Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
December 2025

From the Pastor’s Desk

O Come, O Come,

EMMANUEL

Emmanuel... God with Us Then, Now, and Forever

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ... this hymn is a reminder and celebration of God’s love and
faithfulness. In Scripture we read... “and you shall call him Emmanuel (God with us)”. God
loved us enough to take human form in Jesus...that he would die on the cross for our sins....

and that through the Holy Spirit, God is still with us.

In times of joy, we praise God with singing and radiant smiles. In times of sadness, we seek
God’s loving arms to hold us. In each day, with all that goes on each day, we are to know that

God is ever present. God is not far off and aloof. God is closer than the breath we breathe.

May we take the time to pause from our daily busyness. May we be renewed through this
season of joy, hope, and love. Let us truly and deeply celebrate Jesus’ birth, the promise of His

return, and his constant presence on our life’s journey.

God’s continued blessings,




CHURCH BUILDING USE REMINDER:

If you stop by the church outside of normal
office hours, please be mindful of others in the
building. Remember to check the building to see if
there are others present and if so, let them know you

DECEMBER are here.

6 Rebecca Lindstrom If you are the next-to-last to leave, please
16 Barbara Hise show courtesy by letting others know that you are

. leaving. This helps everyone be aware of who is still
20 Ron Morrissette & P y

. in the building.
23  David Craft If you are the last to leave, please turn out the
27  Eleanor Payne lights and close the doors to save on electric/gas costs
29 Ronnie Hise and for fire safety and please set the alarm. If you do

not know how to set it, come by the office for a
tutorial on how to set it.

Together we can maintain a safe environment
for all that use or visit our facility. Thank you in
advance for your help with these concerns.

J
’.AYﬂ' Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women met Thursday, November 13th with 11 people
PRESBYTERIAN participating. Our table was decorated with a cornucopia, fall decor and 52
WOMEN cans of fruit and other food items that were collected for the food bank,
_ thank you all for your generosity. Ann Marie led our devotions and the topic
o was gratitude as a lifestyle. This encourages us to be deliberate in our
choices. It is the key to recognizing our : Il / B
blessings. ‘ )

. The call to order was at 1 P.M.

We agreed our PW group would send a check
to the God’s Covering Snack Pack program at
the cost of $70/school year to sponsor a child.
Other members have contributed individually
to this cause. Thank you for your generous
support.
Jean Johnson served as acting treasurer. We appreciate her willingness to help Barbara Fawley who
had an emergency and could not be with us. Jean collected money for Barbara to pick up at a later time
in order to help with our projects.
S A request for gently used gifts for all ages has begun for the Christmas
Festival Day. Anyone who wants to bring household items, toys, books,
etc. can leave them in the library. On December 5th, the Wytheville
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highland’s will be distributing
clothing to our area residents in need in the Chapel. The individuals will
also be able to select gifts from the gently used gift room. Thanks to all
£ who already are providing these gifts. All donated items must be at the
. church prior to December 5t event.
i Our Pastor initiated the idea of having a float in the Christmas parade in
Covmgton on December 6t Sally Irvine has agreed to drive her truck and




suggestions are being made as to the design. Pastor Linda
has registered us to participate in the parade and share
candy and possibly some music with the audience.

We gave a tribute to those having November birthdays by
singing to: Sally (11/16), Ann Marie (11/26), and Emily
(11/29).
We also shared that Eleanor Payne is in room 406 at the

: Brian Center. Hopefully
you can visit her or send
| her a card. Wishing her a
. speedy recovery from her
fall and surgery.

S —

A special thank you to Emily who shared muffins with us to have
with our lunch.

The social committee announced that we will bring salads
to share for our Christmas luncheon prior to our Bible
study. We plan to meet at noon and fellowship together in
our beautifully designed
dining room. Our
fellowship is always the
best.

We tabled the activity for
making bags for children
... who attend our church

& until later. These cloth bags
" contain items to keep small children occupied when in our Sanctuary.

s Pastor Linda gave our lesson today on chapter 3, “Jesus is Tested”. We
discussed how God holds on to us when we are being consumed by chaos and are discouraged. She
shared that we can be resilient with God’s guidance.

We closed with Prayer.

Remember we will not meet in January
and will resume PW on February 12th. We
will be discussing chapter four “The
Prodigal Child, the Eldest Child,

and the Devoted Parent”.

Pam Pace
PW Moderator




DECEMBER 6, 2025 AT 600PM We're registered to

participate in the

STEP BACK IN TIME § 2025 Covington
-. mef INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT gf"&jﬁg”fl Christmas Parade !

Sally Irvine says she will drive her truck and Emily has offered to be dressed up and ride in the

bed of the truck. We have put candy in snack size Ziplock bags, labeled with our name on it. We

still need volunteers to ride and throw or walk and hand out the bags of candy during the parade.

We have the banners, from our previous Christmas parade entry, that will be put on the sides of

the truck with some tinsel or lights and maybe more decorations. More details will be coming!!!
Come and be a part of the fun!!!

Forward in Faith ... update

What a wonderful day Sunday, November 9" was!! We worshiped
together. After worship we ate lunch together and got caught up with
one another. Then clipboards (with observation sheets) were

distributed and routes assigned to walk/drive around our
neighborhood.

We were looking at existing
buildings/programs/agencies...

open spaces... residential areas. We stopped and talked with

= people; asking for their thoughts. This was to help us to look at

-~ f our neighborhood with new eyes and understanding; seeking new
’ ways to serve our neighbors.

We came back to the church and shared what we saw. We
discussed the following questions, and put our thoughts on
newsprint.

What surprised you the most?

Where do you see the greatest opportunity?

What is the greatest asset that you discovered?
What did you discover that makes you want to act?

The discussion was wonderful. This church family’s commitment to be faithful children of God is
strong and powerful. We want to be good stewards of all the gifts that God has entrusted to us. Jesus’
directive to go out and spread the Good News of God’s love is so foundational to this church family.
We take seriously being God’s presence to our brothers and sisters locally.... as well as globally.

A commitment was made that we would end the meeting at 2pm. Discussion was still going on at
2:00. We did a hard stop of the meeting at 2:15pm...BUT God’s presence is still at work in us.



PRESCHOOL NEWS! If you so choose...You can send a birthday card in observance of each

of our preschooler’s special day; first names and birthdates are below; cards may be left in the
offering plate or in the church office to be delivered to the preschool mailbox! For the Summer
birthdays listed below, please bring their cards before the end of the Preschool Year in May.

Amelia (girl) April 51 Layney (girl) September 5t
Maren (girl)  April 15" Alexis (girl)  October 5™
Cedar (boy) June 9t Lily (girl) November 24t
Zion (boy)  August 2 Marley (girl) December 4t

CHURCH: Please Bring your Gently used items for our Gift Room as soon as possible!

First Presbyterian Church, Covington
Corner of Locust St. & Maple Ave.

Friday, December 5, 2025
11:30 AM - 3:30 PM

/\ This is a mission of the Presbyterian Children’s Home of

\ the Highland’s in Wytheville, VA

/ ) * \ Everyone is welcome and all clothes are free.
| € Foster's §¥¢__ Closet
i T

Pc“H Ministries

/

FREE LUNCH

First ‘Presbyterian Church will provide a free lunch for all those %

that visit the Foster Closet. The lunch will be Hot Dogs, chips, - .
fruit and drink.

GENTLY USED GIFT ROOM

Gently used gifts will be available in our gift room where you can
select gifts for your family and friends.
All of the gifts are free.

Please come and join us for fellowship and Christmas Joy!




Mimute 4 Missiom

Great News on Mission Funding from Presbytery of the Peaks

We learned this week that our three grant applications for Two Cents a Meal funds were each funded.

o $1,643.47 each for Christian Schools for Roma Children with Focus on Nagydobrony South
Kindergarten, Ukraine to provide a mid-day meal to Roma children in as many kindergarten sites as
possible, with the Nagydobrony site being of first priority.

e $1,643.47 for Roma Children Kindergarten, Kisdobrony, Ukraine to provide a mid-day meal to Roma
children in as many kindergarten sites as possible, with the Kisdobrony site being of first priority.

o $1,643.47 for Care Packages for Roma Families in War-Torn Ukraine to support purchasing supplies
for care packages and regular meal delivery.

Each of the above grants will be supplemented with a 50% match from one of our Endowment funds. This
would provide $2,465.21 for each program or $7,395.62 total.

Many, many thanks to all who contribute to the Two Cents a Meal collection, done with each communion.

Christmas Joy Gift Special Offering — Developing & Sustaining our Leaders —
— December 21%

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous
gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place,
but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. This offering addresses the support
needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color, and
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need. The Christmas Joy Offering has been
a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, a commitment for nearly 140 years.

The Christmas Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired church workers and their families
in need. Thanks in part to support from this Offering, church workers can receive critical financial assistance
to support them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous actions bear witness to our faithful
response to God’s charge to love one another as Christ commanded. Your gifts are used in several ways:
e 50% supports the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, which provides critical financial
assistance to current and retired church workers and their families in their time of need.
o 50% supports Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color to provide
education and leadership development.

The Christmas Joy Denominational Collection will occur on December 21%. A special envelope should be
found in your donation box for this denomination collection. Many thanks for your generous and thoughtful

gifts.

- - Mission & Service Committee



Poinsettias

First Presbyterian members and friends are invited to make a contribution, in honor of or in memory of
loved ones, for the Advent/Christmas season.

Your gifts will provide two large poinsettias for the sanctuary and food for those experiencing great
need in these especially challenging times. Community members served through COPE and the South
Covington Care Pantry will be blessed by your generosity, along with those in worship. Gifts of $20, the
usual cost of a single poinsettia, will be greatly appreciated.

Circle one: In Honorof... (or) In Memory of...
Wording: Same as last year or
If you prefer new wording, please fill out below and turn in to the office.

Name:
Address:

Payment: Check Cash Amount
QUESTIONS? Please call Gail Nicely (540) 968-2568

All “orders” need to be in by December 14, 2025.

Thank you
to Chet Swartz
and his helpers,
Jim Oliver and
Mike Harless,

m for doing the
necessary
maintenance on
the Sanctuary
chandelier!




The Angel Tree

This year we are asking you to bring
items that a whole family can enjoy
to place under the tree in the
Narthex for the Highland’s Christmas

Mother Program.

(Example: Tins of Cookies or Tins of

Popcorn, etc.)

The deadline for these gifts is

Wednesday, December 10%

Alleghany Highlands Arts Council

presents

Albeghany Highlands Chorale

FHolidaxy

Concert

Sunday, December 7, 2025

3 o'clock in the afternoon

First Presbyterian Church
185 N Maple Avenue
Covington, VA

Admission is by Donation



First Presbyterian Church

December 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Christmas
Festival
Choir Rehearsal: D ay
Chancel 4:30pm
_ 11:30a-3:30p
Handbell 5:30pm Foster’s Closet
in Chapel
7 Sunday School |8 9 10 11 12 13
9:45-10:30 am ANGEL TREE PW
Worship, 11:00am in. :
CHISRALE VOUCHERS GIFTS due in Meetmg
HOLIDAY DUE, 10am ] @ 1pm
CONCERT (Bring a salad to
3PM Choir Rehearsal; | Share at Noon)
Chancel 4:30pm
PEACE Handbell 5:30pm
14 Sunday School (15 16 17 18 19 20
9:45-10:30 am VOUCHERS
Worship, 11:00am DUE, 10am
Migztg :or Mijsion Choir Rehearsal: Pre-Holiday week
ristmas Jo .
Emily i Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm , Newsletter
Messiah @ 7 PM Due 10am
Poinsettia Cov. Mid. Sch.
orders due
JOY
21 Sunday School | 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:45-10:30 am Meals on Meals on
Worship, 11:00am Wheels Wheels Candlelight
Christmas Joy . Chrllzsvt;nas
Offering Choir Rehearsal: Service
Chancel 4:30pm 4:00 pm
Handbell 5:30pm 0P
Christmas
LOVE Day!
28 Sunday School |29 30 31
9:45-10:30 am NEW Happy
Worship, 11:00am YEAR'’S New
the Chapel No Choir 2026
Hymn sing
Office Closed | Office Closed

The Alleghany Highlands Chorale rehearses at the church on Monday evening at 6:30 PM
Madison Barnett teaches String Classes for Garth Newel at the church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 5:30-7:00 PM




