Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
January 2026

From the Pastor's Desk

Welcome January

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

This passage gives me assurance of God’s faithfulness. The year 2025 was a blur.
There were joy and sadness. God was there through it all; celebrating and
comforting.

God’s continual presence as we start a new year is a reminder that we start each
year.. each day.. New!! New opportunities to feel God’s presence... to learn more
about God’s love... to share the Good News with others...

As we start a new year, may we be refreshed and renewed. May we see with new
eyes God working among us... and in us. The Holy Spirit is working in each of our
lives. Each of us has unique gifts and talents that we offer to God to use, to work
through us. We are the vessels the Holy Spirit uses so that others may have a
personal relationship with the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.

I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13

God’s continued blessings,

L rrecttr



January Birthdays
4  Jeanie Morrissette
12  Adam Hise
13  Pastor Linda Trumbo
15  Blayne Oliver
16  Mike Harless
21  Cathy Snyder
23  Phil Amick
30 Pat Howard

Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women were unable to meet Thursday,
December 11t due to inclement weather. We will not meet
in January. Next meeting will be held on February 12th,

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Happy New Year to You and Yours!

We will have a Forward in Faith update in the next newsletter addition.

Olde Towne Christmas Parade 2025

Hay... wreath on the grill... JOY letters... reindeer headbands... candy... spotlights... Christmas
carols through Bluetooth speakers...banners... tape... a pick-up truck.... pizza... Sally, Debby,
Emily, Denise, Lucy, Susanna, Eliza, Lucas, Linda... and the support of this church family.

Activity began with hay being picked up and put in the back of Sally’s pick-up truck. Then the
truck moved to the church parking lot to be decorated and JOY letters being arranged. The
temperature continuing to drop.

Lining up in the Smurfit/Westrock parking lot was a game of Tetras, with the parade
coordinators doing an amazing job!!! So many various entries... So many people...

As we traveled the parade route, we just felt the Christmas excitement. Persons of all ages,
standing or sitting in chairs. The smiles... the sound of laughter... the scurrying for candy... the
sense of community was electric. All coming together to enjoy this Christmas season.

May all our neighbors, near and far, feel the God’s love during the Holidays and every day!!!

*Please enjoy viewing the photos of this event on the next page*
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SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT

STATISTICS
Families Served # Of Family Members
October 2025 189 754
November 2025 173 659
Deposits October-November 2025

$150.00 First Presbyterian Church

$300.00 Mt. Carmel Methodist Church

$578.44 Falling Springs Presbyterian Church

$300.00 Hoke Chapel United Methodist Church

$241.00 Alleghany Retired Teachers Association

$200.00 Granbery Seekers Sunday School Class

$50.00 Memorial — Glenna Lipes

$2,265.00 Individual Donations

$4,084.44 TOTAL

The cost of our groceries purchased from Feeding Southwest Virginia for this 2-month period was $11,958.08. In addition,
we spent $444.22 at Walmart purchasing chicken nuggets when we were unable to get frozen meat from FSWVA, as well as
canned green beans and corn while we could get them for $.50 per can.

BLESSINGS

. Friends delivered and donated 55 miscellaneous food items.

. South Covington UMC donated 280 including cereal and cornbread mix. (This includes donations from three Team
Members.)

. Members of Granbery Memorial UMC donated and delivered 416 items including cereal and cornbread mix. (This
includes donations from two Team Members.)

. Edgemont Presbyterian church donated and delivered 47 items including paper products and canned green beans.
. The Patterson Family donated and delivered 19 boxes of cereal.

. First Presbyterian Church donated and delivered 7 food items, as well as 21 items from the First Presbyterian
Women.

. Calvary Christian Church members gleaned turnips early in November and shared 15 bags with our pantry.

. Team members started requesting food donations at First Christian Church in November. They responded with 190
items collected and delivered by our team member.

. An anonymous donor left 8 food items.

. A member of Emory UMC donated 70 food items.

. A team member picked up 126 food items donated by Potts Valley Chapel.

. One of the teachers at Jackson River Technical Center delivered 137 Ibs. of food items donated by the Health
Occupations Students of America.

. Team members not members of So. Cov. or Granbery donated 392 food items. These donations are being made

because items we deem critical have been unavailable from FSWVA.

PSALM 112:5 “Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.”

We are always happy to receive any donated food items! We continue to ask for the following items in short supply or not
available from Feeding Southwest Virginia: CORNBREAD MIX, CEREAL (ESPECIALLY CHILDREN’S), and 16 OZ. LONG
GRAIN RICE. Please participate as generously as you can. You are surely appreciated! ALSO, PLEASE NOTE THAT WE
ARE ACCEPTING CHILDREN’'S CLOTHING, SUPPLIES, TOYS, AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

While | am disappointed that basic items are unavailable from FSWVA, | continue to be blown away by God'’s provision in the
form of hundreds of targeted donations. Many thanks to those that have responded to our needs. You are amazing people!!

PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OUR MISSION AND FOR ALL THOSE WHO DEDICATE THEIR TIME AND
ENERGY TO MAKING IT SUCCESSFUL. GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU!!

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY AND BLESSED 2026!

Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team




Poinsettias

$1,115.00 was raised with our Poinsettia Tributes
The cost of 3 Poinsettias $101.09
COPE & SCCP each will receive $506.95 each

Thank you all for your generous gifts!

This year our ANGEL TREE GIFTS were delivered to the
Christmas Mother Shop for families to enjoy together.

Thank you for your generosity!
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PRESCHOOL NEWS! If you so choose...You can send a birthday card in observance of each

of our preschooler’s special day; first names and birthdates are below; cards may be left in the
offering plate or in the church office to be delivered to the preschool mailbox! For the Summer
birthdays listed below, please bring their cards before the end of the Preschool Year in May.

Amelia (girl) April 5t Layney (girl) September 5t
Maren (girl)  April 15t Alexis (girl)  October 5t
Cedar (boy) June 9% Lily (girl) November 24t

Zion (boy)  August 2M Marley (girl) December 4t



2025 Preschool Christmas Part




through Meals-on-Wheels

Thank you, girls, for
doing good in the neighborhood!



First Presbyterian Church

January 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
HAPPY
NEW New Year’s Day
YEAR!
Office
Closed
4 No 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday School EPIPHANY No PW
Worship, 11:00am Meeting
Choir Rehearsal:
Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm
11 Sunday School (12 13 14 15 16 17
9:4_5-1 0:30 am FORWARD
Worship, 11:00am VOUCHERS IN FAITH End of Year
COMMUNION DUE, 10am 1pm Reports Due in for
Baptism of the Lord Congreggtlonal
Choir Rehearsal: Meeting
Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm
18 Sunday School | 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:45-10:30 am
Worship, 11:00am Mission &
Service meeting
Zoom
SESSION 1pm Choir Rehearsal:
Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm
25 Sunday School (26 27 28 29 30 31
9:45-10:30 am VOUCHERS Newsletter
Worship, 11:00am DUE. 10am Items
E— Due 10am
Congregational
Annqal Choir Rehearsal:
Meeting

Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm

Madison Barnett teaches String Classes for Garth Newel at the church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 5:30-7:00 PM



