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The sound of lawnmowers and weed eaters … the smell of just cut grass… the soil being disked and 

plowed… the sound of birds chirping… the sight of robins with worms in their beaks... the rapid growth 

of hostas… the humming of bees in azaleas…the blossoms of the pear trees…the selection of vegetable 

plants to put in the ground…longer days to be out and enjoying God’s creation. God said after God had 

created all things, “It is good”. God also assured us in Ecclesiastes that "to everything there is a season, 

and a time for every matter under heaven."  

The month of May is a month in which Nature renews itself. The below Scripture verses speak of 

renewal. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 

has gone, the new is here” 

Psalms 51:10 – "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me". 

The above Scriptures assure us that having a relationship with Christ, renews our soul. That renewal is 

not limited by month, day or time. God offers all of God’s children God’s love that restores and 

refreshes.  

God’s love is not earned but freely given. When God’s gift of grace is accepted, the old is gone. We start 

fresh. We know that Christ is the one who took all of our sins to the cross. He bore all our burdens so 

that we may truly feel God’s presence and live life abundantly now and in eternity. 

Our own life journeys will take us through many seasons (joy, sorrow, frustration, elation, etc.). As 

children of God, we know deep down that we do not walk alone. God is right there with us in each step. 

God’s faithfulness grounds us, holds us, strengthens us. We know it in our hearts, and we see it in 

Nature. God is present and working.  

May we give our unique gifts and talents to God to use, so that others may have a personal relationship 

with Christ. 

May     

by Maya Anthony 

May whispers in colors bright, 
With flowers blooming in the light, 

Trees dress on leaves, a beautiful sight, 
Nature’s heart beats with might. 
Birds sing in the morning hue, 

Sky’s canvas painted anew, 
In May’s embrace, life feels true, 

A world refreshed, in vibrant view. 
 

God’s continued blessings,       

                   Linda



                                                                          
        May Birthdays___ 
  1 Calvin Wright, Jr. 
  1 Amanda Swartz Garafolo 
16 Christy Rollinson 
21 Adrienne Snead 
24 Sandra Minter 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women 
 
The moderator shared that Pastor Linda, Frances, and Pam made a visit 
with our shut ins. Helen Gaylor asked us to come another day because 
she was not feeling well. We did have a great visit with Eleanor Payne. 
We shared photos and memories of events with her. She asked to be 
remembered by the congregation. 

 
 
We had time before the meeting to fellowship. 

 
Our project is to collect new socks for the Presbyterian Children’s 
Home. The box will be located in the Narthex of the church through 
April. Our next service project will be to help the area food pantry. 
We plan to bring Jeffy Corn meal mix for May. 
 

 
Our group shared that our Pastor was on leave this week because of her brother’s serious 
illness. We got a phone call saying he had been moved to a rehab place near Augusta 
Medical Center in Fishersville, VA. 

 
 
The moderator thanked our Social 
Committee for spot cleaning the tablecloths. 
After many events they needed to be 
refreshed before being cleaned and carefully 
stored in the closet. The labors of love and 
caring are evident in this group. 
 
 
Our lesson today was chapter 6, Finding Joy 
in Christ was taught by Susan Byer. We 
learned that Joy is important in our day-to-
day time with others 

 



We will have a salad luncheon for our May 14 th meeting. Hope to see our everyone sharing 
and enjoying our last lesson in this booklet. 
 
PW Moderator 
Pam Pace 
 
Pam Pace 
PW Moderator 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOME 
OF THE HIGHLANDS (PCHH) in WYTHEVLLE, VA 

  

                                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minute 4 Mission

We are currently collecting new 

socks of all sizes in the Narthex. 

Please place donations in the 

BOX OF SOCKS 



 
GREAT NEWS FOR SAFEHOME SYSTEMS, INC.! 

 

A Presbyterian of the Peaks Community Outreach Block grant of $1,900.00 has been awarded for SafeHome 

Systems, Inc. in Covington for the replacement of 6 - bedroom dressers in the emergency shelter. We have 

been successful in getting a grant funded for Safehomes every year since 2015. This is a blessing to have the 

Safehome Systems resource in our area for those that are in need. 

 

We received a letter of thanks for a recent donation from the Executive Director of SafeHome Systems, Inc., 

Brittany Stevens. Below is an excerpt from her letter: 

 

“During the month of February, SafeHome provided 250 nights of shelter to those affected by 

domestic and sexual violence. We continue to provide services to Alleghany, Bath and 

Highland Counties to ensure everyone has a safe place to reside. We also provide information 

to the community through outreach events, working with the school systems and providing 

housing information as needed. Our mission is to work with our community towards a 

community violence-free.” 
 

For the following dates:  07/01/2025 through 12/31/2025 

Nights of shelter provided:1,715  

Hotline Contacts: 112 

Total people sheltered: 50 

 

-- Mission & Service Committee 

 

MOORE ARMS KEEN TO HELP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC Mission & Service Committee members presented a check for $2,500.00 to the Alleghany County 

Sheriff’s Office from the Presbytery Justice & Mercy. This Awarded Grant is to help purchase equipment 

and program support for the “Moore Arms Keen to Help” Jail Ministry.  



SOUTH COVINGTON CARE PANTRY REPORT 
             

 

 
Deposits                                February - March 2026 

       $125.00    First Presbyterian Church  

    $1,500.00    First Presbyterian Church – Program Support 

         $50.00    Memorial – Jeff Pritt 

    $1,000.00    Memorial – “Dusty” Woodward (from Highlands Christmas Mother, Inc.) 

       $575.00    Lenten Luncheon Offerings 

       $207.67    Balchem Corporation (Helping Hands Program) 

    $1,930.00    Individual Donations 

    $5,387.67    TOTAL 

 
The cost of our groceries purchased from Feeding Southwest Virginia for this 2-month period was $7,830.66. We have been 
fortunate to receive produce items such as lettuce, salad kits, fresh pineapples, and raspberries at no cost!  As you can see,  
March was a busy month with the fifth Tuesday being the busiest. 
 

                                    BLESSINGS  

• Friends delivered and donated 67 miscellaneous food items 

• Team Members not members of SCUMC, Granbery UMC, or First Christian donated 96 food items.   

• South Covington UMC (including three Team Members) donated 100 food items. 

• Members of Granbery Memorial UMC (including two Team Members) donated and delivered 306     
             miscellaneous food items.  

• The Patterson Family donated and delivered 18 boxes of cereal. 

• Members of First Christian Church (including two Team Members) donated and delivered 165 miscellaneous  
             food items. 

• Potts Valley Chapel donated 235 items picked up by a Team Member. 

• Unknown donors left 4 food items. 

• A member of Hoke’s Chapel UMC donated 48 food items. 

• The memorial for “Dusty” Woodward given by the Highlands Christmas Mother, Inc., is especially appreciated. 

• We were blessed by generous donations from the Lenten Luncheons!  The above represents two donations.    
             In addition, we received $333 on March 31, which will be “officially” reported after it is deposited. 

• We have received some very nice children’s clothing and toys which have been very well shopped.  We are  
             thankful to those who gave these items. 

 
 
 

                    PROVERBS 22:9  “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.” 
 

 
We are always happy to receive any donated food items!   We continue to ask for the following items in short 
supply or not available from Feeding Southwest Virginia:  CORNBREAD MIX, RAMEN NOODLES, and 16 OZ. 
LONG GRAIN RICE.  Please celebrate Jesus’ great sacrifice of love by sharing your gifts with others. 

 
Your prayers for our applicants, as well as for those who work so faithfully to serve them each week, your money, and your 
purchases can and do make a difference in the lives of so many people in our community.  May God bless each one of you! 

 
HAPPY EASTER…HE IS RISEN INDEED!! 
 

Linda Black for Your Care Pantry Team       

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

  STATISTICS Families Served       # Of Family Members 

February 2026 125 427 

March 2026 156 559 



 

   Updates to the Churchwide Special Offerings  
 

Did you know the Special Offerings have changed for 2026? By action of the 226th General 

Assembly (2024), Presbyterians are now invited to participate in three Special Offerings 

instead of four: One Great Hour of Sharing, World Communion Offering and Christmas Joy 

Offering.   

  

                        

• One Great Hour of Sharing — disaster, hunger, poverty, climate 
change and immigration, migration and refugees.  

• World Communion Offering — racial justice, gender justice, peacemaking, global 

witness, and ecumenical and interfaith relations.  

• Christmas Joy Offering — children at risk, youth and young adults, leadership development for 

people of color, Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color, and 

servants of the church in need (through the Board of Pensions). 

 

New Preschool Playroom  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FPC Preschool thanked Mr. Jeri O’Rourke for painting the new playroom upstairs and 
everyone was all smiles!  They love their new space to play and use their imagination.  

https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=0073fc8cdb&e=4cfbd0af83
https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=b5fcab7ae0&e=4cfbd0af83
https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=b5fcab7ae0&e=4cfbd0af83
https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=cd8154840a&e=4cfbd0af83
https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=6f952a0116&e=4cfbd0af83
https://pcusa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3617d8799f77a05442289ad4&id=f2bcf63093&e=4cfbd0af83


 

WE LEARN 

THROUGH 

PLAY! 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Mr. & Miss AHS Candidates 
Candidates were selected by AHS faculty and staff. Interviews will be held in April, 

 with winners announced at the May 20TH Capping Ceremony.  

 

Front: Kylie Forbes, Garrett Carper. 

Middle: Kiera Lowman, Joowon Chung, 
Ezekiel Seville, Carter Nicely. 

Back: Alaina McCormick, Hannah 
Hensley, Meredith Minter, Kai Rowland, 
Brycen Griffith, Desmond Jordan. 

 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

        
May 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

1   
 

2    
 
 

3  Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
 Worship, 11:00 am 
 

Alleghany 
Highland’s 
CHORALE   

SPRING CONCERT  
3 pm 

Granbery Mem 
UMC 

4 

 

5  
 
 
 

 
 

6   

 
  
 
 
Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

7     
McAllister 

Gathering of 
Local 

Presbyterians 

AHR Library 
6pm 

 

8  

 
9      

 

10  Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
Worship, 11:00 am 

 
 

Mother’s Day 
Communion 

11   
 

 

12    

VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10am 

 
 
 

Preschool 
Make-up day 

13     

 

W & M 1 pm 
Heritage Rm. 

 
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

14     

 

PW 
Meeting at 1pm 
Bring a lunch 
and meet at 

noon. 

15 

 
16   

 
 
 

 

17 Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
  Worship, 11:00 am 

Session 

 
 

 18    
Meals on Wheels 

 
       

 

 19  
Meals on Wheels 

 
 
 
 
 
Preschool 
Make-up day 

 20  
Meals on Wheels 

 
 

 
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

 21 
Meals on Wheels 

 
 

PRESBYTERY 
9AM 

BlacksburgPC 
Registration opens 

May 4th 

 22 
Meals on Wheels 

 

 
Last Day 

Of 
Preschool 

 23  

Music on the 
Corner 
3:00 PM 

Jonathan 
Elmore & 

Jacob 
Giacaterino 

24 Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
 Worship, 11:00 am 

 

31 Sunday School   

       9:45-10:30 am 
 Worship, 11:00 am 

 

 

25  
   

 

26  
VOUCHERS 
DUE, 10am 

 
 
 
 

 

27 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir Rehearsal: 
Chancel 4:30pm 
Handbell 5:30pm 

28 

Newsletter 
Items 

Due 10am 
 
 

29 

 
 

 

30 

 
 

 

Madison Barnett teaches String Classes for Garth Newel at the church on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 5:30 -7:00 PM 
 

 



 

 

 

Music on the Corner 
 

Special Upcoming Events 

At First Presbyterian Church 

185 N. Maple Ave. 

Covington, VA  24426 

 

Saturday, May 23rd at 3:00 PM 

Jonathan Elmore, tenor  

accompanied on the piano by Jacob Giancaterino 

 

Sunday, June 7th or 14th TBA 

Roanoke Flute Ensemble - Pantasia 

Gretchen Jensen, director  

 

 


