as a kindergarten for the Roma 
children in that area have now been functioning as the Gloria Youth Centre for several years. 
Elemér with a few helpers organize and provide a variety of activities there for people of all 
ages. There are regular Bible studies, worship services, youth gatherings, evangelizations, 
film nights, women’s guild, game days, etc. Last week many of the Roma communities 
organized and held Bible vacation school days. The children in Elemér’s region gathered at 
the Gloria Youth Centre for this program. The other significant event at the Gloria Youth 
Centre was the recent completion of the new sports terrain. Elemér and his helpers dreamed 
this and started to build this without a penny at their disposal but thanks to the news of this 
spreading [as well as to Elemér’s perseverance] the needed funds eventually arrived from 
various sources, many of them totally unexpected. Surely the Lord had His hand in this. 
Elemér’s wife Ilona continues to prepare and deliver warm cooked mid-day meals to twenty 
needy households in the area. The basic foodstuffs needed for this are often provided by a 
church charity organization from Hungary. 
I would also like to provide information on the use of the funds which your community sent in 
support of the work described above. 

 For the meals and unit food care packages we received 4,607,02 + 4,607,02 = 9,214.04 
USD. We are working our way through these funds, there not being all that much left 
of it at present. {This represented the three Two-Cents-A-Meals grants and FPC 50% 
matching funds from the fall 2024 grant cycle -- BGMH.} 

 The $5,993,89 you write was earmarked to be split between support for Elemer Barta 
and Nagydobrony. In order to better respect this indication, I can re-organize my 
accounting. $2,993.89 went to cover a portion of Elemer's wages and taxes and then I 
shall round out Elemer's annual wages and taxes with the $1,993.89 which a generous 
donor at Covington provided for "my mission work". This then leaves $3000 which 
goes to Nagydobrony, or better said, already went to Nagydobrony and has been 
exhausted. {These funds represent 2025 FPC budgeted gift of $6,000 and a designated 
gift of $2,000 from the congregation, less a small transactional fee -- BGMH.} 
The following photographs are 
from different kindergartens 
and help-school, the Gloria 
Youth Centre (formerly the 
Center in Peterfalva) and the 
Nagydobrony south Roma 
community. 
Compiled by David Pandy-
Szekeres - 5 August 2025 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Friends at First, Enjoy our latest update about your students and their school.  Beth 

 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/48150750/1747051930/106798482/0/1004209/?x=bd09daf3


 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/48150750/1747051930/104515385/0/1004209/?x=0f1a9537


 

 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/48150750/1747051930/106798483/0/1004209/?x=28c54be4


PLEASE    HELP!! 

Times are getting tougher for families            

in our community. 

Food Pantries are seeing an increase in 

persons seeking food. 

Food…. One of the basics of survival!! 

When you go to the store …and you see “Buy 

One – Get One Free” for a Non-perishable 

item   (that you are already planning to get),               

                                                                                                 PLEASE GET THE FREE ONE! 

Bring the item to the church… there will be collection areas in the Narthex and in the library. 

The items will be taken to local food pantries to distribute among those among us in need. 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS! WE HAVE THREE NEW STUDENTS! 

Last month we requested Birthday Cards for our Preschoolers and had a great turnout for our first 

little birthday girl… Layney!  Now we have 3 new students and have added them to the list below.  

If you so wish… Send a birthday card in observance of each preschooler’s special day; first names and 

birthdays are below and will be included in monthly church newsletters; cards may be left in the 

offering plate or in the church office to be delivered to the preschool birthday mailbox!  For the 

Summer birthdays listed below, please bring their cards prior to the end of the Preschool Year in May.

Amelia (girl) April 5th 

 Maren (girl) April 15th  

 Cedar (boy)  June 9th 

 Zion (boy) August 2nd  

Layney (girl) September 5th 

Alexis (girl) October 5th  

 Lily (girl) November 24th  

 Marley (girl) December 4th  

 
 

McAllister Church is hosting a potluck lunch 
for all of the area Presbyterian churches. It 

will be on Sunday, October 12TH at 12:30 pm. 
We will provide soup and drinks. Please have 
your folks bring a salad or dessert to share. 

We hope to see you there! 



First Presbyterian Church   

October 2025  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 
 

 
  

1    

 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 
 

MEALS 

2   
 
 
 
 
 

 
ON 

3  

 
 
 
 
 

WHEELS 

4       
 

5 Sunday School 

9:45-10:30 am 
Worship, 11:00am 

WORLD 
COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 
Peace & Global 

Witness Offering 
 

6    

 

 

7  
 

 
 

 
  

8    

 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

9  VOUCHERS  

DUE, 10am 

PW  
(BYOL at noon) 
Meeting/ Study 

@ 1pm 

Preschool 
Meeting 

4pm 

10  

 
 

11       

 

12    Sunday School   

    9:45-10:30 am 
Worship, 11:00am 

 
POT LUCK AT 

MCALLISTER MEM. 
PRESBYTERIAN 

12:30 pm 

13   
 

 

14    

 

 

15    
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

16     

 
17     

 
18    
 
 
 

 

19   Sunday School   

    9:45-10:30 am 
  Worship, 11:00am 

SESSION 

20    
 

 
 
       

 

 21  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 22   
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

 23  
 

 
 

PRESBYTERY 

 24   

 
 

 
 

 25    
      

 
 

26 NO Sunday School        

REFORMATION 
SUNDAY 

11:00 am 
 Low Moor PC 

 
MUSIC ON THE 

CORNER RECITAL 
BARNETT/FANG 

 3 PM 

27    
 

 
 
 

28 
 

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10am 

 
Newsletter 

Items 
Due 10am 

      

29 
 
Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 

30 
 

 
 
 

31  

 
 

 
      

 

FYI: Alleghany Highlands Chorale rehearses on Monday evening at 6:30 PM 
Madison Barnett teaches String Classes for Garth Newel at the church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 5:30-7:00 PM

 


