Under Our Roof

First Presbyterian Church, Covington, VA
April 2026

We have traveled through Lent. We have spent time in reflection
and introspection. We have been walking with God: seeking
strength, guidance. Our relationship with God has been deepened.
We have felt God’s comfort and support. We know whose we are:
children of the Living God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. As
cherished and loved children of God, we are assured that we will
have our own Easter; the grave will not hold us. God waits to welcome us home to spend
eternity in God’s presence and with the faithful who have come before us and will come
after us. Our daily walk in faith is grounded in the assurance that the Holy Spirit works
through us to touch the lives of others, that they may know that they are also children of
God.

From the Pastor's Desk

The poem below, “Risen in Glory”, expresses so well the love, grace, and faithfulness of
God!!

Risen in Glory
Poet: Catherine Pulsifer

The stone was rolled, the tomb was bare,
Christ arose—His love is there.

Hope now shines so bright, so true,

A gift of grace for me and you.

Sin defeated, death is gone,

Victory won through God's own Son.
His mercy flows, His love will stay,
Guiding us each step of the way.

So lift your voice, rejoice and sing,
Praise the Lord, our Risen King!

For through His light, we find our way,
A gift of love this Easter Day.

God’s continued blessings,




April Birthdays

10  Doris Swartz

18  Denise Pillow

24  Mackenzie Carter
27  Neal Lloyd

27  Trina Minter

28 Hannah Pillow
30 Read Lunsford

Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women met for a salad luncheon on March 12th, 2026 in
the beautiful decorated
dining room.
There were 14 women
present. Our group added
PRESBYTERIAN another new member, Jackie
WOMEN Wade. We greeted her and
gave her a study booklet.
There was lively
conversation to
greet each other
after the
weather kept us
inside with all the ice and snow.

Our devotional was led by Ann Woodward She read an

article about sacrificial sheep ~ [= 3

- and the special care they are
- : given. She gave supportlng

ev1dence about this research from Denlse Pillow who raises sheep on

their farm. Thank you both for this enlightening information.

Barbara Fawley gave our treasure’s report and it was approved.



Jeanie Morrissette gave the birthday report and we sang Happy
Birthday to Frances Withrow and Helen Gaylor. In honor of Helen’s
98th birthday we are mailing her birthday cards. What a pleasure to
celebrate this milestone with her.

The Social Committee

decorated our dining room with
~ beautiful place settings, flowers
and Easter decorations. Thank you for keeping us
organized and maintained. The silent jobs by our members
that are done, make such a difference in our gatherings.
Thank you, social committee!

' The Moderator read a thank you note from our extra hard-
working secretary, thanklng us for her gift at Christmas. She helps us stay in communication

with our group and keeps us informed about special
opportunities for us to serve. Thank you, Ann Marie.

Our group discussed ways we might help with the special
needs for the Presbyterian Children’s home of the Highlands
Wytheville, VA. (The PCHH Need List is included in this
newsletter) Our group is collecting socks for the month of
March. A box has been placed in the Narthex for our
contributions. Thank you all who want to be a part of this
ministry.

Our Lesson today was a group endeavor because Pastor Linda could not be with us. We
discussed Lesson Five, “The Gift of the Woman Who was Poor” in Finding Resilience, Joy, and
Our Identity in Jesus Christ by Rhashell D. We discussed that in giving of your time and
money, we find joy and receive so much in return.

We closed with prayer.

Our next PW meeting is April gth, 2026. If you want to join us for lunch at noon, bring your
own lunch.

Pam Pace
PW Moderator

Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church
will be our host for this quarter’s
Highland’s Presbyterian Neighborhood Pot-Luck Supper!
It will be held on Sunday, April 12" at 4:00 P. M.
Plan to bring your favorite covered-dish to share.
Let the FPC office know if you plan to attend.
It will be a great time of fellowship!




Miimute 4 Mission

SPECIAL NEEDS LIST FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOME
OF THE HIGHLANDS (PCHH) in WYTHEVLLE, VA

New Pillows
Diapers (All Sizes)
New Underwear (All Sizes)
All Infant Sizes
All Toddler Sizes
All Youth Sizes
"Teenage" Approved Clothing
New Socks (All Sizes)
Jackets (All Sizes)
Closed Toe and Athletic Shoes (All Sizes)
Toiletries
Laundry Detergent (Non-Allergen and Fragrance Free
Preferred)
Dryer Sheets
Plastic Hangers
27 Gallon Black Totes with Yellow Lids
We are currently collecting new Other PCHH needs are:
socks of all sizes in the Narthex. Shampoo & Conditioner

. . Body Wash / Deodorant
Please place donations in the Laundry & Dishwashing Pods

BOX OF SOCKS Tollet Paper
Paper Towels
Kleenex
Good used vehicles
Remember PCHH in your Estate Planning
Prayers, Prayers, Prayers!
Tkkk

\

§ | QU“““"""

\

- A — One Great Hour of Sharing
Collection on April 5, 2026

Serve the most vulnerable around the world,
offering aid to people lacking access to life’s basic necessities.

| Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable
food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.
The work done in support of the causes supported by One Great
. Hour of Sharing (OGHS) — disaster, hunger, poverty, climate
change, and immigration/migration and refugees — serves
individuals and communities in need. This work provides people
@&‘ with safety, sustenance, and hope. Typically received during the

// ONEGREAT

£PY) HouROFSHARING season of Lent, this Offering helps to improve the lives of people
in these challenging situations.

The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is traditionally received on Easter, April 5. There is a special
envelope in your offering box for this offering. Additional envelopes are available in the Narthex.

-- Mission & Service Committee
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of the Hiql'llANdS, Inc. for the Furure!
First Presbyterian Church

185 N Maple Ave
Covington. VA 24426-1544

February 17, 2026

Dear Friends.

Thank you for your gift to our ministry. Your love and support is a blessing to the children God
has brought into our lives.

February is the shortest month by days, but in many ways it seems like the longest month of the
year. The excitement of Christmas is behind us and the cold weather limits the outdoor
activities that our children enjoy so much. We just missed a week of school due to the weather,
and after a couple days “cabin fever” starts to set in. Our staff must be creative in managing the
children’s time and planning constructive activities that are enjoyable and burn off excess
energy. We train our staff to model the behavior we want our children to exhibit — if we are
frustrated with things that are out of our control, they will be too! Your support of our ministry
not only helps us provide our children the program they need, but also the training that allows
our staff to lead our children through the challenges they are facing. As a member of the
Children’s Home family, you can be proud of the work that goes on at our ministry. We are
truly giving needy children the chance to grow into productive young adults.

Thanks again for your generosity and the impact you are having on our children’s lives. May
God’s blessings be with you always.
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P. O. Box 545 e 425 Grayson Road ¢ Wytheville, VA 24382 ¢ www.pchh.org



Abukloi Foundation:

INVESTED IN EXCELLENCE

Abukloi Foundation is investing in
the future of South Sudan by
investing in its people. In 2025,
every program, partnership, and
decision centered on giving young
people the skills, support, and
opportunities they need to
thrive—whether they pursue
university, employment, or family
life. Through integrated programs
in education, agriculture,
entrepreneurship, and health, we
build practical skills grounded in
our core values of partnership,
gender equity, peacebuilding,
environmental responsibility, and
community well-being.

Our greatest investment is in
people—students, teachers, and
communities. As a leading
educational institution in Lakes
State, Abukloi Secondary equips
students to navigate economic
hardship, health challenges, and
instability with resilience and
purpose. Abukloi's
university-trained teaching staff,
nearly all from South Sudan, guide
learners to discover their potential
and face the future with

https:

confidence. In 2025, students
earned state and national
recognition in academics, debate,
and sports. Strategic partnerships
continued to strengthen
community-led solutions, enabling
us to improve facilities, expand
counseling and career guidance,
and respond to the realities of
economic instability, food
insecurity, and limited access to
technology.

Looking ahead to 2026, Abukloi
will deepen its investment in a
holistic learning environment
where students from across South
Sudan can live, learn, work, and
play safely. By expanding teacher

development, integrating programs,

and cultivating partnerships that
bring innovation and opportunity,
we are building a future where
every young person has the chance
to succeed — and where education
remains the most powerful
investment in lasting peace and
prosperity.

You're invited to our

Community
Gathering

APRIL W™ 5-1PM

At Falling Springs Presbyterian Church

Please invite your church leaders to learn mare
about CarePortal, hear from agencies and churches
already using CarePortal, pray for those in need,
fellowship together, and strengthen the communities
outreach ministry.

Refreshments provided by
Falling Springs
Preshyterian Church

© CarePortal

RSVP: Kaitlyn Peters
540-960-0583

alleghanycountycareportal@gmail.com

tracking.etapestry.com/t/49225214./1747051930/108714520/0/1004209/?x=cc959258

Computer viewers: Above is an Active link for the Abukloi Newsletter. Hold control +
click on the highlighted link to view the flipbook.


https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/49225214/1747051930/108714520/0/1004209/?x=cc959258

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Blessing of the Palms on Sunday, March 29th at 10:45 AM (In front of City Hall)
First Presbyterian Church Palm Sunday Service at 11:00 AM

Joint Maundy Thursday Service at Clifton Forge PC on Thursday, April 2rd at 7:00 PM

Joint Good Friday Service

First Presbyterian Church

on Friday, April 3rd at 5:30 PM

First Presbyterian Church EASTER Service on April 5that 11:00 AM

Highland’s Presbyterian Neighborhood

McAllister Memorial Presbyterian Church
Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church
Mallow Presbyterian Church
Low Moor Presbyterian Church
Kayser Memorial Presbyterian Church
Sinking Springs Presbyterian Church

First Presbyterian Church

4w  These beautiful flowers

were placed in the

sanctuary on March 22
by Mary Ann Clutter
Sapp, Linda Clutter
Carroll, Alexa Sapp
Hubler, Jenna Sapp
Reynolds, Emma and

. - | ' Easton Reynolds; given in

memory of Morgan and Virginia Clutter and David Clutter, their parents and brother. (Photo: Clutter
Family seen here with longtime friends Pat and Linda Loving and Jim Oliver and Gail Nicely)



Exciting News

Eliza Pillow, Lucy Pillow, and Lucas Pillow shared their musical talents during the
Mountain Strings Project Concert on March 22, 2026.
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MacKenzie Carter named Phi Theta Kappa
Regional Officer of the Year for the Virginia / West
Virginia region. This
recognizes MacKenzie’s
exceptional leadership

and commitment to the
honor society’s mission.

=)

MacKenzie Carter



Mon

Tue

Sun Wed Thu Fri Sat
March 29 March 30 March 31 1 2 3 4
Sunday School Monday Tuesday Wednesday PRESCHOOL
9:45-10:30am | Of Holy Week | OfHoly Week | Of Holy Week CLOSED Great
The Blessing Joint Vigil
oite ains Maundy |  Jdoimt | of
front of City Hall Thursday | Good Friday
Palm Sunday Choir Rehearsal: | Service Service
Worship, 11:00 am Chancel 4:30pm At CFPC At FPC
Handbell 5:30pm 7:00 PM 5:30 PM
5 Sunday School [6 7 8 9 10 1
W 9::'5_1101:3(?0% PRESCHOOL Preschool —VD%UEc:loERS PRESCHOOL
orsnip, o am . am
CLOSED Picture Day FIELD TRIP TO
Resurrection PW LIBRARY
of the Lord! Meeting at 1pm
EASTER Choir Rehearsal: | Bring a lunch
SUNDAY Chancel 4:30pm | and meet at
Handbell 5:30pm noon.
12 Sunday School 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:45-10:30 am
Worship, 11:00
orsnib am M&S 1pm | W& M 1 pm
Zoom Heritage Rm.
CFPC Pot Luck
Supper 4:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal:
Preschool Chancel 4:30pm
Make-up day | Handbell 5:30pm
19 Sunday School | 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:45-10:30 am Newsletter
Worship, 11:00 am Items
Session Due 10am
CarePortal Meeting
FallingSpringEPC Choir Rehearsal:
Spm Chancel 4:30pm
Handbell 5:30pm
26 Sunday School (27 28 29 30
9:45-10:30 am VOUCHERS
Worship, 11:00 am DUE, 10am
Preschool Choir Rehearsal:
Make-up day Chancel 4:30pm

Handbell 5:30pm

Madison Barnett teaches String Classes for Garth Newel at the church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 5:30 -7:00 PM




PRESCHOOL NEWS!

If you would like to send Birthday cards to our preschoolers: names and dates are listed below.
cards may be left in the offering plate or in the church office to be delivered to the preschool! For
the Summer birthdays, please bring their cards before the last day of Preschool, May 22"

Amelia (girl) April 5t

Maren (girl)  April 15®
Cedar (boy) June 9th

Zion (boy)  August 2™
Layney (girl) September 5"
Alexis (girl)  October 5t
Lily (girl) November 24t
Marley (girl) December 4t

e Tuesday Preschool make-up days g
are the following: April 14", April 28"
and May 5™,

e Preschool will be closed for the Easter holiday on Good Friday, April 3" and
Monday, April 6.

e “Picture  Day” is  Wednesday,  April 8th,
Parents/Guardians more information will be sent to you
about this event.

e Preschool Field Trip to the Library is Friday, April 10%",
e Last day of Preschool is Friday, May 22", More

information about the closing ceremony will be sent at a
later date.



THANK YOU TO JERI OROURKE FOR PAINTING THE NEW PRESCHOOL PLAYROOM UPSTAIRS!
MORE PHOTOS NEXT MONTH OF THE COMPLETED PROJECT WITH THE PRESCHOOL CLASS!




THANK YOU TO BUD SIZEMORE, SR. AND SON, BUD SIZEMORE, JR. AND THEIR TEAM FOR
PAINTING THE CHAPEL CEILING AND WALLS AND REPLACING THE LIGHT BULBS!




